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To all the Loyal Perſons in the Nation, 
who Addrefled to His MajesTr to 
Thank Him for His late Gracious 


DEcLaraTION. 


GENTLEMEN, 
His and the two former Parts of this Work 
were all written at once, tho they have hap- 
| pened ſince to be publiſhed at ſeveral times, 
and were occaſioned by thoſe many Generous and moſt 
| Loyal Demonitrations you every day then gave of your 
Attachment to His Majeſties Intereſt, and the Eſta- 
bliſhed Government both in Church and State ; for 
the truth is, till T ſaw you riſe up ſo generally, and de- 
dare ſo heartily what your intentions were, I durſt 
not think of oppoſing that Torrent, 'that then ſeemed 
' to bear down all that ſtood before it, and threatned 
the rooting up of the Monarchy. | 
But when you came privy and' with 'a Logutes 
and Conrage becoming Engliſh-Men, tell 'your So- 
veraign however you have of late been repreſented 
to bim and the World, you were reſotved to-maintain 


His Royal Authority,the'C —_ and the a 
a 
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and the Lawful Succeſſion too, im the State they were 
now Legally ſetled, againſt all oppoſition whatſoever, 
and to that purpoſe freely and ſincerely offer him your 
Lives and Fortunes to Command when neceſſity ſhould 
require ; T then Jaw there were more Thouſands then 1 
thought of that were reſolved never to bow the Knee 
to the ſchiſmatical Calves either at Dan or Bethel ; 
or ſubmit to another Hogan Mogan Common-wealth; 


and then I perceived that my former fears, how ju 
' ſoever they might ſeem before, were yet too great, for 


there were ( or at leaſt might be ) more for us then a- 
gainſt us. 

But then when T conſidered your quality, and the 
places you enjoyed m the Government, 1 raiſed my 
hopes yet higher, and I concluded a people who had 
ſuch Loyal, ſuch Religious, ſuch Free and Generous 
Per ſons intruſted with the Government of them, could | 
bardly miſcarry in the end, tho for a time popular 
Storms might toſs them. 

T thought alſo that God himſelf had again re- 
ſpefted his beloved Daughter the Church of Eng- 
land ; for which I was before more concern d then 
for my ſelf : and that he had declared himſelf the ſe- 
cond time for the Family of bis Servant the Illuſtrious 
Royal Martyr ; For I could not aſcribe fo univerſal 
and unuſual Concurrence of Men of different Fumors, 
Educations, and degrees to any other cauſe then the 
; |  Divme 
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Divine Procvidence mſpiring them with a Spirit of 


Unity, Loyalty, and Reſolution. 

let obſerving that there was a conſiderable number 
of Freemen and Freeholders in the Nation to whom 
Heaven had not yet vouchſafed that favour, who want 


00G 
11 


wrong out of Ignorance and incogitancy rather then 


Faftion or Diſloyalty, and being an idle perſon, 1 


thought 'T could not poſfably better *mploy a part of 


my time, then in Addreſling to them, to reduce and 
inform them, and as much as in me lay to render them 
like you 3 and alſo to confirm ſuch as might poſfably yet 
ſtagger if another Temptation ſhould befall them, 

So that Gentlemen, tis was from your example, 
I took Courage to Write, and for your ſakes Chiefly 
have T fance ventured to publiſh what T have written, 
that I may in ſome ſort juſtify your Numerous Ad- 
drefles, and therefore I humbly beg your leave to 
Dedicate the whole Work to you who indeed firſt gave 
it life, 

T may poſſibly ſeem ſtrange to ſome of you to find 
an Epiftle Dedicatory in the end, as it were of a 
Work , but the thing hath been” done before, and the 


Euſebius puts 


the Dedication 


of his Eccle-_ 
fiaftical Hiſto= 
ry 1n the be- 


trath is, I would not ventare ata Dedication till I 8nning of the 
did ſee whether it would be receirved in the World, and Book of it. 


now it is, I am ſorry I bave nothing better to preſent 


you with whoſe Names. deſerve to. 'be Regiſtred to 
all ſucceeding Az8s, and your Encommm' writ- 
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ten by the moſt Elegant Pen the Chriſtian World 
aff or ds. 

But Gentlemen, tt is not my deſign to Create q 
high opinion of you, in your ſelveg, -but to excite 
you to g0 08 and perfect the good Work you have be- | 
gan, for that is the thmg the Fattious pleaſe them- 
ſelves in, viz, That howe-ver you ſeem now, When 
time ſhall be, You will unſay all again, and joyn 
with them as heartily as any other againſt the Church 
and State, and this they have publiſhed in print ; and 
that I may not ſeem to ſlander them, T will Tranſcribe 
the very words of one of them. 

An Impartl = © No applications of this Nature to the reg- 


Account of the 


Nature and * © Han perſon are to be eſteemed of any great 


Tendency of : : . 
Modis Ad. << Weight or Significancy ; if you do bur conſi- 


meles, 72: « der the reſult of the many Addreſſes Three 
«and Twenty years ago to Richard (rommwell, 
« and how they only ſerved to render him e- 
< cure till he was undermined and ſupplanted, 
« for all the Sixteen Hundred Thouſand that 
* vowed to live and dye by him, not ſo much 
* 25 one man drew a Sword for him when he 
*came to be laid aſide. I acknowledg that 
*© there is great difference betwixt an Uſurper 
« anda lawful Prince; ( hemight have added alſo, 
. and betwixt a parcel of men that had ſworn and for- 
ſworn. themſelves .as. often as occaſion required, and 
OR $0 betrayed 
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betrayed thereby all parties one after another, and ſuch 
Addreſſors as theſe who applyed themſelves to their 
lawful and rightful Soveraign to whom they were true 
when his 1 600000 Rebelled, firſt againlt their Na- 
tural Prince,and when they bad prevailed againſt him 
by Perjury and Violence, they made uſe of them one a- 
gainſt another, till at length they ruined themſelves 
**too ) Yet that ( as be goes on.) detracts very 
© little in the preſent Caſe from the Impor- 


© tance of the Conſideration which I have ſug- 


«© geſted, ſecing the leaſt that we are to gather 
*from it is this, that no Addreſſes contrary to 
{« the Intereſt and general Humour of the Na- 
*tion ( which he. ſuppoſeth theſe were ) are to be 
« accounted of any value for a Prince to ſu- 
« tain himſelf upon, And.if there be nothing 
«elſe ro ſecure our late Addreſſors to his Maje- 
« ty ( which be grants there is, they being his Na- 
* tural Subjefts, and ever Loyal to him ) but their 
© promiſes and proteſtations in theſe papers, 
| © he may be as much diſappointed, ſhould. he 
© truſt to them, as the former Gentleman after 
« the like Security. Thus far my Author, but he 
ought to have confidered, Richard was turn'd out 
by the Army againſt whom theſe Adgreſſors could not 
have protefied him if they would, which added to the 


former of. the temper of the different Addreſſors to 


the 
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the ſeveral Parties, and their cvery diſtant or 14. 
ther oppoſite poſitions, which he takes notice of, the 
one being an Mſurper, and the other a lawful Prince, 
will make the two caſes ſo totally unlike ; that ng 
conſequence can be drawn from the one to the other, 
much leſs that bold one, that becauſe Richard was 
laid afide without any refiſtance made by the Addreſ- 
ſers, therefore none 1s to be expeFed from theſe. 
But the truth is, tho you be never ſo ſincere, yet 
you may be overpowred by force, and then all your pro: 
reſtations in theſe Papers will have nootber effe#t then 
to betray you to ruine when ever theſe Godly Richar- 
dians can get the maſtery over you ; to prevent whit) 
it ts abſolutely neceſſary to back your ſaid Loyal Decla 
rations With effeftual ſupplies when neceſſity requires, 
and in the Interim 'to take all the care imaginable to 
win off as many as you can of the Freemen and Free- 
holders of the Nation from ſiding with ſuch men as my 
Author in the next Ele&ion of Parliament-Men : and 
becauſe I could do little more, 1 writ theſe three ſmall i 
diſcourſes for that end, and how meanly ſoever I il 
have performed my part in it, T beg your acceptance of | 
my good intentions, and that you would in your ſeverdl 
Stations promote this Work which is ſo abſolutely ne- || 
ceſſary, by more effeftual means. | 
Amongſt which T am perſuaded none would ſucceed | 
better then an Univerſal Execution of the Laws againſt || * 
the 
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the Difſenters, Eſpecially thoſe againſt CONventi- 
cles, for theſe are the Seed-places where faStions 
are nurſed up till they may be itrong enough to graple 
with and overturn the Government of Church and 
State, and to this end the Oxford AF would be more 
ſubſervient. in Corporations, then that of the 22d of 
bis now Majeſties Reign. For if the Teachers were 
once removed out of theſe places, tho but to a diſtance 
of Five Miles, they would not fo eaftly poyſon the 
ſmall Freemen with Rebellious principles ; and thoſe 
that they harve already ſeduced would in time become 
more trattable. | 

One other means I would recommend to you, is the 
Communicating the Loyal diſcourſes that are ervery day 
printed to your Neighbours, Which is done much more 
vually by the Oifſenters by the other fort, ſo that you 


through ſo many hands, that it is at laſt ſcarce Legible 
for durt and ſweat ; whilſt the Loyal anſwer ſtands 
in a Gentlemans Study as clean and as neat as it came 
from the Preſs. But if the meaner ſort of men might 
but hear both the Parties, the Advantage the Guvern- 
ment gives to the Loyal fide, added to the ftrength of 
their Reaſons, would certainly in time turn the.Scale 
that way ; and then they would be zealous too for the 
Government, when their Reaſons and Conſciences were 
once convinced that their Intereſt and Duty lay there. 


And 


ſhall fometimes find a Seditions Libel to harve paſſed 
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. And another is, the keeping ( as much as 1s poſſible) 
of Faftious men out of all places of Truſt, Power, 
or Profit ; which when they have once gained, they 
conſtantly imploy theſe private adrvantages.to the pub: 
lick dammage. Had this been duely Attended upon his 
Majefties Return,and praftiſed eruer ſince we had not 
been in the danger we now are of being ruined the ſe: 
cond time by them : but alas, they had plundred the 
Nation for 2 © years together, and the Af of Indem- 
nity made all this 1I]-gotten wealth their own, and 
with it they parchaſed the far greateſt part of the pla: 
ces of profit, whilſt the poor Caviliers were excluded 
becauſe they had nothing to give ; and the rich be- 
cauſe it was a ſhame to take any thing of them. And 
thus the Faftious with the ſpoils of the Royal Party 
put themſel-ves once more into a Capacity to ruin the 
Government, and having. thas got much more wealth 
then they had before, they procured a great part of 
the places of Truſt and Authority to be put into their 
hands too, and many Loyal perſons turn'd Whigs in re: 
venge and out of diſcontent. 


But that which of. all other things would the mos il 
Jperdily and effefually ſecure the Nation from are Nh 
laps into miſery and confuſion, is a ſurrender of the Nl | 
Charters of the Corporations into his Majeſties hands, Þ |, 
fnd- the. taking out of new ones with ſuch reftriions 
as he and his Council thinks fit. Nor can 1 "es | 
GO | Ww 
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why this ſhould be ſcrupled, it being the \ onely way 
that can ſecure them'long in that Vaſt and diſpropors 
tionable Priviledg they now have of ſending up Bur- 
geſſes to the Parliament, which as they had it at firſt 
from-the Crown, ſo it was in danger to have been los 
when the Government fell into O. C's. Hands , and 
will 0 near to be loſt in the Next Rebellion, and 
therefore.it befits them,of all men,to Secure the King's 
Authority, which is the foundation of theirs. 


Gentlemen, 


You may perhaps not thank me for thus offering my 
Alvice before it was asked ; but if you pleaſe to refle# 
Seriouſly upon what T have ſaid, and alſo upon the In- 
dignities the Author of the Pamphlet T mentioned have 
Caſt upon you, it will ſoon appear reaſonable to do all 
that is in your power to preſerve your Selves out of the 
hands of ſuch inſolent men. And this is not to be done 
by Addreſling to the King onely, (tho that was well 
done too.) but by addreſsing your ſelves to root out 
Faftion by all the Lawful Means God in bis Provi- 
dence ſhall afford you : and if 'you be once reſolroed 


IX 


The impartial 
account of the 
Nature and 

Tendancy of 
the Addr:(es. 


0n this, no mans Counſel will be refuſed in a buſineſs | 


of that Conſequence, that it Needs the United Hands 

and Heads of the whole Nation to effett it. | 
But; that T may obtain. your belief the better mm re- 
(ation to what concerns the Author T juſt now _—_— - 
C ed, 
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ed,I will tranſcribe ſome Paſſages out of bim, SeStion 
the 7th, be tells us, © The Number of the Sub- 
« ſcribers (to the Addreſſes) is not to ſo Conſide- 
«.rable as to bear any proportion to thofe who 
« are againſt them z. for tho' a few bulie peo- 
« ple have made a great noiſe and buz in ſ{eve- 
« ral places of the Kingdom, yer all of them 
<< pur together, make not ſo great a Number 
« as we have (een not long ſince to one Peti- 
<« tion for a Parliament. Now doubtleſs this his 
| Negle& and Scorn of your Paucity and Few- 
nels, (as be words it) as it proceeds from hence, that 
you were for the moſt part the Governors, or at leaft 
the Freemen or Freeholders that Addreſſed, when 
the Rabble and their Children Petitioned, ſo it is 
intended to provoke his Mirmidons to fall upon you, 
and teach you more refþe& to his Leviathan The 
Multitude. | 
This be proſecutes further, Sefion the 8th, where 
he tells us, ** Tho' the Clergy and many of 
<« the preſent Commiſſitoners both Civil and 
« Milicary, and the Magiſtrates of ſeveral of 
* the Corporations had not onely Intereſted 
* themſelves in Countenancing the Addreſſes, 
<« but been Sticklers for them as for the Great 
*© Charter or the Petition of Right; and ſome of 
** them had. been Knighted: meerly for that 


©* SErVICE, 
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*© Service, (as he Contemptupuſly calls it) yet could 
* not all this prevail with or bring over any 
« great or valuable Number to joyn in them, 
The truth is, it was early days then, but T believe 
the Gentleman had enough at laſt, and it is no won- 
der that men of the quality he reckons up, ſhould not be 
Numerous. 


Yet Seftion gth,be tells us, © Your quality was 
« as Inconſiderable as your Number,being luch 
« as for watit of Years (their Party are always of 
© Age if they can but tell their Names ) or Poverty 
* were never Capable of Giving a Vorte in 
« Ele&tion of Mertibers to Sit in Parliament, 
« and (a few excepted) the reſt made up of 
« the Scum and Refuſe of the Places where 
* they live. Were all his Petitioners Worſhipful 
Gentlemen, Learned Statei-men and Lawyers,or Sound 
Divines, &-c. tho the Order was, Care ſhould be taken 
the Subſcribers ſhogld be numerous, tho they were ne1- 
ther Gentlemen, nor 'y much as Freemen ? But 
be goes on, © Norwich, whence we have been 
« 4lararned with the greateft Noiſe, yields bue 
* a ſmall Number of perſons either of Eſtate 
«© or Uſefulneſs, whole hands were Annexed 
*tothe Paper which was ſent up. Tet this ſmall 
number of Poor, Wſeleſ? people, were the Goevernors 

C 
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and Common Councel of one of the Riche$t as well a; 
Loyalleſt Cuties of the Nation. 
Section the 10th be ſaith, © That your Moral 
« Conditions were agreeable to your Civil, 
« men Popiſhly inclined. Abhorrers of Peti- 
<< rions,or guilty of one or other offence which 
{© the late Parliaments were abour calling 
«them to an Account for : the reſt were little 
<« Bankrupt Tradeſmen, Scandalous and. dif: 
«graced Attorneys : men whole folly, made 
© them pragmatical and impertinent, or whoſe 
« prodigality and ambition foxced them to 
« look for preferment above their merit. So 
© thar did but his Majeſty know, (and Value the 
«© Judgment of the Petitioners) he would eſteem ir 
«<a refletion upon his Honour, and an Alper- 
* {ſton upon the Wiſdom and the Equity, of his 
« Proceedings, to be either Approached or 
* Thanked by them. Jet this # a little more 
* By Tw o 710deSt, than for a parcel of ſuch men to come forth 
Proclama- and tell him againſt his Declared * Reſolution, T hat 


tions, one ; : 
Ty, ; 16. Was neceſſary to ſuffer the Parliament to Sit 


day of De- Prelently : for this was to Teach him, And you may 
cemb. 1679. | 

for Proroguing the Parliament till the 1 1th of Novemb.following. And the 
other Publiſhed the 12th day of Decemb. 1679. againſt Theſe Tumultuous 
Petitions, as contrary to the Common and Known Laws of the Land: and 
tending to promote Diſcontents amongſt the People, and: to raiſe Sedi- (4 
£10n and Rehellion,@c $0 J f * 

rom. 
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from this Charatter perceive what Treatment you muſt 


Expect from theſe Gentlemen if ever they get an 
Adroantage againſt you. 


Sefton the 11th be tells us, © Your Politicks 


« were equal with your Morals ; for can any 
«man believe ( ſaith he) that the Mayors, Head- 
© boroughs, Aldermen, Bailifts, Burgeſles and 
« Freemen -of Ripon, Wigan, Windſor, Chatham; 
« Hazelmeere, New-vSarum,&c. are Competent 
« Tudges what the late Houſe of Commons 
* did legally or illegally ? &c. Net this is not al> 
together. ſo- difficult, as "tis to tell when it- is fit a 
Parliament ſhould Sit, and when it is not fit, becauſe 
this depends on certain known and fixed Rules, which 
the other doth not, but is to be-qudged by the preſent 
fate of — and Domeſtick Afﬀairs ;. things that 


are known to few men. Then he goes on and tells us, 


© The Learned Gentlemen of the Gown were 
* at leaſt as well qualified to give their ſence 


Oo 
* and opinion about thele matters, as Country 


* Mercers, Inn-Keepers, Taylors and Thatch- 
ers ( No muſt know, the London Tradeſmen are 
ext Neighbours to his Learned Gown-men, and ſo 
are Excepted by the Addition of the word Country.) 
And yet he tells us, *© Thoſe refuſed to meddle 
© with Addreſſes, 8:c.. But, Sir, did.any _ 

4h 
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Sion your Petitions, T pray ! if they did not, to uſe 


your own Words a little varied, 20000 hands, t1 

our Petitions, will not make that impreſsion on 
the Minds of Modeſt thinking men, as their being Caſt 
out too by the Benchers and Barriſters of the Inns of 


Court will. 


He Concludes, Se&.2.2. with this Threat, *T hat 
<« as you mult Expect that the judgment which 
<« you have paſſed upon perſons and things, will 
<« at one time or another come under a review; 
« So matters which have either been milrepre: 
« ſented by you, or in reference to which Par 
« liaments ( you know Which be means) have been 
« Arraigned, may before then, come to be (6 

© well underſtood by his Majeſty, and all 
« things ſo well Adjuſted between Him and Wt 
© his People, chat you (the Addreſſers) may nei- Wn" 
< ther find your ſelves able to decline, nor be WG 
*< in a condition to Control the Juriſdi&tion of * 
** the next Parliament, to which, he ſaith, he ©: 
*« ſhall at preſent leave you. And you may be 
ſure be expettsit will be ſuch an One as the Laſt were, | 
and then he thinks he ſhall not need to wiſh you a © 
worſe puniſhment. 
At this Inſolent rate you have been treated in Print, | 1 
and what can follow but the Wtmoſt Revenge ths PL 


worſt 


Ls = —I— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
worſt fort of Men can inflif upon you, if ever they 
ret you again under their power, T have read, That 
m the end of the laſt War there was a Motion made at 
1 Council of War, for a general Maſſacre of all the 
principal Malignants, as they then ſtiled the King's 
Party, and that it was Carried in the Negative by 
1 few Votes , and Conſidering the Rage, Malice and 
Diſpair of theſe -men to accompliſh their Trayterous 
Deſigns of Subverting the Government any other 
bay , now the Kingdom hath taken the Alarm, and not 
my Addrefſed, but Abhorred their Aſſociation too, 
it is but reaſonable to Expett it will not be again over- 
wed if Ever they be m a Capacity to.put it to the Vote 
the Second time : which God prevent, 


Mh Intentions were to have ended this Epiſtle here, 
i being but too long already ;, but there is one Paſſage 
n this Pamphlet T judge abſolutely neceſſary to be 
Conſidered, the words are Theſe , © Tho men are 
© to be eſteemed capable of knowing their 
"own Wants, Fears and Dangers, and ought 
*to be juſtified in begging thoſe means of Re- 
*lief and Redreſs which the Law hath provi- 
*ded for them; yet every one is not to be 
© accounted Sufficiently qualiked ro Deter- 
* mine concerning the Reaſonableneſs and 
"Legality of Parliamentary Proceedings __ 
© Res 
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«<Reſolves; nor is aay Number of Men what: 
« ſoever Impowred to Umpire differences be: 
« tween his Majeſty and his Great Council, 
This is the pretence that juſtified the lait War, and a 
long as it ſtands for a Maxime at this loofe rate it is 


here pen'd, will juſtifie Ten thouſand one after an- 


other ; and therefore it cannot but be worth a ſmall 


parcel of your time to Enquire and Conſider how much 


truth or falſehood there 1s m it, 


And in the firſt-place it cannot be denyed, but that 
every man ought to have the Liberty to propoſe his own 
perſonal Wants, Fears and Dangers to his Supe: 


- riors, and to be allowed thereupon to beg ſuch Redreſ; 


as the Law hath procvided : but then to infer fron 
hence, that he hath an Equal right or ability to Conſ:- 
der of thc Publick and National Wants, Fears and 
Dangers, and to beg the EnaQting of New Laws, 
or the Repeal of. Old Laws for the removing of them: 
or, which is all one, the Calling, or Sitting, the Con- 
tinuance, or Changing, of Parliaments to that purpoſe, 
is ſo groſs a deluſion, Jo full of Danger, and doth ſb 
immediately tend to Sedition and Rebellion, Eſpeciaty 
if Multitudes of Faftious men may be allowed to pre 
tend what Fears, Wants and Dangers, they pleaſe, 
and then in a Tumultuary way to beg what Redre/s 
they think fit, by Petitions ſigned by 40, 5 0, or 60 

2, | thouſand 


) 
; 
J 
4 


hath done, and the foreſight of what it witl do as often 
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thouſand men at a time, that it was prohibited by an 
AF of Parliament upon Experience of the Miſchief it 3 = 2: 

P- 5: 

as it is uſed, it being deſtruttive to any Government 
whatſoever. | 

As tothe Second Propoſition, It is to be ncknow- 
ledged, That every one is not to be accounted Sufi 
ciently qualified to Determine concerning the Reaſon- 
ableneſs and Legality of Parliamentary Proceedings 
and Reſotves ; But then tis not fit to infer ' from 
thence, Firſt, That no man is ſo qualified ; nor Se- 
condly, That it is impoſsible but that all their Proceed- 
ings Jhorld be Legal and Reaſonable, Nor Thirdly, 

at any man ought to approrpe of ,and ſubmit to them, 
whether they be ſo or no. Por tho it is mo#t certain, 
there are but few men are ſo qualified ; yet it is as 
Certain, that ſome meneven among$t the Addreflers 
were, if many Nears Sitting in Parliament will qua- 
lifie a b_ of great abilities for it : And it is no leſs 
certain, That the Proceedings of Tio or Three 'Par- Thar o 1640, 


liaments within the Memory of Man, harpe been not 1549 1653 
onely MHnreaſonable and Iegal . but Trayteroys and of w hich, Ex- 


cept the firſt, 


Rebellious ; and we are not ſure but that we may wss there any 
© Royal Writ 


have more ſuch, if God be not the Mercifuller to us : a all. 


and if any fuch ſhould happen to be, and we ſhould joyn <1. 59eech, 
with them, tho but out of « Modeſt Opinion that we 9 the 8th, 


art not ſufficiently qualified to Determine ms 
D t 
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the Legality and Reaſonableneſs of. Parliamen- 
tary Proceedings and Reſfolves ; yet it would nei- 
ther Excuſe the Guilt, nor prevent the Puniſhment 
that is due by Law to them who ſhall Rebel againſt the 
Kings, tho in Obedience to a Parliament. 

To the Third, That no Number of Men whart- 
foever is Impowred to Umpire betwixt his 
Majeſty and his Great Council ; may be anſwer- 
ed, That there is an ambiguity in the word Umpne, 
and it. may be taken not only different, but contrary 
wayes, and therefore it ought not to have been uſed in 
this place. 


And Secondly, That if any difference ſhould hap- 


pen to ariſe betwixt him and them, we ought not to re- 
faſt the King, nor to aſsiſt his Great Council againſt 
him with Force and Arms, tho the King ſhould be in 
the Wrong, and they in the Right ; for that is Deter- 
mined-in Parliament already. - | 
Thirdly, It is true, That no Number of men what* 
ſoever have any authority to hear and determine their 


Differences in a Judicial way, ſo as to compel them to 


ſubmit to their judgment ; for then that Number of 


men ſhould be Superior both to King and Barliament; 
bat all this notwithſtanding ſeeing the Houſe of Com- 
mons Appealed to the People by Printing their Votes, 
ec. and the King by publiſhing his Gracious Decla- 
ration, why might, not. the, Addreſlers,*ſo far ap- 

5 © © prove 


*., OY CO 
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prove of His 'ajeſties Proceedings, as. to Thank 
Him for the Satisfattion be had girven them,. and 'to 
promiſe him to ſtand by him with their Lives and For- 
tunes, which they were bound to do however. 

Fourthly, -It may be+ anſwered, That beſides the 


Differences betwixt the King and the Commons, and 


the Lords and Commons, there were ſome Differences 
betwixt the Commons and fome of them that Addreſſed 
afterwards ; they bad Impriſoned ſeveral: Gentlemen 
and other Subjects which they conceived then (as per- 
haps they do ſtill) were Illegal and Unreaſonable Pro- 
ceedings, and they were as capable of Knowing their 
want of- Protection, and as ſenſible of the Dangers, 
and Fears of further Oppreſsion as other 'men, ind 
therefore they ought to barve been . Juſtified if they 
had beg ged thoſe means of Relief and Redrels which 
the Law had provided for them ; but yet they Pa- 
tiently and Silently ExpeFed the Aſue till: GOD 
put it into His Mepjeſties Royal Brealt (in whofe 
bands are the Hearts of Kings) to declare theſe their 
Proceedings ARBITRARY ; and might they not 


then riſe up and Thank their Soveraign. for the Favour. 


be had ſhown them * It is hard to conceive upon this 
Man's principles they might not barve Petitioned His 
Majeſty. for Relief and Redreſs before 0s time, but 

Jet no-man. did it.. 
4d inRelation to the Differences hon His 
D 2 Majeſty 


R1* 
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\ Aajeſty and the Commons, and the Upper and the 
\ Lower Houſe, what neceſsity is there that the Addreſ- 
ſers ſhould approve of them ; for tho the Commons 
were their Repreſentatives and Truſtees, the King is 
their Soveraign, and the Lords are not - Aliens and 
Foreigners, but the Two higheſt States of this our 
Native Country ; and altho the Addreſfers pretend 
no Authority over that Supreme Court of Juriſdi#ion, 
et What reaſon is there why they may not approroe of 
what the Lords have done well, tho the Commons will 
not © 
Upon the whole therefore F crave Leave to Con- 
clude, That the Addreflors in General have done 
wothing but what may be fairly Juſtified, and was ne- 
ceſſary to Satisfie his Majeſty and the World,that there 
was a Conſaderable Part Yi Nation did not approve iſ # 
of what was done in the Names of the whole by the 
Commons in Parliament : and if it be the Dnty of eve- 
ry Engliſh man to fight for bis King, if occaſion re- 
quire, againſt any Party that ever ſhall: hereafter pre- 
33 _ 2. tend to have the Authority of both or either of the Hous 
"Pp: fes to back them, as I humbly conceiroe is moſt plain, 
then why may not they right his Majeſty with their 
Pens, who-muſt do it with their Swords ; why may they 

not Approve his Cauſe as well as Defend it ? 
And if this be not allowed, Any King of En- 
gland moy be Depofed and Murthered « the 
| ate 
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late King was; far if there be a Blind Obe- - 
dience due to all the Votes of Parliament, and no 23 Car. 2, 
man may in any Caſe judge them Illegal and Unrea- gs 
ſonable ;- then muſt all men abſolutely Submit to 

them, and obey them ; and the Conſequence is, if any 

future Parliament ſhall Vote any future King, 

or Monarchy it ſelf a Grievance to the Nation, and 

thoſe that ſtand by them Enemies to the Kingdom, if 

10 man may Contradift fuch a Vote, nor any Number 

of Men how great ſoever Mmpire betwixt the King 

md his Great Council ; that is, Defend him againſt 

his Parliament, the effeft will Certainly follow ; and 

as this is the natural Tendance of theſe Principles as 

we ſaw in the Late Troubles, ſo 1 can conceive no other 

cauſe why they. ſhould be now again inſinuated mto the 

Heads of the Rabble. 


For theſe Men who pretend to reverence the Three The late 
; | 4K _ Long Par- 
Laſt Parliaments at ſuch a Prodigious rate, do tra ns, Ar 


duce that which- went immediately before mo$t abomin= filled with 


ably ; and thoſe who are ſo tender of the Votes of theſe, 15 Aruay ; 


care as little for the Eſtabliſhed Lawes of the former, The Modeſt: 


as I do for the Decrees- of the Council of Trent, or of Yindication 
of the Two 


the Synod of Dort : So that it 1s plainzit is not reſpe&., >... 
to Parliaments as Parliaments, that makes them thus ments.p. 11. 
0bſequious ; but as made up of ſuch a Sort of men,and 


Driving on ſuch Deſtens and Intereſts. 


To 


= PU 


KXil The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


To return then, Gentlemen, from this long Digreſ- 
ſion, which T have inſerted only to Juftifie You, 1 will 
Conclude, That as you have begun bravely, ſo you muſt 
20 thro with the buſineſs, or Expe& a Revenge from 
the Oppoſite Party equal to their Rage ; and tho [ 
Know you do not fear them, yet T would Adviſe you 
not to be too Secure of them, but let your Vigilance, 
Induſtry, and Application to all Sorts of Men, be equal 
to theirs at leaſt ; and then it #s Ten thouſand to one, 
Jou ſhall never try either theirs or your own Lalour, 
and as your Caſe is better, ſo let it infþire you wit) 

more Reſolution to Stand and Fall with it ; and his Il * 
Moſt hearty Prayers for a good Succeſs upon all your 
Loyal Undertakings and Deſigns, ſhall never be want: 

ng, Who is EE 


In 


Your moſt Devoted 


Servant. 


THE 


THE 


Third Part 


' OF THE 


ADDRESS 


TO THE 


FREE-MEN and FREE-HOLDERS: 


I S Majeſty by the Bleſſing of GOD 
8 -having Suppreſt the ſhort Scorch Re- 
Y bellion, which in great part miſcarried 
by the timeing of it, tho no human 
fore-ſight on their part: could have 
prevented that, His Majeſty firſt 
Proroguing and then Diſſolving that 


arlament which ſeem'd to be the occaſion of .it, Fac 
uch : 


(2) 


ſuch Secrecy and Quickneſs, that their Friends at Loy. 
Þ..dou could give them ao Previous Notice of his Inten. 
tions ſo to do : So that beſides the total diſappointing 
them of all that Countenance, Ayd and Aſſiſtance they 
promiſed themſelves from Eng/and,many of their Friend 
at home, whoſe Crimes being leſs, had not the ſame ne. 
cellity, or whoſe Zeal was got of that fiery temper with 
theirs, and therefore were prutſently reſolved (tho they 
wiſhed well to the defign) yet not to hazard their ſweet 
Lives and Fortunes in it till they ſaw what Succeſs theſe 
firſt Venturers had, who hearing of the Prorogation of 
the Parliament, and being doubtleſs admonifked by their 
London Friends at the fame time not to ſtir during this 
| thort Receſs, (as they then thought it would be) layd 
by all thoughts of Joyning with them and Augmenting 
their Numbers, and the Privy Councils in both Nations 
attending ſolely to that buſineſs, it was Extinguithed 
almoft as cally as +t began. |, 
Upon which His Majeſty by his Royal Proclamation 
Diſſolved this Parliament, and Klued out Writs for an- 
E other to Sit at WeſtminFer the Seventeenth day of Ot 
_ ter, 1639. Hoping his Subjefts duly refleting wpor 
WH the arriages of the Laſt Houſe of Commons, and 
the Danger the Natzon had ſo narrowly eſcaped of Being 
involved in another deſtruftive Inteſtine War, at a tim: 
when the Victorious) Arms of France hung like a drea& 
tal Cloud ever our heads, and the High Diſcontenrsd 
the Popthh Party, which were inflamed andinraged boti 
by the Diſcovery and Proſecutions of the late Plot, ls) 
broytng in the Bowes of the Nation, world | 
with more Prudence and Cautton in the Next Elections, 
and ſend Him up men of Better Tempers,or that at 
theſe Gentlemen by that Alt, ſeeing He was reſolved t0 
keep the Reins in his own hands, end to let them 5 


(3) 
or Diſſolve them according as they behaved themſelves, 
would thereby be kept in better awe for the future,and 
make uſe of a little more calmneſs in their Proceedings, 
it it were but to continue their Being, | 

But alas, His Majeſty ſoon found himſelf deceived in 
his Expectation, the common people who ſee with other 
mens eyes, and follow as they are led, and that is for 
the moſt part, the wrong way, were eaſily perſwaded 
to believe in the firſt place that this Parliament was Pro- 
rogued and Diſſolved onely to prevent the Tryal of the 
Popiſh Lords in the 7ower ; tho the Not Trying of them 
was one of the greateſt Cauſes that Moved his Majeſty 
to it, as appears plainly both by the Journals of both the 
Houſes, and his Majeſttes Speech in the Concluſion of 
that Seſſion of Parliament; and altho theſe Five Lords 
were brought to the Bar, and the Commons ſummon'd 
to give in Evidence againſt them that very day that they 
were Prorogued, they refuſed :to do it. b- 

And on the other fide, the Malecontents rejoyced 
greatly in it, being well aſſured that the ſame Men 
would be choſen again, and ſo made uſe of this. Diſlo- 
lution as a means to incenſe the People againſt the King 
and the Government, and to increaſe the real or pre- 
tended fears of Men by their Loud Clamours againſt 
French Penſioners, Popery, Arbitrary Government, and 
the like, which both in diſcourſe and Print (the Preſs 
being now at Liberty from its former reſtraint) they 
objected with equal Confidence and Falſhood againſt 
the Loyal Gentlemen that had oppoſed them. 

But beſides theſe general Charges, they made ſpecial 
uſe of two things that fell out in the laſt Parliament, 
and that had a mighty influence upon the Minds of the 
populace and other Unthinking men. The firſt of 


which was to repreſent all thoſe Gentlemen of the 
= | Houſe 
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Houſe of Commons who had Voted againſt the BY! 
for Excluding his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Tork, as 
Papiſts, or at Jeaſt Popiſhly afte&ted ; and for my part, 
I believe it was the principal Motive of bringing in that 
Bill : for it is ſcarce poffible but that they muſt ſee, at- 
ter that Sccond Dedaration that his Majeſty made in 
that very Scflion concerning the Succeſſion : and the 
Houle ot Lords refuſing to joyn with them in the firſt 
of theſe Votes that introduced that Bill, that they ſhould 
never be able to get it paſs into an Act, but "then they 
might eaſily forelee however it would be a powerſul 
means of inciting the People againſt all that ſhould op- 
poſe it, and prevail with them to paſs a Sentence upon 
them as Popiſhly affected at leaſt, it not down-right 
Arrant Papitts ; and herein they had great part of their 
deſign, and there was no Motive more trcquently uſed 
than this, and for the moſt part it was driven a httle 
higher and urged againſt Is Majeſty too, as by the bye, 
thus, What, will you give your Voice for who is a 
Papiſt, and Voted for the Duke of York in the laſt Par- 
liament, who is an Arrant Papiſt, and the King is little 
better. Which words were aCtually ſpoken by one of 
that Party, and Sworn upon him at his Majeſty's Suit, 
and for which the party was Fined Five hundred Marks 
in the Xings-Bench. And by this Sole Argument they 
prevailed to Exclude almoſt all thoſe Gentlemen, and 
to fill up their places with men of their own principles, 
and traduced his Majeſty, the Court, and all the Mini- 
ſters of State, and almoſt all the Gentry and Loyal 
Clergy too for endeavouring vo have theſe men cho:en 
ag41N,. 

The Second Thing that they made great advantage of, 
was the pretended diſcovery of Sir S$.Fox of the Penfion- 
ers in' the'Long Loyal Parliament;zwhich os 

any 
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haſtily made, and No Record of 1t being entred, they 
took the Confidence to Add to it whomſoever they 
were pleaſed to have ſo thought, by the ſmall Free-men 
and Free-holders, and that was a Number it may be 
double and treble to that Sir $, mentioned ; however I 
am ſure that the Written Liſts that were then ſpread 
abroad, and which were all of Equal Authority, or pre- 
tended to be ſo, did not agree, ſome having more Names 
than other, and I am well aflured that ſome Perſons 
Named were not Penſioners, nor could be fo; and there- 
fore I believe Sir S. never faid they were ; but they were 
added by the Tranſcribers,according to their private In- 
tereſts or Paſſions, but they made the People believe 
they knew who would be Penſioners too, which was 
ſomewhat difficult, and led the diffidence to that height, 
as to Exclude, as far as they could poſſibly, not onely 
all the Courtiers and other Perſons who had any Places 
of Profit and Advantage under his Majeſty , but their 
Relations too; and Wanted not much that *they had 
Excluded all thoſe who bore any honorary Imploy- 
ments or Offices, ſuch as Deputy-Lieutenants and Juſti- 
ces of the Peace. So that nothing now recommended 
a man fo efteQually for a Parliament-man, as that he 
had not been thought fit to be truſted in the leaſt 
by his Majzſty or their Neighbour Gentry ; or havin 

been ſo, had been turned out : all which were gkder 
as Men not to be bought, Enemies to the Court,and Mi- 
niſters, and therefore true Friends to the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion and the Country. All which tended (as they faid) 
to the Advancement of his Majeſties Service, and to 
the increaſing the Love of the People towards him and 
the Government, and he was a hard-hearted man who 
called the Sincerity of their Loyal intentions in que- 


ſtion. 
E 2 . -.- The 


Appeal from 
che Country 
20 the City, 
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Theſe two being added to all the Ill ways they had 
made uſe of in the tormer Ele&ion, no wonder if his 
Majeſty was not Satisfied with the Returns, when. he 
faw by them what men he was to meet in his next 
Houſe of Commons. Whereupon his Majzſty Pro 
rogued them at the day of their meeting till a turther 
time, and ſo kept them from. meeting to Sit till th? 
217th. of October, 1680. And now let us ſee how they 
behaved themſelves in this Interval. Wherein I ſhall 
deſire the Reader's Excuſe if I do not relate things in 
that preciſe order they tell out, it being. nothing mate- 
rial to my purpoſe. 

His Majeſties Intentions of Proroguing the Parlia- 
ment from time to time, ſo as not to permit a Seision 
till the time he had deſigned, which was a Year, being 
once known, the great Contrivers of all our Diſturban. 


ces, who met, and ordered all things in Clubbs and cloſe 


Cabals, fell into the greateſt Paſſion imaginable, they 
had carried things to that height, out of deſign to force 
the King to Difſolve that Parliament, or yield more 


than he could either ſpare or recall ; but then they had, 


made their count he could not continue long without 
another Parliament, and the quick choyce, and the tem- 
per of the Men generally Returned was, as they gave 
out in their Pamphlets, according to their hearts deſire : 
But then if they might be diflolved or prorogued when 
ever they came to Redreſs the Grieyances of the People, 
that is, when ever hts Majeſty pleaſed to, think it Expe- 
dient, and eſpecially for ſo long a time, the heat the 


People were then in might cool, other thoughts might. 


ariſe, the fears of an immediate Execution of the Plot 
upon them, might appear (as they knew they were) 
vain and falſe. His Majeſty might Recover his Eſtima- 


tion with his People, and ſhew he was able to Subſiſt. 


with- 


$2 


without preſent Supplies from a Parliament ; and which 
orieved them moſt of all, he might in this time Root 
up the Reliques of the Scorch Rebellion in ſuch man- 
ner, that no aſſiſtance would afterwards be to be had 
from thoſe Northern Brethren, what need ſoever they 
might have of them ; which is as good as confeſt by the 
Author of the Appeal to the City. 

To prevent theſe and ſeveral other dreadful Conſe- 
quences of this Nature,they caſt their heads what courſe 
they _ take, the way of Pamphlets was ſlow and 
uncertain, 
the Nation with that Crude fort of Rebellious and Dil- 
loyal Diſcourſes, which ſerved rather for the divertiſe- 


ment to:Idle men, . then gave them any great Advantage, 


at leaſt for the preſent ; and they had need, in this at- 
fair, of ſome very quick and powertul Expedient, that 
might work 9 278 upon the King , and downward 
upcn the People. | 

Neither could: they then bethink themſelves of any 
better remedy than to revive the o!d way of Tumultu- 
ous Petitions, ſigned by all forts of people, and that in 


nd they had almoſt Cloyed the Appetite of 


vaſt Numbers. The firſt of which fort, as I believe, was Ay. 1603. 
the Mille manus Petition Preſented to King James; Tho C. Hif. 
is Fuller acquaints us, there was onely 750 * Preachers BY 9. 


hands ſet to it, and thoſe Colletted out of 2 5. Counties. 
Yet afterwards, Eſpecially in the beginning of the Laſt 


Pag. 7. 


But after 


this the 


Rebellion, when they had any great Deſign to bring Aythor 
about, which they. had reaſon to expect would be oppo- faith other 


Petitions 


were ſet a foot about the ſame time for Aboliſhing Epsſcopacy, and ſetting 
up Presbytery ; To which no Hand that had five Fingers, was Refuſed z 
ind that George Lord Goring, then a Boy, ſet his hand to one of them, in 
the right ( I believe) of his Mother, a good Lady much Addicted to that . 


Party, Fuller, Ib. Page 24. 


ſed; . 


$3 Qar. 2. 
Cap. 5- 


Vind. of the 
Liturgy, 
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ſed ; Next to bringing great Numbers of mean and ty. 
mulcuous pzople down to White-Hall and Weſtminſter. 
Hall, with rude and loud Clamours to Say over again 
what they had firſt inſpircd into them : This I now 
mention of Sending into the City of Loxdor, and the 
Remoter Corporations and Counties, of Petitions, Com- 
plaints, Remonſtrances and Declarations to the King, or 
Loth or either Houſes of Parliament, for alteration of 
Matters eſtabliſhed by Law, redreſs of Pretended Grie- 
vances in Church or State, or other publick Concern. 
ments was one ſpecial means they olten made uie of,and 
that with great Succeſs, Theſe Petitions, as the Learned 
Dr. Hammond te/s us, were for the mot part framed and 
pat into the Peoples hands even in ſet preſcribed forms, and 
then committed to certain Confiding men, who carried 
them to the places appointed, and there ſolicited as ma- 
ny as they could poſlibly to Sign the ſame, not regard- 
ing ſo much the Quality as the Number of the Subſcri- 
bers, who for the moſt part were mean Mechanicks, 1I. 
literate 1gnorant Countrymen, Servants, Apprentices, 


Journey men and Children ; which Petitions they atter 


delivercd with great Numbers of People to the King or 
Parliament, and were deſigned by them that then {et 
them aloot, not ſo much to perſwade or intreat, as to 
terrifie and compel, every Petitioner being as it were 
Liſted to force, 1t he could not otherwiſe obtain his de- 
fire. And accordingly this way was made uſe of, when 
either the King or the Major part of either Houſe would 
not be drawn otherwiſe to Comply with theſe Repub- 
licans; and afterwards when they came to be imployed 
againſt them, or to croſs their humours or Intereſts,they 
diſcountenanced them as much as they could ; tho all 
this would have been too little, if they had not made 
uſe of Arms againſt theſe bold Suiters, the Apprentices 


of 


— - 
—— 
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of London, Faly the 26. 1647. ſhutting up the Com- 
mons Doors, and Compelling them to yield the City 
the Ordering of their own Militia ; and alfo to pais a 
Vote, That the King ſhould be admitted to come to Low. Ibid. 248. 


dow to Treat ; whici tho it were ſufficiently revenged, 1b.282,283, 


yet when afterwards Eſſex and * Surrey Petitioned a- * May 26, 
gain for a Peace in that manner, they ſent the Guards 45. 
to beat them away ; whercupon tlivers vere wounded, 
and ſome ſlain. And as to the Xertiſh-men, who by 
their Grand Jury about the ſame time had framed a 
Petition far Peace in the Name of the whole Shire, they 

by the Commizzee for that County prohibited the ſane, 

by a Printed Paper publiſhed in all the Churches,Brand- 

ing it to be SEDITIOUS and TUMUL! UOQUS, and 
laying, that 7, hey would hang up tv'0 in every Fariſh,that 
were promoters of it, and Sequeſter th? r:ſt, Which was to 
declare themſelves Abhborrers with a Vengeance. 


Yet this Unruly Engine was the only tool our Sobcr 
Proteſtants could at this time think powertul enough 
to Compel his Majeſty to recede from his declared Re- 
ſolution, and permit the Parliament to Sit forthwith; 
and the method they uſed was preciſely the fame that 
had been imployed againſt his MzJ:{ty's Father of Blef- 
kd Memory, viz. theſe Petitions were drawn by their 
Clubbs and Cabals in London : or ſome fay onely tran- 
ſribed from an Old 41. Copy, and then fent down by 
truſty men who had five ſhillings per Centum, for pro- 
euring hands, and * that of all Sorts and Ages,Degrees + The [n- 
and Qualities ; not caring who they were, ſo the Num- ftructions 


ber was great : And I have bcen told this Story from were, That 


it mattered 


wt tho they were neither Gentlemen nor Frec-blders, but that they (the Procu- 
ters of Subſcriptians ) ſhould get 45 many Hands 4s they could. 
Crediblc 
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Credible hands, One of theſe Procurers coming 'to a 
Godly Weaver in Eſſex to get his hand to the Petition, 
bethoughr himfeif that the Weaver had a Boy to his Son, 
and asked if he would not Subſcribe too 2 Tes, replyed 
the Weaver, if he were at home, but he is now gone with a 
Cow to a Neighbour's Bull. That is nothing, 1aid the Pe. 
tition-Monger, 7 can ſet his hand. Which he accord. 
ingly preſently did, and made the poor Boy become an 
humble Supplicant to the King, when he thought of no- 
thing leis. But I mult conſets they varied in one thing 
trom the Old method ; tor-they did not preſent them as 
heretofore by the hands of great Multitudes of the Pe. 
titioners, but ſent them by tome tew perſons of the bet- 
ter ſort, which was a Civility was not ſo much paid to 
his Majeſty, as his Guards, who might have endangered 
theſe Gentlemen Orators Skulls, 1t they had made as 
bold with the Son, as their Predeceſſors did with the 
Unarmed Father. 

For my part, when I reflect ſeriouſly on this Strats- 
gem, I cannot perſwade my felt they had any great 
hope to prevail upon the King by it; who too well 
remembred what ill Conſequences had followed this 
way of proceeding in the Reign of his Father, to Coun 
tenance it in his own, by granting any thing that was 
ſoasked. And therefore I conceive the Cunningeſt & 
them had theſe further ends in It : Firſt, to Engage 
men by theſe Subſcriptions to be more faſt to them,and 

, their deſigns. Secondly, To Try whether the People 
might be brought to Tumult if they had occaſion for 
it. Thirdly, To incenſe them the more againſt the 
Government if theſe Petitions were denyed, by repre- 
ſenting it as a perſonal injury to them, every man be- 
ing Naturally more fond of his own than anothetrs 
Counſel. Fourthly, to ſhew the Number and Strengi 
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of their Adherents, Fifthly, To make them known 
each' ro'dther, to which end the Odd Phraſes, Whining 
Tones, Devout ſhruggs of old, and the Green Ribtans 
of late, were taken up alſo. 

But whatever the deſign was, his Majeſty having the 


Authority of a Szatute on his fide wiſely provided in 13 Car. 2. 

better times, had the Addreſs todiſappoint this Project ; C. 5. as alſo 
by theJudg- 
ment of all 
the Judges, 


and ſharply reprehending thoſe that were ſo- filly as to ER 


Firſt, by a Proclamation, which prohibited this * Exer- 
ciſe as Illegal and Tumultuous, and tending to Sedi- 
tion and Rebellion. - Secondly, by diſcountenancing 


preſent” them. Thirdly, by encouraging another Sort 
of perſons who upon better grounds were as ready to 
deteſt and abhor them in a more Regular and Legal 
way.; and theſe being for the moſt part men of Autho- : 
rity in their Country, - ſo quelled this many-headed #y- 
dra; that thei triple. Cordial of a Commons Vote have 
not been able ſince-to Revive it: And ſo Þ ſhall take my 
leave of it, till I come to thoſe Votes and the proceedings 
upon them. *. 2 

In the-laterim;. 1 deſire my dear Countrymen, they 


would refle&-Serioufly--upon what is herefaid, and re- 


member what fruits rhey. reaped of this pernicious ſeed 
the laſt time they 'were prompted by this Sort of men to 
tie uſe of it, and how they Treated the Surrey and Ken- 
tihmen for uſing it toa purpoſe for which it was never 


defigned; the-procuring PEACE: -» - 


His Majeſly therefore Prorogued -the Parliament 
from-the 17th of Ofober, to the 26 of Fanzary, and then 
meeting them in Perſon and making @ Gracious Speech 
to them, Prorogued them to the x 5th of 4pri/and then 
to the. x 77h of May, and from thence'to the Firſt of Z4y, 


-and :fo on to the-224.:0t the ame; and thence! to the 


23d. of: Auguſt, and' from 'thence to the 24.0t Of 
| F er, 


(12) 
ber, 1679. when he declared they ſhould finally: Sic 
according to his former Reſolution ; which the Petitions 
had more confirmed him 1n. iff 

In the Interim ſeveral things hapned worth the taking 
Notice of, as giving us fome Light anto the Deſigns of 
the Common-wealth Party and the Temper of .the Dif 
ſenters, by which, we may Judge what we ſhall meet 
with at their hands if ever they prevail again. '_. 


The firſt I will Inſtance-in was their Treatmentof the 
London Apprentices. Some. of them had been buſy in 
Burning the Pope, andafter that had been;drawn 1n to 
Sign the Petition; but finding they had diſobliged others 


LEſtrange's by it, to give ſome Satisfaction, they gave Notice in 
Narr. of the Print, That they would burnithe Rump the 29th of May 


Plot, pag. I Jo 


4to, 


Exatt Col- 
leition of De- 
bated p.112. 


following ; and this was taken for ſuch an affront, by 
the Young Gentlemen of that Old Family'of Rampers, 
that preſently all the Prentices were made 'Traytors, 
Confſpirators, moſt of them faid to be Papiſts, for which 
ſeveral of them were Impriſoned, and it was much grief 
of heart to the Merciful Rumpers too, that they were 
not Hanged ; and one of them, with great regret, told 
the following Parliament, That he thought Cap. Tom. 
was at Tangier, who' ſhould have headed the ao 


Mutiny in London; and if (faith the Gentleman ) 7 be not 
Miſ-informed, is a Captain too for that intended Eminent 


\ Service. A Sad Story if it was true, and there was no 


miſ-information- in the caſe ſome where or other: but 
this was onely meant for a Kind Refleion on the Go- 
vernment, which is grown of late _—__ in Love 
with Mutinies, and doubtleſs made Capt. Zom, a Cap- 
tain there not onely toreward: him for his Eminent In- 
tended Service in Loudoy, but"to putthim into a Capa- 


-eity of promoting a Tumult or Mutiny. there too. Up- 
| on 


Fa 
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on this Occaſion T am ſhrewdly tempted to remember 
ſome of the 4x. Tumults and Mytinies in bebalf of the 
Rump; but becauſe they were not Popiſh but Purita: 
Mutinies, and for the Service of 'the' Common-welllrlf of 
England, T will forbear it :* OnelyTwili'give theWorld 
a Cauti6n'nor to be mightily Surprized,itakterwards the 
Late Adtrefling Apprentices be clawed away: for Pa- 
pi and Mutinetrs too, If there be: not too many of 
a © Fae 

In the beginning of May, his Majeſty had two or three 
Fits ofan Ague, which went off again without any great 
hazard to his Life ; yet this: occaſioned fome'eonfider- 
able Events.. In one of the Fits there\was-ſome-tamper- 
ing aroog his back-Friends for the Proelaiming his 
orig D. of M. King, in caſe his Majeſty ſhould die 
of that Sickneſs. 

About that time, that there was-a Pamphler:Printed to 
make out a Title for tint ms nm. to ſome Strangs 
Diſcoveries to be made of a Blaet Box, that ſhould do 
the D. much Kindneſs ; but tho his Majeſty and the Privy- 
Council took all the Care imaginable to diſcover the 
Author of this Black Box-difcourſe, - it could not be 
found : And to prevent" the HEffe&s of ſuch Ramors 
for the tuture, his Majeſty Publiſhed a Declaration the 
24 of Fune,1679. which tho it hath been already printed, 
and.is Long, yet becauſe it may be very hard to pro- 
duce it ſome Years hence, wilt take the pains to Inſert 
it here, Fom the &zzerre of the 74 of Juwe, 1630. 


F z - CHARLES 


(14) 


CHARLES R. 


TE cannot but take Notice of the great Induſtry 
and Malice wherewith ſome men of a Deditious 
and Reſtleſs Spitit, do ſpread abroad a moſt 


Falſe and Scandalous ws wt of 4 Marriage \or Contrafl 
of Marriage, ſuppoſed to be had and made between Ts and 


one Mrs. TUalters, alias Barlow, #ow Deceaſed, Mother 
of the preſent Duke of Penmouth, aiming thereby to fi 
the Minds of Our Loving Subjets with Doubts and Fears, 
and if poſsible to droide them into Parties and Fattions, 
and as much as in them lies, to bring into queſtion the Clear 
@ndoubted Right of Our True.and Lawful Heirs and Suc- 
ceſſors to the Crown. We have therefore thought Our Self 
Obliged to Let our Loving SubjetFs ſee what ſteps We (cat 
of Our Care of them. and their Paſterity ) have already 
made,-in order to Obviate the I] Conſequences that ſo dan- 
gerous and Malicious a Report may have in Future Times 


upon the Peace of Our Kingdoms. 


1s January Laſt was Twelvemonth, We made a Declara- 
tion written with Our Own Hand in the Words fol. 


lowing. 


"T1 Here being a Falſe and Malicious Report Induſtriouſly 

, ſpread abroad by Some, CUAho are Neither ctends 
to Ye noz the Duke of Wonmouth, as if 7 /ou/s 
have been Either Contrafted or Married to his Mother : 
and though I am moſt Confident that this Idle Story, cannot 
have any Effet in this Age, Tet I thought it my Duty in 
relation to the true Succeſsion-of this Crown, and that fu- 
ture Ages may not have any pretence to give diſturbance 


#pon that Score or any other of this Nature, to declare, as 
T. 


(35) 
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1] do here io an 6 preſence Y; Almighty, (7 

was never Married, nor gave any. Contratt to wy. Woman 

whatſbever, But to M Wife Queen £ erine, ey 

 amnow Married. InWitneſs whereof I have ſet My Han 
at White-Hall rhe S7xth of January 1679. - | 


This Declaration 7 made CHARLES R« 
in the Preſence of TRE AB PN 


W. Cant. # Coventry, 
HT. Finch, C, FJ. Williamſon. 


Toſtrengthen which Declaration, We did in March fol. 
hwing (which was March laf# was Twelve-month) make a: 
more Publick Declaration in Our Privy Council, written 
likewiſe with Our Own Hand ; and having cauſed a true 
Tranſcript thereof to be Entred in Our Council Books, We 
Signed it, and cauſed the Lords of Our Privy Council ther 
attending Ts in:Council, to Subſcribe. the ſame likewiſe:; 
and We Ordered the Original to be kept in the Council 
Cheft, where it Now remains. The Entry whereof in the 
Council Book 35 in theſe words following, 


At the Court'at White-Hall, March 3% 1679.. 


| 


4 


Preſent - 
The KING'S. Moi} Excellent Majeſty 
Lord Chancellor, Earl of Eſſex, j 
Lord T1 reaſurer, | Parl of Bathe,- 


Duke of Lauderdale, Zarl of Craven, 
Marqueſs of Worceſter, Earl of Aylesbury, | 
Earl of Offory, Lord Bifhop of London, 
Lord Chamberlain,  FZEord Biſhop of Durham; 
Earl of Sunderland, . - © Lord Maynard, | * 
Earl 'of Clarendon, Mr. Fice-Chamberlain, ÞOY 


4 


(16) PORE Ns 

Fis Majeſty was this day pleaſed to. Command that the 
pectrren Rrpge following J Freed. the Comet 
Book, it being 4 Written and Signed by his Majeſty's Own 
Hand, in a Paper which his Majeſty this day delivered at 
the Board, to be Kept in the Council C BF, VIE -- | 
DT1TAHYI q \ :$133Q 0a) 
E OR the avoiding of Any diſpute which may happev in 
time to come concerning the Succeſſion of the Crowy, 

I do hereby Declare 'tn the Preſence of Almighty God, 

That I Never gave nor made any Contratt of Marriage, 
mor was Married.to auy Woman whatſoever, but to My pre- 


ſent Wife Queen Catherine now Living. 


White-Halt the Third day "CHARLES KR. 
of March, 1679. 


His Majeſty Commanded us who were preſent at the ma- 
king and Signing this Declaration, to atteſt the ſame. 


Finch, C. Oſfory, Eſlex, H. London, 
Danby, Arlington, Bathe, N. Durham, 
Lauderdale,: . Sunderland, Craven,  W. Maynard, 
Worceſter, Clarendon, Aylesbury, G. Carteret. 


Is April Laff We found the ſame Rumonr wot only Re- 
vived again, but alſo Improved with New Additions, t0 
wit, 1t was gives out, That there was a Writing yet Ex- 
tant, and lately produced. before ſeveral Perſens, where) 
the ſaid Marriage or Contract at {caſt,(for the Report wa 
Pariou) would appear, and that there are ſeueral Lords 
and others, yet Living, mho were preteuded ta bave been pre- 
ſent at he fad Mar ate... i We Knew fall well that.it was 

- 


Impoſſible. that any thing of this ſhould be, true," (there bt- 
ing Nothing more Gr 


leſs and Falſe then that there ”y 
a 


f 
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any fob: Marriaye or Cott att: between Us. and Yn Taid 
Mrs. Waiters '«/za5 Bartow) Tet W2 procterttd::to cal Hes 


fore Vs, and cauſed t0 be Interrogated in the'Conncil Jach 


Lords and -other perfons as the Common Ramour did! Sgr+ 
miſe 14 have, been preſent at the pretended Marriage, or 
to Know' ſomething of it, or of the ſaid Writing. | > And 
Though it appeared to all Our Council Won the Hearing, of 
the ſaid Lords and other perſons ſeverally Interrogated, 
and upon their denying to have been preſent at any ſuch 
Marrtage, or to Know any thing of it or of any ſuch Wri. 
tings That the: Raifing and Spreading of ſuch" Report ſo 
incoherent in the ſeveral parts of it, was the Effett df \etzep 
Malice in ſome few, and of Looſe and Tale difcoarſe in 
others, Tet, We think it Requiſite' at. this time,to make Okt 
Declarationsiabove recited more Publick ; and to'Order 
the Same (as:We do hereby with the Advice of Our Privy 
Council) ta:be forthwith Printed and Publiſhed. And 
We do agais y- this Occafion call Almighty Goal':to-Wit- 
neſs, _ Declare upon the Faith of a Chriſtian, and the 
Word of a King, That there was never any Marriage, or. 
Conttatt of Marriage had'6r made between Vs and the faid 
Mrs. Walters alias Barlow, the Dake of Monmouthis Ho 
ther, or between Us and any Woman whatſoever,Our Royal 
Conſort (Queen Catherine, that now vs, Excepted.. | ' 


Ant We do bereby Striftly Require and Command all” 
Our Subjetts whatſoever, That they preſume not to Utter 
of Publiſh: any thing. contrary to the Tenvr of thi \QurDe-- 
claration, at theit Peril, and upon pain of being proceedbd 
egainſ} according to the Utmoſt Severity and Rigows of the 
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Gives at our Court -at White-Halk the Second tay of 
June, #» the Two and thirtieth Tear of Our Reigy. 


Ons. 


— — — 


{ &, 
Gr 8), 
.. On'the 15th of the ſame Month of Faure, Mr. Attor. 
ney General by his Majeſties Command, moved in the 
Court of Chancery , That theſe Declarations might be 
: Enrolled and made a Record of that Court, for the pre- 
q ſervation of them ; and-in order thereunto, the Lords, 
| and others of his Majeſties Privy Council, who were 
preſent when his Majeſty made and Signed thoſe Decla- 
rations, (and were Now in Court) being defired to At- 
teſt the ſame : They did it upon their Oaths ; as did 
likewiſe the Clerks of the Council; and then it was 
Ordered, hat the faid- Declarations ſhould be enrolled 
accordingly. ORD 
. And when about this time his Majeſty had ſent the 
Duke of Monmouth to refide for ſome time beyond the 
Seas, that he might not be made a Stale.to theſe Mens 
ill deſigns, they. wrought fo much' upon hin), that he 
returned-without his-Majeſtics Leave, : and all his Places 
which'were of greatiValue as well'as Truſt; Power, and 
Honour, were taken trom him. + - - o 


.. In the Laſt: Parliament at Weſtminſterz.the 1 0:h day 
of 'Fanuary,':16861: The Commons palt theſe Votes.” - | 


Reſolved, That \it is the Opinion of this Houſe, That 
James Duke of Monmouth hath been Removed from his 
__ and Commands, by the Influence of "the -Duke f 

"Wet. 63 on Rm A ASL. anita 2 ane 0 
-: Ordered; That an. humble \ Application be 'made to- His 
"Majeſty ifram.this Houſe, by ſuch Members thereof, as are 
of . his Majeſties Moſt Flonourable Privy Council, to. defire 
his Majefty to Reſtore the ſaid James Duke of Monmouth 
\to bis. ſaid Offices and Commands.;. ow 


Now let it be Conſidered, That there was not the 
a9 leaſt 
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leaſt regard had to the Duke of Monmouth or his Inte- 
reſt, till this day, in all that Seſſion of Parliament ; and 
now when it was faid they ſhould be Prorozued, and 
all the reaſon in the world to believe that a Diſſolution 
would follow, the laſt day in probability they were to 
Sit, his Majeſty being alfo diſoblig'd by the Yotes abour 
the Revenue ; ſo that it could not be ExpeQed that al- 
moſt any thing could be granted ; and when they 
could not Hope to ſee any effect of it, they paſſed theſe 
two Votes. For what might be expeded trom it, let 
his Grace the Duke of Monmouth, and all the World 
Judge, 

TI have heard fome men infinuate, that the Duke of 
Monmouth was ſent into Scotland, (tho there was noneed 
of him) that by that Defeat of the Diſſenters, he might 
be rendered odious to their Partiſans here 1n England, 
and ſo be turned out of all his Places, and No man Con- 
cern himſelf for him ; he having,as they would inſinuate, 
no Friends in Eng/ard but they. 


To which I anſwer, That it ought to be Conſidered, 
that on the one Side his Majeſty, who is the Father of 
the Duke, appears, whom all the World (his worſt Ene- 
mies not Excepted) acknowledg to be a Prince of a God- 
like Goodneſs and Clemency to his very Enemies; and 
on the other Side a Company of Men who have given 
large Demonſtrations that they are Enemies to Monar- 
chy it ſelf; and therefore not likely to be over-kind to 
any of the Royal Family, but for ill Ends, and ſuch as 
the Duke hath no reaſon to promote, if he did perfealy 
Underſtand them. 
| Now kt any man refle& upon this, and then pro- 
nounce as his Reaſon ſhall dire& him, whether his Ma- 


jeſty, or the Anti-Court Party were likelieſt to deſign 
i : e 
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the Ruine of the Duke ; that is, A Kind Father, or an 
Enraged and difobliged Enemy : To lay here, as they 
commonly do, That his Majeſty was impoſed upon by 
Crafty men, contrary to his Natural Goodneſs, to Con- 
ſent to the Ruine of his Son, is to Exalt his Geodnels to 
the deſtruction of his Prudence, and repreient him to 
the World as meerly paſlive, a Perſon eaſe to be deluded 
and abuſed ; the contrary of which is moſt apparent by 
his Actions, tho it ſhould be granted, that (as a Man) 
he hath ſome few times been deceived. 


Amongſt the Various Tricks and Projects that were 
then Set a foot, or Continued, there was none that plea- 
ſed ſo well, as a Cuſtom: which was taken up ſince the 
Expiring of the Afts for the Regulating of Printing, 
viz. to Print Weekly Intelligences or News-Books. 


Concerning which his Majeſty publiſhed this following 
Proc!amation the 17th of May. 


HEREAS 7 7s of great Importan:e to the 

/ State, that all News Printed and Publiſhed to 

the People,as well concerning Foreign as Domeſtick 

Affairs, ſhould be agreeable to Truth,or at leaf Warranted 
by Good Intelli ence, that the Minas of his Majefties Sub- 
jetts may not be diſturbed or amuzed by Lies or vain Re- 
ports, which are many times raiſed on purpoſe to Scanda: 
lize the Government, or for other indiref Ends: And 
whereas of Late many Evil-diſpoſed Perſons have made it 
, a Common prattiſe to Print and Publiſh Pamphlets of 
News, without Licence or Authority, and therein have 
vended to his Majeſties People, all the Idle and Malicious 
Reports that they could Collett or Invent contrary to Law ; 
the Comtinuance whereof would in a ſhort time endanger 
the Peace of the Kingdom, the ſame manifeſtly tending, 
| thereto,. 
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thereto, as has been declared by all Flis Majeſties Judges 
Unanimouſly : His Majeſty therefore Conſidering the Great 
Miſchief that may enſne upon ſuch Licentious and Ihegal 
praftiſes, If not timely prevented, Hath Thought fit by his 
Royal Proclamation, (with the Advice of his Privy Coun- 
cit) ftrifly to Pn and forbid all perſons whatſoever 
to Print or Publiſh any News-Books, or Pamphlets of News 
not Licenſed by his Majeſtics Authority. And to the In- 
tent all Offenders may Know their Danger, and Defiſt from 
any further proceedings of this Kind, His Majeſty is gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed hereby to Declare, T hat they ſhall be pro- 
ceeded againſt according to the Utmoſt Severity of the 
Law : And for that purpoſe Flis Majeſty doth hereby Will 
and Command all his Fudges, Juſtices of Peace,and all other 
his Officers and Miniſters of Juſtice whatſoever, That they 
take Effeftual Care that all ſuch as ſhall «ffend in the Pre- 
miſes, be proceeded againſt and puniſhed according to their 


demerits. 


There was ſcarce any thing more Clamoured againſt 
than the Proceedings upon this Proclamation, as it all 
the Liberties of the SubjeCt in England had Conſiſted in 
this, that they might be deluded and abuſed, terrified 
and aftrighted, flattered and enticed, by whoſoever had 
the Impudence to Undertake it, and that Weekly. 

Theſe Sorts of News-Mongers in the Interim are in- 
deed nothing but a ſort of State Tale-bearers: Now to 


make the Miſchief more Apparent, to any'man that is. 


fond of this Sort of Traſh, let them but confider what 
would follow in a private Family, if the Maſter of it 
ſhould permit this Sort of Vermin to AQ at Liberty 
what Feuds, Heart-burnings, Fears, Diſtruſts and Mu- 
twal Hatreds would arife;ſo that no man could'be able 
to maintain the Peace of his own houſe, if he might not 

| G3 2 puniſh 
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puniſh nor turn out ſuch perſons. Now the fame Con- 
t£quences, onely much worſe, muſt needs follow in a 
City, Country, or Kingdom ; for in a private Family 
the truth of things may be eaſily found out, the Parties 
being together; and yet 'tis a mighty trouble to peace- 
able people to be always contending and proving againſt 
others: but in the other inſtance it is irapoſſible often- 
times for an innocent perſon to repreſent-his Innocency, 
or diſprove his Accuſer. Now if it be true of the meaneſt 
private perſon, That A Good Name 1s to be valued as a 
man's Life, how much more reaſonable 1s it that the 
Eſtimation of Princes, and Great Men ſhould not ly at 
the Mercy of a company of Mean Scriblers? It is uſually 
faid, Malice ſpeaks well of no body ; but to be ſure if that 
be tainted with ambition and faction, the very poyſon 
of Aſps will be ſhot out upon the Governors that oppoſe 
and hinder their wicked Intentions and Deſigns. 

Nor is all this a Speculation, but an Experimented 
Truth, the ſame Sort of Men by the ſame ways, in the 
Memory of Vaſt Numbers of Men, once betore Ruined 
this Kingdom, and brought his Majeſty s Father to the 
Block ; as He Himſelf hath Elegantly deſcribed it in his 
Eikon Baſilike, Cap. 15. Part of which 1s as followeth. 


F T had not my own Tunocency, and Gods, Proteftion, it 
were hard for Me to ſtand out againſt theſe Stratagems 
and Conflitts of Malice, which by Falfities ſeek to op- 
preſs the Truth, and by. Jealouſies to, ſupply the. defeit of 
Real Cauſes, -which might ſeem' to Tuitifie ſo Unjuſt Em 
gagements againff Me. __ oper . * 

And indeed the worſt effefts of whon Heftility come (furt 
of theſe Deſigns ;' For I can mere. willingly Looſe my Crowns 
then my Credit z Nor..are my, Kingdoms ſo dear to Me 5 
My Reputation and Fontare. | 6 

Thoſe 
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Thoſe muſt have a Period with my Life, but theſe may 


Survive to a Glorious Kind of Immortality when I am dead. 
and gon? : A good Name being the Embalminz of Princes, 
and a ſweet Conſecrating of them to an Eternity of Love 
ard Gratitude among Poſterity. | 

Thoſe Foul and Falſe Aſperſions were Secret Engines at 
firſt employed againf My Peoples Love of Me: That Under: 


mining thair Opinion and Value of Me, my Enemies, and 


theirs might at once blow up therr affeftions, and batter 
down their Loyalty. 

If they had been my Open and Foraign Enemies, I could 
have born it; but they muſt be my own Subjetts, who are, 
next to my Children, dear to me. TH 

The Noiſe of my EviFCounſellors was another uſeful De- 
vice, For thoſe, who were impatient any mens Counſels but 
their own ſhould be followed in Church or State; who were 
So Eager in giving, Me better, Counſel, that they would 
wat give me Leave to take it with Freedom, as a Man; or 
Honour, as a King ;, making their Counſels more like a 
Drench that mu$t be poured down, than a Draught which 
might be fairly and leiſurely drank, if T liked its 

I will not Fultifie beyond humane Errours and Frailties 
wy Self, or my Counſellours :., They might be ſubject to ſome 
miſcarrtages, yet ſuch as were far more Reparable by Se- 
cond and better thoughts than thoſe enormious Extravas» 
gances, wherewith ſome men have Now even wildred, and 
almoſt quite Loſt both Church and State, ., _ _ 

The . Event of things at laft will make it evident to my 
Subjets, That had 1 followed the worFt Counſels, that my 
worſt Counſellors ever had the boldneſs to offer to Me,. or 
my Self any Inclination to uſe; 1 could not ſq ſoon have 
brought both Church.aud.State, in Three Flowriſhing, King» 


doms. to ſuch, a Chags;of, Confuſtons,aud Hell of Miſeries,. 
lf 
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the Midſt of their many great Advantages, red:em eithe; 
Me or my Subjects. 

I cannot ſuffer fo much in Point of Flonour, by thoſe Ru: 
and Scandalous PAMPHLETS, (which like fire in 
great Conflagrations, flie up and down to ſet all places oy 
like flames) as thoſe men do; who pretending ſo much ty 
Piety, are ſo forgerfas of their Duty to God and Me : by n, 
ways ever Vindicating the Majeſty of their Ktng againſt 
any of thoſe who contrary to the Precept of God, and Pre. 
cedent of Angels,ſpeak evil of Dignities,and bring Rayling 
Accuſations againſt thoſe, who are honoured with the Name 
of Gods : but "tis no wonder if Hen not fearing God, ſhould 
uot honour their King. 


Thus far That Hlluſtrious Saint and Martyr, who felt 
the Heat and ſuffered the Scorchings ; firſt, of thoſe 
Tongues that are ſet on fire by Hell; and after of theſe 


Pamphlet-Flakes and Sparks which raiſed ſuch a Firein 
His Three Kingdoms, as occaſioned his Ruine,and Mur- 
ther ; and the Baniſhing of his Wife and Children, and 
were likely enough to have ended in the total and ever- 
laſting Ruine of the Engli/þ Church and Nation. 

And can any man believe it reaſonable that his Son 
our preſent Moſt Gracious 'Soveraign, ſhould fat ſtill 
and Suffer Himfelt and his Miniſters, his Judges and his 
Officers both Civil and Military, to be repreſented to 
his People in the moſt Odious Manner that Malice can 
invent, and a Thouſand falſe ridiculous Lyes and Slan- 
ders to be vented againſt him and them! No ſurely,it 
can never be expected ; and were not another Rebellion 
deſigned, it would never be defired : Thus the Laſt be- 
gan, and thus the Next muſt begin. We have the Te- 
{timony. of His Mejeſty's Father and our -own | Remem- 
 brance-or the one ; and: we are Senſible how far things 

£73 are 


(25) 

are Advanced of late that way, for a proof of the other. 
And if theſe hot-headed Religious Lyers think it rea- 
{onable that for tear of the Unjuſt reproach of Aſlerting 
Arbitrary Government, the hazard ſhould be run of 
having no Government, I hope, they will find them- 
ſelves deceived,” and I am ſure his Majeſty hath not one 
Loyal Subje&t 1n all his Three Kingdoms that is not of 
this mind. = 

My Lord Coke in the Pleas of zhe Crown tells us, That Cay, gz. 
the Law before the Conqueſt was, That the Author and 1p. les. 
Spreader of Falſe Rumours amongſt the People had his Aluered. 
Tongue cut out, if he redeemed it not by the Eſtima- Cap. 28. 
tion of his Head : And ſurely the Printing of ſuch is not 
2 leſs but a greater Crime,and deſerves a greater puniſh- 
ment. 

And in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, one Stubbs had 4mo 158 1, 
his Right hand -Cut off tor writing a Libel againſt the 
Queen, as Camden tells us; which Stubbs was Brother 
nLaw to Carthwright the famous Puritan Preacher in 
theſe days. 

By a Statute made the 3 Ed.r, Cap.33. it was Enact- 
ed, That from thenceforth none ſhould be fo hardy to Tel 
or Publiſh any Falſe Newes or Fales, whereby Diſcord or 
Slander may Grow between the King and his People, or the 
Great Men cf the Realm; And he that doth fo, ſh:ll be 
taken and kept in Priſon until he hath Erought him into 
the Court which was firſt Author of the Tale. Which is 
confirmed, 2 Rich. 2. Cap. 5. And again, 12 Rich. 2, 
Cad, 11. with this addition, That if the Offender. could 
mt find his Author, Te ſhould be puniſhed by the Advice 
if the Council, Both which Statutes are ſtill in force : tho 
thoſe of the 1 & 2 P. M. Cap. 13: & 1 Eliz. 6. upon 
Which $745 was puniſhed, are Expired. So that here 
Sno Need of Arbitrary proceeding to puniſh ſuch _ 
orders, 
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orders, when a due Execution of theſe Old Statutes 
might do the bufineſs. 


The 22. of Jane, 1680. The Rebel Scots endeavour. 
ing to renew their Rebellion, 21 perſons Aſſembled,and 
aiter a Solemn Proccifion and Singing of P/alms, Pub. 
liſhed and affixed on the Crols at Sanchar a Paper,where- 
:n they declare for themſelves, And all that will Adhere 
to them as the Repreſentatives of the true Presbyterian 
Church and Covenanted Nation «f Scotland, they do diſou 
Charles Stuart who has been Raigning, or rather Tyran- 
aizing on the Throne of Brittain theſe Tears paſt, as having 
any Right or Title to, or Intereſt in the Crown of Scotland 
or Government, 4s Forgeited ſeveral 1 axle? vom by his Per. 
jury and Breach of Covenant with God and his Church, aud 
Uſurpation of his Crown aud Royal Prerogatives therein 
&c. So they proceeded to Excommunicate'and Depoſ 
his Majeſty, and 70 Perſons took up Arms againſt him, 
the chief of which were Donald Cargile, and one Hal, 
who were ACQtually in the Laſt Rebellion. 

Theſe men ſwore either to other, That if any perſm 
who ſhould joyn with them, ſhould afterwards ſubmit to the 
King upon any account whatſoever, or own him for their 
King, the reſt ſhould Butcher the Party ſo ſubmitting, So 
that ſeveral of them being taken, and upon Tryal found 
Guilty of this Horrid and Divilliſh Conſpiracy, choſe 
rather to Suffer as Traytors, than to own their King,or 
ask a Pardon from him, as fearing a worſer Death from 
their fellow Confpirators, than the Law would infli& 
upon them. 


Now I would defire my Country-men to Confidet 
Seriouſly, whether the Popiſh Tenents are worſe than 
theſe Presbyterian DoEtrines ; and whether his Majclly 
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render Our Friendſhip leſs Conſiderable abroad. 
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is not as much in danger to fall by the hands of one of 
theſe reformed Aſlaſſinates, as by a Conſecrated Jeſuite, ( 


On Thurſday the 21. of Oftober, 1680. Thelong Ex- | 
pected and impatiently Deſired Parliament met at Weft= / 
minſter; And I will now attend it,to ſee whether it were 
ſuch as anſwered the hopes of theſe Petitioners, who had [ 
boaſted of it as a Maſter-Piece, and which was to Con- x 
found all they were pleaſed to Call Popery. Which [2 
Parliament his Majeſt y began with this Speech. 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 


FTE ſeveral Prorogations I have made, have bees 
very advantagious to Our Neighbours, and Very Uſe- 
ful to Me ; for I have imployed that time in making 
and perfefling an Allzance with the Crown of Spain, ſuit- 
able to that which I had before with the States of the 
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United Provinces, aud they alſo had with Spain, Con/iſt. *' 
ing of Mutual Obligations of Succour and Defence. 
I have all the Reaſon in the World to believe, that what F 


was ſo much defired by former Parliaments, muſt needs be [| 
very grateful to you now: for tho ſome perhaps may wiſh | 
theſe Meaſures had been taken ſooner , yet no man can 
with reaſon think it is now too Late; for they who defire 
to make theſe Alliances, and they who defire to break them, 
ſhew themſelves of another Opinion. 

And as theſe are the bef# Meaſures that could be taken PF 
fer the Safety of England and Repoſe of Chriſtendom, $9 l 7 
they cannot fail to attain their End, and to ſpread and im- | 
prove themſelves further, if Our Diviſions at home do not 
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To prevent theſe as much as may be, TI think fit to renew 
to you all the Aſſurances which can be d:/ired, That nothing 
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(hall Le wanting on My part to give you the fulleſt Satise 
fattion your Hearts can wiſh, for the Security of the Pro. 
teſtant Religion, which I am fully reſolved to maintain 
againſt all the Conſpiracizs of Our Enemies, and to Concur 
with Tou in any new Remedies which ſhall bs propoſed, that 
may Conſiſt with the preſerving the Succeſſion of the Crown 
in its Due and Legal Courſe of Deſcent. 

And inOrder to this, I do recommend to Tou, to purſue 
the further Examination of the Plot, with a ſtritt and in 
partial Enquiry. TI do not think My Self Safe nor Tou nei- 
ther, till that Matter be gone thro with; and ther:fore it 
will be neceſſary that the Lords in the Tower te brought to 
their ſpeedy = that Fuſtice may be done. 

[ need not tell you what danger the City of Tangier is 
in, nor of what Importance it us to Vs to preſerve it. I 
have with a mighty C ang and Expence ſent a very Conſi- 
derable Relief thither ; but Conſtautly to maintain ſo great 
a Force as that War will require, and to make thoſe New 
Works and Fortifications, without which the Place will not 
be long Teneable, amounts to ſo Vaſt a Sum, that without 
Tour Support it will be impoſſible for me to undergo it. 
Therefore I lay the matter plainly before Tou, and dejire 
Tour Advice and Aſsiſtance. 

But that which I Value above all the Treaſure in the 
World, and which I am Sure will give Me greater $:renzth 
and Reputation both- at home and abroad then any Treaſure 
can do, is a perfett VU NITON amongf? Our Selves. 

Nothing but this can reſtore the Kingdom to that 
Strength and Yigor which it ſeems to hate Loſt, and raiſe 
I again to that Conſideration which England hath © 'ually 
ay 

All Europe have their Eyes, upon this Aſſembly, and 


think their own Happineſs or Miſery as well as Ours will 
depend upon it. 


if 
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If We ſhould be So up 5," as to fall into ſuch Miſ- 


Underſtanding among Our Selves, as. ſhould render Our 


Friendſhip unſafe to truf} to, it will not be Wondred at, if 


Our Allies ſhould begin to take new Reſolutions, and per- 
haps ſuch as may be Fatal to Vs. 

Let Vs therefore take Care that We da not Gratifie Our 
Enemies, and Diſhearten Our Friends by any Unſeaſonable 
Diſputes. | 

If any ſuch do happen, the World will ſee it is no fault 
of Mine ; for I have done all that was poſſible for Me to 
do, to Keep Tou in Peace while I live, and to Leave Tou So 
when I die. | 

But from ſo great Prudence and ſo good Afﬀettions as 
| Yours, Ican fear Nothing of this Kind ; but to. Rely upon 
Tou all, That Tou will uſe Tour beſt Endeavours to bring 
this Parliament to a Good and Happy Concluſion. 


The Lord Chancellor made no Speech at all, His 
Majeſty giving himſelt the whole Trouble of this Af 
fair, hoping his Words would the more be Conſidered 
by them, and the buſineſs the more zealouſly purſued. 


The Houſe of Commons being returned, and a Mo- 
tion made, That William Williams Eſq; ſhould be cho- 
ſen Speaker ; It was Reſolved in the Affirmative, Nemize 
Contradicente ; who forthwith made two Speeches in 
the Houſe, which are Printed in the Yotes, one to Ex- 
cuſe himſelf by reaſon of his inſufficiency, by reaſon of 
the difficulty both of the Place, and Things to be tranſ- 
acted. But that being refuſed, he made a Second, which 
ſhew'd more the temper of the Man ; and is as tollow- 
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Gentlemen, 


Tremble when I refleft under what dificulties Learned, 
Experienced, and Wiſe Men have Laboured in this 
Chair: Tet I am .not afraid of their Preſident who 

impaired their Eflates and Health, no ner of them who loſt 
their Lives in this Service. Theſe are a Sacrifice I owe 
my Country. But when I ſuffer my ſelf to think that ſome 
Gentlemen have Maimed their Reputation in this Truſt, 
theſe Thoughts are dreadful to me, and muſt yet ſtrike 
deeper with me, unleſs you that called me hither ſhall pleafe 
to Stand by me, Cheriſh and Support me in all. the difficul- 
ties of this Place. TI have it by your Courteſie, and hall 
held it at your Pleaſure ; and I kave this to Secure me, If 
T fall, T fall into the Hands of Gentlemen that made me 
what I am in Tour Service. 

I doubt not but you will remember, your own Miniſtcr, 
your own ONELY, your own INTIRELY, placed 
in this Service without Seeking, without Recqmmenaing : 
T expett No Boon, but your Grace and Favour to depart as 
I came, when you fhall pleaſe to Command me, without res 
penting. 


Some have ſaid theſe Speeches were never made in the 
Houſe, but added afterwards to the Yotes ; tho it's pol- 
{ible they might be deſigned : but that is nothing to 
the purpoſe. In my poor Judgment this laſt Speech is 
lyable to many great Exceptions, and for wh.ch he 
would certainly have been eaſed of this Laborious and 
Dangerous Imploy ment under any Prince but the Mal; 
deſt of Men with whom he had now to do. 

Firſt he might have treated his Predeccflors in that 


Chair with more reſpeCft, than to take gctice of them 
that 
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that hag MaimeJ1 their Reputation ; which as they were 
not many, {ſo that thought might with more Humility 
and Candour have been kept to himfelf; and the rather, 
becauſe one preſent had had the Misfortune to be re. 
preſented diſadvantagiouſly in the latter end of the 
tormer Parliament ; and this looked more like an inſult- 
ing Bravado, than a Modeſt Excuſe. .It had been good 
he had taken the Lord Yerslam's Counſel, Effay the 
11. Uſe the Memory of thy Predeceſſor Fairly, Js Ten- 
derly ; for if thou doſt not, it is a Debt, will Surely be 
paid, when thou art Gone. 

In the Second Paragraph he flies higher, and is not 
content to tell them that he is their Mini/ter, without 
he added, Oely, and [utirely. Now another man would 
have le:t out theſe words, or have added ſomething to 
them, to declare his Loyal Intention to his Prince too, 
whoſe Miniſter the Speater is more properly than the 
Houſes, whoſe Place he holds there, and from whom 
be hath his Authority, tho he hath his Nomination from 
the Commons ; nor is he a Speaker at all till the King 
tath approved of their Choyce. | 

His Majeſty to avoid any Conteſt about a Speaker, 
had it ſeems not Recommended any Perſon to them, as 
Suſual ; and he takes Notice of that too, but in ſuch a 
manner, as looks more like a Triumph over his Ma- 
kſty, than any thing elſe, as having gained that point 
upon him by the laſt Conteſt, when he tells them he 
Was place] in that Service without Seeking, without Re- 
commending : And in the Next place he tells them, Ze 
Exyets no other Boon, but by their Grace and Favour to 
dpart as he came, without repenting. He may poſſibly 
prove a Propher, and as he ſeems to ſcorn his Prince's 
favour, ſo he may ever want an opportunity of Refu- 


lng it, 
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On Friday the Houſe of Commons attended his 
Majeſty with their Speaker, where he that hath entred 
two Speeches to the Commons, is not pleaſed to Enter 
- that which was made to his Majeſty, but onely tells us 
that he made claim by Humble Petition in the Name 
of the Commons of England in Parliament Aſſembled, if 
the Antient Rights of the Commons for them and their 
Servants in their Perſons and Eſtates, to be free from Ar. 
reſts and other diſturbances ; in all their Debates to have 
Freedom and Liberty of ſpeech; and as occaſion ſhould re- 
quire, to have Acceſs to his Majeſties Perſon. Which was 
allowed by the King. 

But tho he hath not been pleaſed to Print his own 
Speech, there was one given out tor the Information of 
the People in Writing, which was as followeth. 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 


T: FE Houſe of Commons have been pleaſed to Make uſt 
of M E for their Speaker, and Fave preſented me 
for Tour Majefties Approbation. It is a Place of great 
Weight and Pains: Both by ”y Education and Profeſſion 
T have ben always uſed to Labour and Tndufiry, There- 
fore will (by Tour Majeſties Approbation) endeavour t1 
diſcharge the Truſt repoſed in me. b- 


If this were the Preface to the Three Demands or Pc 
titions, I cannot blame him for not Printing it,no more 
then I can commend him for making one fo totally 
different from what uſed to be faid on ſuch occaſions. 

But a man may ſmile to ſee how finely the man had 
digeſted and put over all his trembling fears in one 
Nights time, when he called to mind his Education and 


Profeſſion, which he had totally forgot the day before 
all 
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and now having conſidered better, did not think it was 
fit to ask his Majeſty to diſcharge a perſon ſo wonder- 
fully qualified for the Place, as all other had done be- 
fore him, being, it ſeems, not ſo ſenſible that by their 
Education and Profeſſion they had been uſed to Labour 
and Induſtry. 

And 'tis pretty to ſee how his Majeſties Approbation 
15 put into a parentheſis ; as if one ſhould fay it was 
Needleſs, and ſcarce worth the asking, and the Sence 
of what he was to ſpeak would have been perfect with- 
out It. 

But ſuch was his Majeſty's Goodneſs, that he eaſily 
paſſed over theſe things, tho they were apparent en- 
croachments upon his Royal Prerogative, and fuch too 
as another Prince wou'd have ſtomached. He ſought 
the good of his People more than any thing, and for 
that cauſe bore theſe diſorders. 


On Munday the 25. of Ofober the Lords ſent down 
an Addreſs they had made to his Majeſty for the Pardon 
of all ſuch perſons as ſhould come in and diſcover any 
thing further of the Plot within two Months; and. with 
it his Majeſties Anſwer, which was as followeth. 


01S Majeſty hath Conſidered of the Addreſs made 
by the Houſe, and is ſo willing to Encourage all 
perſons who know of any Treaſons and Conſpiracies 
again? his Perſon and Government, that he will cauſe his 
Royal Proclamation to Iſſue, declaring, That he will fully 
Pardon and Secure all pzrſons who ſhall make ſuch diſco- 
very, not Onely during the ſpace of Two Months as is deft- 
"6 But at any time after, whenſoever ſuch diſcovery ſhall 
e maze, 


The 
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The next day the Commons reſolved to make an 
Adareſs to his Majeſty to the ſame purpoſe. 

And Mr. Dangerfield the diſcoverer and great Agent 
in the Meal-Tab Plott, which was a Silly deſign of the 
Papiſts to turn their Plott upon the Presbyterzans, men. 
tioning Sir Robert Peyton, a Member of their Houſe, in 
this Information. END 

They referred it to a Committee to Examine theMat- 
ers touching Sir Robert Peiton, and to report the ſame 
to the Houle: And then Reſolved Nemine Contrad:- 


cente, 
That-it was the Opinion of their 'Houle to proceed 


effectually to ſuppreſs Popery, and Prevent a Popiſh Suc- 
ceſſor. 


On Wedneſday the 27th of Offober, they agreed the 
faid Addreſs, which was as followeth. | 


E Tour Majeſties moſt Dutiful and Loyal Subjefs, 
the Commons in Parliament Aſſembled , being 
highly Zealous for the preſervation of the Pre. 

teſtant Religion, Tour Majeſties Sacred Perſon and Go- 
vernment, and reſolving to purſue with a ſtrift and im- 
partial Inquiry the Execrable Popiſh Plot which was de 
teited in the Two Laſt Parliaments, and has been Supported 
and Carried on by potent and reſtleſs Pratliſes and Mu . 
chinations, js during the late Receſſes of Parlia- 
ments , whereby ſeveral perſons have been terrified and 
diſcouraged from declaring their Knowledg thereof ; moſt 
humbly beſeech Tour Majeſty, That for the Security of ſuch 
perſons who ſhall be willing to give Evidence, or make fur- 
ther Satisfattory Diſcovery concerning the ſame to this 
Houſe, Tour Majeſty would be pleaſed to Iſſue Tour Royal 
Froclamation, aſſuring all the ſaid perſons, of your Gra- 
; CHOUS 
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cious Pardon, if they ſhalt give Evidence, or make ſuch 
Diſcovery within two Months after the date of ſuch Pro- 
clamation. 


There was two Exceptions taken to this Addreſs by 
others, Tho I find none made in the Houſe, v:z. 

"The firſt was, That in the height of their Zeal they 
forgot to tell his Majeſty what Proteſtant Religion they 
meant or defired to preſerve, for there being in England 
many not onely ſeveral but contrary Religions, which 
yet may be Comprehended under that General term of 
Proteffant. Some of which are worſe than Popery, 
' they were not to te preſeryed but Suppreſſed, if it might 

be ; Except they intended in oppo ition to Popery to 
uphold all the Hereſies and Schilmes that aroſe in the 
late Rebellion amounting to near Eightſcore, as they 
have been counted ; but then it had been better to have 
called them Proteſtant Religions : tor it is a perfeft piece 
»f Nonſence to call theſe Contrary and Contending 
Fattions, who do mutually endeavour to Ruine each 
2ther, tho they are now Combined as much againſt 
che Religion that is Eſtabliſhed, as againſt Popery, and 
to Act againſt it with more fury than they do againſt 
Popery ; I ſay it is Nonſence to call theſe COOmeny 
Religion, when if there be or ever were any ſuch things 
2s different Religions in the World, theſe are ſuch,and 
they are as Contrary to the Religion eſtabliſhed, and 


each to other as they are to Popery. 


Hitherto the Parliaments had always qualified that 
looſe general word,with ſuch terms as theſe, Eſtabliſhed, 
or by Law Eſtabliſhed, or the like ; and ſometimes not 
ſo much as mentioned the Word Proteſtant, which is ve-= 
ry improperly affixed to wy ny of the Reformed 


- Reli- 
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Religions of England, there being perhaps never a Ly. 
theran in England, to take it ſtriftly. 

But we ſhall ſee afterwards that it was not a Caſual 
or Accidental omiſſion here, but as theſe Proteſtants at 
Large had advanced the greater part of theſe Commons 
into that high dignity, fo they were reſolved, to liſt 
them up above the Church and Laws by way of Reward, 
tho the Peace of the Nation and the Government were 
Ruined by it. | 


The Second thing objected was, That they Tacitly 
.and Injuriouſly reflected upon His Majeſty 1n their Pre- 
tences, That during the Receſs of Parliament, ſeveral 
perſons had been terrified and diſcouraged from declaring 
their Knowledg of the Plot. As for the Receſſes, Pro- 
rogations and Diſſolutions of the Parliaments, they wee 
apparently forced upon the King much againſt his Will 
by the unreaſonable Heats, Feuds, and Irregularties of 
the Commons, and ſo the King was not to be blamed; 
and all that would Inform any thing concerning the 
# eh in theſe Intervals had been as Kindly uſed by the 
King and Councel, as they could have been by the Par- 
liament. So that this was, as I ſaid, an Injurious Re- 
fletion upon His Majeſty and the Government, and 
was an Argument of an ill temper, and could not but 
diſguſt his Majeſty. 

Their limiting their Petition of Pardon to onely ſuch 
perſons as made any Diſcovery to their Houſe, was look't 
upon as much reſtrain'd ; for it the Diſcovery were really 
and efteQtually made, what matter was it to what houſe 
or perſon it was made. But it may be this might note 
intended by them for any ſuch purpoſe as the |;miting 
of the thing to then, tho in etic& « did fo, and there- 
fore I ſhall paſs it over. | 


From: 
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From this Addreſs the Houſe proceeded to the Potes 
about the Petitions ; which were as followeth. 


Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente. Which ſhewes the 
Strength of the party, and not the Conſent of the whole 
Houle. LS | 
> That it is, and Ever hath been, the Undoubted Right 
of the Subjetts of England, to. Petition the King for the 
Calling and Sitting of Parliaments, and Redreſſing of Grie« 
VAances. 

Reſolved, N. C. © 

That to tradace ſuch Petitioning (howſoever managed, 
for ſo it muſt ſignifie, or elfe it will conclude nothing 
from the Other as a Principle) as a Violation of Duty,and 
to repreſent it to his Majeſty as Tumultaous and Seditious, 
u'to betray the Liberty of the Subjett, and Contributes to 
the Deſign of Subverting the Antient Legal Conſtitutions 
of this Kingdom, and introducing Arbitrary Power. 


Ordered, 

That a Committee be appointed to inquire of all ſuch 
-—"g as have offended againſt theſe Rights of the Sub- 
jefas; | 

Reſolved, 

That an Addreſs be made to his Majeſty, declaring the 
Reſolution of this Houſe to Preſerve and Support the King's 
Perſon and Government, and the Proteſtant Religion at 


home and abroad. 


This laſt ſeemed to ſweeten the Crudity of the for- 
mer Yotes, and to Countenance and Juſtifie one of the 
greateſt diſorders that Contributed to the Ruine of his 
rather. | IR 

As to their firſt Yote, which is their Principle, it 1s 

3 granted 


Lord Ba- 
cows Hiſt. 
of H. 7. 
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granted modo & forma as they have ſet it down, 


But the Second is too general, and an Undeniable 
foundation for Rebellion, as hath been Experimented : 
for all the Controverſie was here about the manner of 
Petitioning, viz. Whether a few private men might 
agree upon a Petition, and then ſend Emiſſores abroad 
to procure Hundreds and Thouſands of Ignorant people 
to Subſcribe it, and then tender it to his Majeſty, as it 
were by the Number to fright him into a Complyance 
with them againſt his declared Reſolution to the Con- 
trary : if this might be allowed, the Liberty of the Sub. 
je would ſoon eat up the Prerogative of the King, and 
diſorder this or any other Government in the World. 


| In the Reign of Zexry the Seventh , one Thomas 
Flammock, a Lawyer, thought he could make a Rebel. 
lion and never break the Peace ; and the People of Cory-" 
wal! being diſcontented about ſome Subfidies granted 
to the King, he perſwades them that it was not good 
they ſhould ſtand like Sheep before the Shearers,but put 
on Harneſs and take Weapons in their hands: yet to do 
no Creature hurt, but go and deliver the King a S:rong 
Petition, tor the Laying down of thoſe grievous Pay- 
ments, and for the Puniſhment of thoſe that had given 
him that Counſel, and to make others beware how they 
did the like in time to come : And he faid for his part, 
He did not fee how they could do the Duty of true Engliſh 
men and good Liege-men, except they etid deliver the 
King from ſuch Wicked ones, that would deſtroy both him 
and the Country ; or 1n the Language of our dayes, #- 

troduce Arbitrary Power. | 
And accordingly 16000 men armed, aſſembled, and 
marched from Cornwal to Black-Heath in Kent Modeſt- 
ly'and Quietly enough, Except that at Taunton in S0- 
merſetſhire 
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werſetſhire they killed, in fury, an Officious and Eager 
Commiſſioner for the Subſidy, whom they called the 
Provoſt of Perin: but by that time they came at Black- 
Zeath, they Threatned either to bid Battle to the King 
( tor now the Seas went- higher than his Councellors ) 
or to take Loudon within his View ; -imagining them- 
ſelves, there to find no lefs fear than wealth. And ac» 
cordingly they perſiſted, till the King having drawn out 
his Forces and Surrounded them, he fought them, and 
' killed 20000, and took all the reſt Priſoners. 


Now I would Know whether this S:rong Petition was 
Juſtifiable, and whether if any body in our dayes ſhould 
perſwade a Number of Men to Act this over again, it 
would be an offence againſt the Rights of the Subjets, 
to abhor ſuch Petitioning as a Violation of wh and 
repreſent it to his Majeſty as Tumultuous and Seditzous, 
or rather plainly Rebellious ; and it would be worth the 
while to try whether Flammock's Strong Petition may 
not be Juſtified by theſe Yozes, as they now ſtand pen- 
ned : for it doth not appear that any ſort of Petition- 
ing whatſoever, may be oppoſed by the Yoes. 


But it may be replyed, That here were no men in 
Arms in the caſe of the Petition in hand ; but what then, 
if there ſhould be for the future, theſe Yotes will Juſtify 
them too; for if the People may Petition for the Cilling 
or Sitting of a Parliament, or Redrefling of Grievanecs, 
when and howſoever they pleaſe, and no man may 1yn- 
der them, then is Honeſt Old Father Flammock s Strong 
Petition, which was for the Redreſs of two Notable Grie- 
vances, fairly Juſtifiable, if it were.now, to be ated over 
again : Bur if rhe People te alfowed* to Petition, butnot 
any way, if had been'fit to have told us,and them, what 


MANnncr 


=- =_y ” - 
a o ih, wt! Li 4 o 
. _— * 3 my 
Fw "x4 4 _ F 


" 4. #4. 
= us 
IE bo 4 


PIEIPEY DE” 
NE ING Wd -. ag 
EA Bo CR 


METS. 4 Sola a aaa - 
- eo ACER ail 6%... 4. 
- _ wr 4. Fx ” I » \ wy = be - i y 


(40) 


manner of way they were -allowed to Petition, as well 
as for what ; tor that was the main thing in queſtion. 


But ſeeing they were not ſo kind to the People, 1 
will try 1t I cannot direct them into a better courle the 
next time they ſhall have an Occaſion to -Pctition the 
King for the Calizg and Sitting of Parliaments, and Re- 
dreſsing of Grievances. And to that purpoſe I will here 
inſert a whole A of Parliament. 


XIII Car. 2. Cap. V. + 


An Ac againſt Tumults and Diſorders, upon 
pretence of Preparing or Preſenting Publick 
Petitions, or Addrefles co His Majeſty or the 
Parliament. = 


- AR JHEREAS t#t hath been found by Sad 

Experience, That Tumultuous and other Di: 
; orderly Soliciting, and Procuring of Hands by pri- 
4 vate perſons, to Petitions, Complaints, Remonſtran- 
ces and Declarations,and Other Addreſses to the King, 

or both, or either Houſes of Parliament ; 1. For Al- 

teration of Matters Eſtabliſhed by Law. 2. Redreſs 

of pretended Grievances in Church or State : 3. Or 

other Publick Concerments, have been made uſe of, to 

ſerve the ends of Faftious and Seditious perſons gotten 

into power, to the Vielation of the Publick Peace, and 

have been a great means.of the late Unhappy Wars, 


Confuſions 
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Confuſions and Calamities in, this Nation. For pres 
entng the like Miſchiefs for thefuture. - ' ;  -. ig 

Be it Enated by the Kings Moſt Excellent Majeſty, ' 
by and with the Confent of the Lords &Commons aſſem: 
bled in Parliament, and by the Authority of the ſame, 
That no je-ſon or perſons whatſoever, fhall from and 
after the Firſt of Auguſt One thouſand ſix hundred | . 
ſixty and one, follicite, labour or procure the getting of | 
Hands, or other Conſent of any perſons above the num- 
ber of Twenty or more, to Petition, Complaint, Re- 
monſtrance, any Declaration or other Addreſs to E 
the King ,or both,or either Houſes of Parliament, for i 
alteration of Matters Eſtabliſhed by Law, in. Church | 
or State, Unleſs the Matter thereof have been firſt i] 
Conſented unto, and Grdered by Three or more Juſtices {1 


of the County, or by the Major part of the Grand Jury ( 
of the County, or Diviſion of the County, where the 1H 


ſame matter ſhall arife, at their Publick 4ſsizes, or | 

General Quarter-SefSions ; or if ariſing in London, 41 

by the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons in Com- 

mon Councel aſſembled; And that no perſon or per- ; 
ſons whatſoever ſhall repair to bis Majeſty, or both or 
either of the ETouſes of Parliament, upon pretence of 
preſenting, or delivering any Petition, Complainr, 
Remonſtrance or Declaration, or other Addreſ\- 
les, accompanied with Exceſsive Numbers of People, 

* not at any one time above the number of Ten perſons,. * 1c. 
upon. 
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upen pain of Incurring a penalty not exceeding the 
Sun of One bundred pounds in Money, and Three 
Moneths Impriſonment without Bail or Mampriſe for 
every offence, to be proſecuted at the Court of Kings- 
Beach, or at the Aſſizes or General Quarter-Seſ: 
ſions, within Six Months after the Offence committed, 
and proved by two or more Credible IV itneſſes. 


Provided always, That this ACt or any thing 
therem contained, ſhall not be Conſtrued to Extend to 
debar or hinder any perſon or perſons, not exceeding 
the Number of Ten aforeſaid, to repreſent any publick 
or private Grievance or Complaint to any Member 
or Members of Parliament after his Eleftion, and du- 
ring the Continuance of the Parliament or to the Kings 
Majeſty, for any Remedy thereupon to be had, or to 
Extend to any Addreſs whatſoever to his Majeſty by 


: all or any of the Members of both or either Houſes 


* Becauſe. 


Parliament during the Sitting of the Parliament, but 
that they may enjoy their Freedom of Acceſs to his 
Majeſty as beretofore hath been uſed. 


Now had this ACt of Parliament been purſued, I be- 
geve there would have been no Controverſie in this 
caſe ; and there was great reaſon it ſhould, * By reaſon 
of the Unquietneſs of the Times, when every thing 
ſeemed to tend to the renewing of thoſe Calamities the 
At mentions in the Preface, and was made to pre- 
vent. | | 

But ſuppoſing it had been never fo Regular, "_ 

reaſon 


Q AA 
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reaſon can be aſſigned why one part of the People ſhould 
be freer to Petition for any thing, than the other was 


againſt it, if one party may for the inſtance Petition 


the King to change his Mind after he hath declared it in 


any caule, why 15 not the other part as free to deſire , 


him not to change? now that which may ſeem a pyb- 
lick Grzevance to one County or Place, may be a great 
Advantage to another, and they are totally debarred 
of all means of Maintaining their preſent advantage, if 
they may not Counter-Petition. 


* But in this caſe here the perſons that Petitioned were 
private men, gnd contrary to the exprets Letter of this 
AQ, ſolicited hands in an irregular way ; and ſuch ſort 
of hands, as beſides their Number, were of No Conſide- 
ration ; for the directions that they ſent with the Peti- 
tions, were, That it mattered not whether they were 
Gentlemen, or ſo much as Free-holders, ſo they were 
Numerous. Now let 'any man conſider whether it be 
reaſonable that a company of Rude Country Clowns,and 
a parcel of Pragmatical Apron-men, ſhould contrary to 
his Majeſty's Proclamation pretend themſelyes wiſe 
enough to Adviſe his Majeſty when the Parliament 
ſhould Sit. Burt if it be alledged, That there were others 
belides theſe: why were not theſe totally left out 2 why 
was there ſuch care that the Subſcriptions ſhould be ſo 
Numerous 2 did theſe ſmall Folk add any weight to the 
Adviſe ? No ſurely. 


On the other Hand, they that appeared againſt them 
were Parliament-men themſelves, Juſtices of the Peace, 
Grand Juries at Aſlizes and Seſſions, Common-Coun- 
c:ls and Magiſtrates in Corporations, men full as likely 


to Underſtand what was fit to be done, and as Ualikely 
K to 
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to betray the true Liberties of the People or the one 
hand, or to invade the juſt Prerogatives of the Crown 
on the other ; but then theſe were men true to the Re. 
ligion and Government by Law eſtabliſhed; and the Pe. 
titioners were of the ſame ſort, for the moſt part, with 
them that had brought on the former Calamities by this 
and other ſuch ſpecious and popular pretences; to the 
ruine both of King and People, Prerogative and Liber- 
ty : and therefore the more juſtly ſuſpeCted to be play- 
ing over the Old Game. S 


Thus much may ſuffice concerning the Yotes; And 
now let us ſee how they proceeded againſt the pre- 
tended Offenders. And in the firſt place Sir Francis 
Withens, a Member of their Houle, being accuſed on this 
Account as an offender againſt the Rights of the Sub- 
ject, who was not then prefent, It was | 

Ordered, 


That Notice ſhould be given him to attend in his place 
the next Morning, 


On Thurſday Oftober 2.8. 

Sir F. Withins appearing in his place, It was ordered 
that the Clerk of the Peace for Weſtminſter ſhould attend 
= Houſe the next Morning at Ten of the Clock with 
the Roll of the Orders for the Laſt Eaſter Sefſiions tor 
the City of Weſtminſter. 

Then they tell upon an Information which had been 
given the Houſe againſt Sir Robert Teomans of Briſtol, 
and Sir Robert Cann, a Member of the Houſe, That they 
did in OdFober 1679, Publickly declare, That there wa 
ao Popiſh Plot, but a Presbyterian Plot. 

Which was atteſted againſt them by Mr. Row,Sword- 
Bearer of Briſtol, and Sir John Knight a Memter of = 

Houle 
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Houſe. Sir Robert Cann being to make his defence, Ut- 
tered ſeveral Reproachtul and Reflefting words againſt 


Sir Fohn Knight, for which he was called to the Bar, and 
received a Reprehenſion on his Knees, and then being 
ordered to withdraw, they Voted he ſhould be commir- 
ted to the * Tower, and Expelled the Houſe ; and that * Where 


Sir Robert Teomans ſhould be ſent for in Cuſtody of the be lay till 

the 8th of 

Novemb. & 
then was 


diſcharged. 


Serjeant attending their Houſe. 


This weighty affair took up the whole day,and it had 
been well ſpent, if the Popiſh Plot had been made one 
J5t the plainer, or the Presbyterian Plot ever 1o little 
taken oft by it ; but the World was full as well fatified 
of the truth of the former before, notwithſtanding what 
theſe Gentlemen had faid tg the Contrary; and much 


confirmed in the truth of the latter, by this Violent, if 


not Arbitrary way of proceeding againſt them. 

For if theſe Gentlemen had oladed againſt any 
Law, why were they not proſecuted in a Legal way, 
where they might have made a Legal defence,and have 
received a Legal Sentence 2 But here they had nothing 
but bare affirmations, without - any witneſs to defend 
them ; and a Sentence founded upon this as fharp, 
chargeable, and diſhonourable as was poſlible. If this be 
the Liberty of the Subject, and theſe men our defenders 


rom Arbitrary Government—— 


On Friday Ofober 29. Sir George Downing having ob- 
tained Leave to bring in a Bill for wearing of the Wool- 
len ManufaCture of England; The Houſe Ordered that 
Dr. Tongue ſhould be recommended to his Majeſty for 
the firſt Conſiderable Church-Preferment that ſhould 
happen to become void in the Kingdom. And then the 
Speaker Reported his Majeſty's Anſwer to the Addreſs 
K 2 con- 
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concerning Pardons , which is recited above ; which 
Anſwer was, 


Hat he did intend to direc fuch a Pro. Limation,ard 
was reſolved not onely to proſecute the Plot, but Po. 
pery alſo, and to take Care of the Proteſlant Reli. 
gion Eſtabliſhed by Law ; and if We joyn, and the Lower 
Houſe go on Calmly in their Debates, without heats, Ie 
did not doubt but to beat down P opery and all that belongs 
t0 it. 

This Anſwer will ſtand upon Record againſt them, 
and Poſterity will certainly give them their due for 
Neglecting this Mild Admonition of this Meck. Prince. 
But to go on, Mr. Harhbord Reported the 4dgdreſs for 
the Support of the King's Perſon and Government, and the 
Proteſtant Religion both at Home and Abroad. Which 


was as followeth. 


TE Tour Majeſties moſt Dutiful and Ob-dicnt Sub- 
jefts the Commons in this preſent. Parliament 
Aſſembled, Do with moſt Thankful Hearts Ac- 

knowledg, not Onely Tour Majeſties many former Royal 

2 cop LA Declarations of Tour Adherence to the * Proteſtant Re- 

gion? why are ligiON, in the Preſervation and Protettion thereof, but 

not the words Tour further Manifeſtation of the ſame- in Icur Gracicus 


Fay mo Speech to both Houſes at the Opening of this preſent Far- 
X wel o in liament, in which Tour Majeſty is pleaſed to C ommand us 
Ave bong? Hrithly and impartially to proſecute. the Herrid Pepsſþ 
Plot, without which we do fully aſſent to Jour Maje/ltes 

great Fudgment, That neither Jour Perſon nor Governwent 

can be Safe, nor your Proteſtant Subjeits, It being part if 

the wery Religion of Popery, where it can obtain, to [ x= 

tirpate all Proteſtants both Prince and People; which karh 

cauſed in the Times of Tour Royal Anceſtors ſince the Re- 
formation,g. 
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formation, that great Care to. oblige the Subjefts againſt 


their return to the Papal Toke, in the very ſame Oathes 
wherein they Swear Allzgiance to their Prince. And as 
Now the Eyes of all the Proteſtant Kingdoms and States 
abroad are upon us, and looking upon Tour Majeſty as the 
Royal Head of ſo many Proteftant Countries, cannot but 
hopz, upon a Happy and Solid Security in our Religion at 
Home, That your Majeſty will be the greateſt Proteftion 
to them, from whom we may expett a Mutual Aſſiſtance, as 
being involved in the ſame Common Danger: $9 we do 


humbly aſſure your Majefty, That we ſhall be always ready 


to preſerve your Majeſties Perſon and Government, and to 


Support the * Proteſtant Religion both at home and abroad: 
And ds Fumbly beſeech your Majeſty, to Eſteem all per- 


ſons whatſoever who ſhall otherwiſe repreſent Vs to your 


Majeſty, as thoſe who deſign to divide between the King-and 
his People, and to defeat the Meeting and Sitting of Par. 
liaments, That thoſe Popiſh Deſigns may ſucceed, which 
they well know cannot otherwiſe proſper. And this they 
have made Undeniably Evident in the Interval of Par- 
liaments, by Contriving, with unparallel'd Inſolenc?,a moſt. 
Damnable and Wicked Deſign to transfer their own 


Crimes upon ſo many of your Majefties Loyal Proteſtant 


Nobility and Gentry, hoping thereby to deſtroy thoſe who 
with the greateſt Zeal. ard Integrity endeaveur to pro- 


ſecute them. 


The Efe& of this Specious Addreſs to: poſleſs the Peo- 
ple, what Stout Champions the Presbyterians are againlt, 
Popery, and to Involve all thzm that had appeared: 
againlt them, as Papiſts or Fayourers of Papiſts, and to: 


| let the World know what a. horrid: opinion they had of. 


that $illy-impoſſible-Meal-Tub-Sham. Plot : And Cer- 


tainly the Popiſh Party were much to blame to Tay 
ICT 


* What that 
by Law Eſta- 
bliſhed , or 
another As 
contrary to 1t 
as Popery 1s?! 


(48) 


their Treaſons to the Presbyterians, who have too mz- 
ny of their own to anſwer for without this Accumula. 
tion of guilt from others Crimes. But as to their boaſt 
of their Great Zeal and Integrity in endeavouring to 
proſecute the Popiſh Plot, we ſhall be better able to 
judge of it in the Concluſion of this Seſs1o0n of Parlia- 
ment. 

Then the Houfe Proceeded to Examine Sir Francis 
IWythens buſineſs, and it appearing by Witneſs and his 
own Confeſſion, that he had preſented an 44drefs to his 
Majeſty, expreſſing an Abhorrency to Petition his Ma- 
jeſty for the Calling and Sitting of Parliaments, they 
Voted him a Betrayer of the Undoubted Rights of the 
Subjc&s of England; and ordered him to be Expelle.| 
the Houſe for this High Crime, and to receive his Sen- 
tence at the Bar upon his Knees. Which he ſubmitted 
to. 
Obſerve how they miſrepreſent this Gentleman, the 
Addreſs he preſented was drawn by the Bench at Faſter 
Seſſions for Weftminſter, anJ related onely to that Pe- 
tition, and that Parliament, in thoſe Circumſtances : 
now as they word the buſineſs, it muſt Ggnify that the 
Addreſs was againſt AU Sorts of Petitions, for the Sit- 
ting of Parliaments, in the plural Number ; which is 
foul play to miſrepreſent the Matter of fact in a thing 
ſo lately done and well Known to every body in the ve- 
ry place where they Sit : but it was neceſſary it ſhould 
be ſo worded, to Juſtify the Severity of the Houſe, if 
that would have done. . 

This was the Second Member of Parliament they Ex- 
pelled in a way that was look't on as Arbitrary, and 
unexampled ; and this was the uſe they made of His 
Majeſties Advice to proceed Calmly, and without 
Feats. 


On 
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On Saturday the 30th of Offober, They paſſed a 
Vote, | 
That the Yotes of their Houſe fhould be Printed, Ze. 
ing firſt Peruſed and Signed by Mr. Speaker, who was to 
Nominate and Appoint the perſons to Print the ſame. 


From theſe Printed Yotes I have Extracted what hath 
gone tetore and ſhall follow after ; and to them I ap- 
peal for the truth of this Narrative of their Procecdings : 
and but for this Yote it might have been difficu't to have 
known what they had done, ſo as to have charged 
them : By them alſo I have been encouraged to ſpeak 
my Mind more freely of this, than of the former Par. 
liaments ; for this Printing their Yores could be deſign- 
ed for Nothing but to enable the People to paſs a Judg- 
ment on their Actions ; one of which Number I am. 


Their next .Yote- was, That they would proceed to the 
full Examination of the Popiſh Plot, in order to bring the 
Offenders to Fuſtice. 

And then they Nominated a Committee to Inſpe&t 
the Journals of the Two laſt Parhaments; and Report 
—_— proceedings relating to the Popiſh Plot ; and Or- 
dere 

An Addreſs to his Majzſty for the Letters, Papers and 
Evidences which have been delivered to the Privy Coun- 
ci] rejating to tie ſaid Plot. 

This Atternoon they Waited upon: his Majeſty wirh 
their Addreſs for the Preſervation cf his Perſon and Go- 
vernment,&c, | 

On Munday the Firſt day of November, Mr. Secretary 
Jenkins told the Houle, the Papers they had Addreſicd 
tor, had been ſent to the Committee of the Houſe'ot 


Lords for Examination of the P/ot, the 24th of —_ 
T 
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The Bill for wearing of Woollen, was alſo read ard 


committed. 

| Then the Speaker Reported the King's Anſwer to their 
Addreſs for Preſervation of his Majeſties Perſon, and the 
Proteſtant Religion ; which was as tolloweth. 


Thank you wery heartily for your Zeal for the Pry. 

teſtaut Religion : and I aſſure you there ſhalb be ne- 

thing wanting on my part at Home or Abroad to pre. 
ferve 7zt. | 


Sir Frances Winnington Chairman of the Committee 
for Inſpecting the Journals of the Two laſt Parliaments 
concerning the Proceedings relating to the Popiſh Plot, 
reported a general abſtract of the ſame ; which wzs Or- 
dered to be perfected, and*that they ſhould inſpeCt thole 
of the Houle of Lords for the ſame time. 

Then one Hardwich a Linnen-Draper, being accuſed 
of ſome Miſdemeanors againſt one Seignior Franciſco, a 
Witneſs in the Popiſh Plot, was Ordered to be ſent for 
in Cuſtody of the Serjeant Attending their Houſe to an- 
{wer the ſame. This was to puniſh a man before they 
knew whether he were guilty or no, upon a bare Sug- 


geſtion. 


On Tueſday the 2% of November, A Bill for prohibit- 
ing the Importation of 7ri/þ Cattel, was read and com- 
mitted. | [+ ae 

And then one ZZarnage was ordered to be brought 
to the Bar for abuſing Fraxciſco Ferria. | 

And then they Voted an Addreſs to his Majeſty for 
e pardon for Dangerfeld, and that he would take 
him and Mr. Dugdale, Mr. Prance and this Seignior 
F. Fer ria into his Royal Care and ProteQion. : 

ut 


But theſe were ſmall matters to what. follow. | 
 Refelved Nemine Contratdicente, 
That the Duke of York's being a Papiſt, and the Hopes 
of his coming ſuch to the Crown, hath gruen the greateſt | 
Countenance and Encouragement to the preſent D guns and | 
Conſpiracies againſt the King and Froteſtant Religion. 


Reſolved, That in defence of the King's\ Perſon and Ge- 
vernment, and of the Proteſtant Religion, this Houſe doth J 
declare, That they will ſtand by his Majeſty with their + 

Lives and Fortunes, .and that if his Majeſty ſhall.come by 4 
any iolent death; (which God, forbid) they will Revenge it | 
to the Uttermoſt upon the Papiſts. (who ever did it.) 


R cfolved 
That a Bill be broug 
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ht in to diſable:the Duke of York | 


to Inherit the Imperial Crown of this Realm. 


On Tueſday 


the 3%.day of November, the Lords ſent : f 
down an A they had paſſed :for the:better Regulating {- 
the Trials of the Peers of _— to which they deſi- 


red the Concurrence of the 


mmons ; and it was read ' 


the ſame day and committed. 4 


Mr. Zarnage being thenbrought-to the'Bar,was con- 
tinued in Cuſtody'of the'Serjeant during thePleaſure of 
the Houſe. Not one tittle being inſerted concerning the 
Nature.of his Miſdemeanor. 

The' Committee for Examination of the \Jaurnals 


were alſo appointed to inſpeCt the Impeachments againſt 
the Lords in the Tower, and the proceedings thereupon. | 
hey were alſo to prepare x9 "096. Bll the faid . | 
Lords. And in the mean time they Yoted, 1 

{ 


Reſokued Nemine Contradicente, 
That a Bill be brought :in for the better Uniting of. | 


$ 


L 
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his Majeſties Proteſtant Subjetts. This was now a New 
Name for a Toleration, as I will make 1t appear. 


Ordered, 

That Sir Tho. Whitegrave aud Mr. Birch of Stafford 
Apothecary, and Lieutenant Ellis be ſent for in Cuſtody of 
the Serjeant, to anſwer to the Charge given againf} them 
by Mr. Dugdale. 


Ordered, | 

That Herbert Herring be ſent for in Cuffody,&c. for 1 
Notorious Breach of Priviledge by him committed 
againſt Mr. Colt a Member of their Houſe ; No account 
how or when being given. | 

But Jeremiah Bubb was onely Summoned to appear 
at the Barto anſwer for a Breach of Priviledge eommit- 
ted againſt Mr, Colt. 

The Bill for Prohibiting the Importation of 7r:/þ 
Cattel was read the ſecond time, and: committed. 

And Leave was given to bring in a Bil for the Ex- 
Portation of Leather. 


On Thurſday the 4th of November the faid Bill was 
read the firſt time, and Ordered a ſecond reading, 

And. then Mr. Secretary Fentins Reported his Ma- 
jeſty's Anſwer concerning the Informers againſt the 
Popiſh Plot ; which was, That Care had, and ſhould bt 
zaken of them. | 


_ Ordered, | 

That a Committee be appointed to inſpett the A& inti- 
txled, Trade Encouraged, made ix the 15th Tear of his 
Majeſties Reign, and to bring tn a Bill for prohibiting of 
Scotch Cattel at certain Seaſons. 


And: 
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And then after ſome Debates and Votes concerning 
Elections, of which I ſhall take no Notice, 
The Bill for difabling the D. of 7ork to Inherit, was 
read the firſt time and commutted. 


Ordered, 

That a Committee be appointed to Tuſpeft the Laws that 
are in being, touching the Maintenance of the Poor ; aud ts 
bring in a Bill or Bills for Regulating and preventing the 
encreaſe of the Poor in this Kingdom. 


On Saturday the 6th of November it was Ordered, 7hat 
a Committee be appointed to Tnſpett the Law concerning the 
Anniverſary Reading of the Narrative of the Gunpowder- 
Plot i» Churches, on every Fifth day of November, and to 
Report the ſame to the Houſe. | 


Reſolved N. C. That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, 
That the Afs of Parliament made in the Reigns of (Queen 
Elizabeth and Xing James againſt Popiſh Recuſants, Ought 
not to be Extended againft Proteſtant Diſſenters, 


It would have been well it we had been told why 
they ought not to be Extended to all that break them, 
one as well as another. And then how it ſhould' be poſ- 
ſible to diſtinguiſh theſe two Sorts of offenders one from 
the other, the offence being Exactly the fame, tho the 
cauſe be a little different : And then thirdly, it a Bill had 
been brought in for that purpoſe, for the Votes of the 
Houſe of Commons are no binding Expoſitions of Law, 
nor I hope never will be. Laſtly, this Vote was need- 
leſs, if the Bill of 7/70 went .on ; and to no purpoſe it 


it did not ; as'T ſuppoſe they underſtand Now. 


L 2- Ordered, 


— — hs 
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Ordered, | 2X 
That a Committee be appointed to' prepare and bring in 
a Bill for Repeal of all or any part of the 4 of Parlia- 
ment made in the 3 5th Tear of the Reign of Queen Eliz. 
Cap.1. Priuted in the Statute Book of Pulton. 


This was a ſevere Act againſt the Diſſenters,and they 
were Now to be Countenanced and Encouraged to the 
utmoſt ; for what end and purpoſe is not difticult to be 
gueſſed, by their Inſolence againſt the King and Go- 


vernment. 
A Bill for Exportation of Cloth and other Woollen 


Manufactures into 7urkey was read: the firſt time and 
committed. 

The Bill to difable the Duke of Tort was read the Se- 
cond time, and committed to a Committee of tie whole 
Houſe,. with a Reſolution declared that it ſhould Ex- 
tend. to the Perſon of the Duke of 707k Onely ; and that 
Committee was appointed on the next Meanday Morn- 


ing at Ten of the Cleck : And accordingly it was. that 0 
day Debated, and ſome Clauſes added to it. tc 
I 
| On Treſday the Ninth of November his Majeſty ſent | \ 
the Commons another Meſſage by Mr. Secretary Jen- tt 


kins, Which was as followeth.. 


CHARLES R.. | 


JIS Majeſty defires this Houſe as well for the 

| H SatisfaBtio of his People as of Elimfelf, to 

EN Expedite ſuch Matters as are depending before them, 
relating t6 Popery, and the Plot ;. and wonld: have 


them reſt aſſured, That all Remedies they can tender, 
[0 
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to bis Majeſty, conducing to thoſe Ends, ſhall be coery 
acceptable to- bim ; Provided they be ſuch as may 


Conſs/t with preſerving the Succeſſion of the Crown in- 


its Due and Legal Courſe of Deſcent... 


On Wedneſday the ro0th of November, | A Bill for Rey 
gulating the Eledtions of Members. to Serve in- Parlia+ 
ment for the Houſe of Commons, was read: the firſt 
time, and ordered to be read the ſecand time. _ 

And the fame day the Bill for prohibiting, the Impor- 
tation of riſþ Cattel was read the third time and 14s 
and ſent upto the Lords. | 


Now let the Reader obſerve, there was not one Pub-- 
lick Bill paſſed through the Houſe of Commons in all 


this time, but this.; and yet no Bill was more oppoſed 


than this : but here. the priyate Concerns of the North 


and Weſt Country Gentlemen were Engaged, and 
therefore they carried it on Might and Main againſt all 
oppoſition ; but as for any Bills againſt Popery, they 
took no-care or thought : tor that againſt the Duke of 
Tork may perhaps be made to. appear to be of another 
Nature then - was. pretended, and -rather againſt any 
thing then Popery.. 


The fame day the Lords ſent dowa to the Commons 


aBill which they had paſſed,. for Freeing the City of 


London, and his Majeſty's Court and the Parts adjacent, 
from Popiſh. Inhatizants, and providing, againſt other. 


Dangers which may ariſe from Papiſts. To which they 
deſired their Concurrence.. 


| Note,” That this Bill bud'beea ſent: down from the- 
Lords before, and.the Commons had Joſt $he opportu-- 


nity of paſſing it, as you will ſee they; will, in this Seb 


flon: 


— 
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ſion alſo, tho there were Tragical repreſentations made 
of the Danger the City and Nation were. in from the 
Vaſt Numbers of them which were Seated in and about 
the City of London: The truth is, it was not conve- 
nient to looſe any thing that might ſerve to fright the 
People, and much better to have Papiſts in Loudon for 
that purpoſe, than to have them ſent elſewhere,and looſe 
the means of Fermenting the Rabble. But if men were 
not as willing to be or at leaſt ſeem to be cheated, as 
others are to delude them, they would foon perceive 
whoſe intereſt it is to keep them in Fears and Jealou- 
fies, and after diſcharge their Bug-bears, or turn their 
rage another way. 
' The fameday they Voted an Adareſs to his Majeſty, 
in anfwer to his laſt Meſſage. | 

And that they would proceed in the proſecution of 
the Lords in the Tower,beginning with W//zam Viſcount 
Stafford. | 


On Thurſday the 11th of November, 1680. 

A Bill to prevent the offences of Bribery, and Debau- 
chery, im EleCtions of Members to Serve in the Commons 
Houſe of Parliament, was Read the farſt time, and or- 
dered to be read again the Monday following, with the 
Bill for Regulating Ele&ions of Members to Serve in 
the ſazd Houſe, formerly mentioned. 

This day the Bill againſt the Duke of 7ork was read 
thethird time, and paſſed ; The Title whereof was re- 
ſolved to be, An Att for Securing of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, by Diſabling James Duke of York to Inherit the 
Imperial Crown of England and Ireland, and the Domini: 
ons and Territories thereunto belonging, And it was 0t- 
dered that the Lord Ruſſe] ſhould carry it up to the 
Lords, for their Concurrence. A 

e 
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The Bill fent downby the Lords for Freeing the Ciey 
of London from Popiſh Recuſfants, was read the firſt 
_ Friday, and Ordered a fecond reading in a.tull 
Houſe, 

This day the Commons fent a Meſſage to the Lords, 
to Acquaint them with their Intentions to! begin with 
the Viſcount S2afford, and to defire them to appoint a 
Convenient time for the Tryal, and that the Lords in 
the Zower might be Confined and kept from holding. 
Correſpondence with one another, as perſons impeached 
and committed for High Treaſon by Law ought to 


be. | | 

The Lords anſwered, As to the latter part of this 
Meſſage, They had taken Care already in it ; and as to 
the former, They appointed Tueſday the Thirtieth day of 
the ſame | Moneth. | 

And they further reſolved to Addreſs to his Majeſt y 
for a Sum: of Money. for defraying the: Charges of Sum- 
moning of Witneſfes and other Expences Incident to the 
Profecution and Tryals of the-Lords inthe Tower , -and 
appointed Mr. Charles Clare to Receive and Expend the 
fame; for which purpoſe his Majeſty gave Order that 
100 |, ſhould be Ilued. out 'of the Exchequer. 


On Saturday the 13th of November, 
" Sir Robert Teomans being upon his own Petition called 
to the Bar, he Acknow] his offence, and was or- 
d:red to receive, the. Cenſure of the Houſe upon his. 
Knees z. to which he ſubmured, and: was diſcharged, pay- 
ing his Fees. 977, 8 Bey 

The Lords returned theBill againſt Importing. of /ri/þ 
Cattel agreed to Commons the ſame day.. 


The City of London having Petitioned: the Houſe 


2gainſt. Sir George Feffereys' their Recorder, and it be- 
FODCrT 10%, £1 mg. 
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ing )referred to a Committee, they paſſed this Vote, 
'1 ': Refolved; ' | | 7 The 

That this Committee is of Opinion, That by the Ei. 
dence given to this Committee, it does appear that Sir 
George Jeftereys, Recorder of the City of London, }y 
traducing and obſtrutting. Petitioning for the Sitting 4 
This Parliament, hath betrayed the Rights :of- the Sub. 
Sel 10-14 313-326 [55 cov 4 Th 3. $1721 

- To which'the Houſe agreed, and' Ordered, -7hat ay 
Humble Addreſs be made tohis Majeſty, to remove him 
out of all Publick Offices; and appointed a Committee to 
draw up the fame. As if it had been likely his Majeſty 
would have fo tar complyed with-them, as to have pu- 
niſhed the Recorder for obeying his 'Laws and-Prock- 
mation, . againſt a Tumultuous and Seditious Sort of 
men. 

But however his Majeſty might Aq&,they had another 
aim- in this,: forithey Voted, 7hat the Members of their 
Houſe that Served: for the City of London, ſhould commu- 
-wicate this Vote and Reſolution of their Fiouſe,to the Court 
of Aldermen for the City of London. 

: This was a ſure way to'beſpeak a Party in the City 
to Joyn with the Houſe againſt the Abhorrers. © * 

They further Ordered, That this Committee ſhould 
enquire into all ſuch petſons as have been Adviſing, or 
| Promoting of 'the-late Proclamation, ſtiled, 4 Proclams- 
tion againſt Tumaltuous Petitioning, + F146 

| Thus having paſſced:thus far without any check from 
-any perſon, they thought they might proceed as far fur- 
ther as eB pr And.it is very probablethat they 
were ſpurred on to this by their Friends and Enemics; 


the one deſigning to make them ''Ferrible ; and the 
- other, being willng:to make them Hated. However, 
Ham ſure they they became more hated thartfeared by 

AS 


. . 


2?this and many other ſuch proceedings. 
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As. the Parliament, that is, the Commons, Coufted 
the City, ſothe:City was.as kind. to them, and.Callidg 
a Common Councel, Voted-an Addreſs to his Majeſty 
to declare their Loyalty ; and to Petition him that the 
Parliament might Sit until Prote/tantiſme was Secured ; 
I believe they might 'meat*innocent}y, tho. T am Well 
Secured that this would -hyve-perperyated them tothe 
End of the World, if ſome amongſt them might hyve 
been Judges of the time when this great work was per- 
tected. : | 
But this did not Edify with his Majeſty, who pene- 
trated to the bottom of theſe little Proje&s, and was not 
over-pleafed with this Correſpondency betwixt this and 
the Commons, remembring what ill effe&ts this Con- 
jun&tion had in the Reign ot his Father, So, he Adviſed 
the Common-Councel to meddle with thoſe things that 
lay before them, and aſſuring them, Zhat be would La- 
bour to maintain the . Proteſtant Religzon as it was. E/ta- 
Hiſhed by Law; (which was more than they deſfired,) he 
diſmiſſed them. 


On Munday the 15th day of November. 

A Bill againſt the Importation of Cattel from Scorland 
was Read the firſt time, and Ordered a Second Reading 
the Saturday following at Ten of the Clock. | 

This day was delivered the following Meſlage to the 
Commons: L 


CHARLES R. : 
] [7 S Majeſty did in bis Speech, at the .Opening 
of this SeſSion of Parliament, defire your Ad- 


vice and Aſsiſtance, in relation to Tangier : 
the 


the Condition and Importance of the Place obliges his 
Majeſty to put this Houſe in mind again, That He 


relies upon them for the Support of it, without which 


it cannot be much longer preſerved. His Majeſty 
doth therefore Earneſtly Recommend Tangier again 
to the due and ſpeedy Conſideration and Care of this 


Houſe. 


A Debate thereupon ariſing in. the Houſe, they Vo- 
ted, That they would preceed in the Conſideration of this 
Meſſage the next Wedneſday Morning at Ten of the 
Clock. 

A Bill ſent down from the Lords, Intituled, 4» 44 
for the better Regulating the Tryals of the Peers of En- 
gland, was Read the Second time, and Committed upon the 
Debate of the Houſe. 

This day the Bill for Diſabling, the Duke of 7ork was 
Read the firſt time in the Houſe of Peers ; and the que- 
ſtion being put, Whether it ſhould be read again 2 the 
Houſe divided. 

Noes, 63. 
Teas, 3O. : 

So it was Thrown out ; the Biſhops all appearing 
againſt the Bill, Except three, for which ſome of the 
Commons Reflected upon them, with great Liberty, as 
if no body could be tor the Duke but he muſt be for 
Popery. 

The Houſe of Commons taking notice of this, were 
ſo diſcompoſed, that they Adjourned themſelves on 
Tueſday Morning, and did nothing thar day. 

And the day: following meeting in a very bad and dit- 


contented. humour, and taking into- Conſideration the? 
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Meſlage about Tangier, They Reſolved upon an Addreſs 
to his Majeſty upon the Debate of the Houfe, Humbly 
repreſenting to him the dangerous State and Condition 
of the Kingdom. 

And then it appearing that George Earl of Hallifax 
had been very Active ih the Houſe of Lords againſt the 
Bit for Diſ-inheriting the Duke, they Reſolved alfo 
upon another Addreſs to his Majeſty, to remove the 
Earl from his Majzſties Preſence and Councils for Ever. 
And: this was all they did the Second day after. The 
Houſe being in a perfe& Fret, and the Country-Party 
Heating themſelves by their Speeches to that height, 
they were fcarce able to Conſider what was fit to be ſaid 
or asked. LGN- 

And now that the Peers of England have paſſed their 
Jucpnent concerning this Bill, I will add ſome ſhort 
Reflections upon the Bill, which I ſhall ſhall ſubmit to 
my Reader, as it 1s fit I ſhould. Vi 

Firſt, Then, I do acknowledg it is a great affli&tion 
to any Proteftant Country to fall into the Hands of a 
Popiſh Prince ; and worſe for Eng/and then for moit 
other, becauſe of the great and implacable Malice the 
Jeſuits and the whole Church of Reme have ever born to 
the Religion Eſtabliſhed amongſt us, which is more eaſi- 
ly defended againſt them, then any other Reformed 
Church, as being founded upon greater Antiquity, and 
more conformable to the Primitive Church of the Three 
or Four firſt Centuries, then either the Church of Rome, 
or any of the Reformed Churches in theſe Weſtern Parts 
of the World: and therefore they of the Church of Rome 
Have left no ſtone unturned, to Subvert her, imploy- 
ing all their own Wit and Power againſt her ever ſince 
the Reign of Queen Elizabeth began ; and ſticking nei- 
ther at Perjury, Treaſon, Murther, nor any other Villa- 
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ay that they thought might conduce to that End : and 
when God had by his Gracious Providence defeated. all 
theſe their Damnible Projects, They Transformed them- 
ſelves into the ſhapes of our own Proteſtant Diſlenters, 
and fo promoted a Rebellion which ended in the feem- 
ing Ruine of this Religion and Government, to their 
mighty Content and SatisfaQtion ; but tho his Majeky 
at his Return re-fettled this Church, yet they did not 
give over, but by a Tokration by ſpreading Pamphlets 
written in the Stile of the Diffenters, and ſo very ac- 
ceptable to them, by diſcouraging all that oppoſed our 
Inteſtine Diviſions, and a multitude of ſuch other frauds, 
they have in Twenty Years time ſo ſhaken her founda. 
tions again, that his Majeſty can hardly now preſerve 
and uphold her againſt the Popiſh Party on the one hand, 
and the Diſſenters on the other. 

So that if this poor perſecuted Church ſhould fall in- 
to the hands of a Prince of their Communion, She is to 
Expe& whatever the moſt Enraged Malice armed with 
his Authority, can inflict upon her, and She hath all the 
reaſon in the world to expect the Difſenters will joyn 
with them to afflidt and ruine her. Not out of any 
Kindneſs to Poperyy but out of -an implacable hatred 
they two have Conceived againſt her. So that. I muſt 
and will Conclude the Church of Eng/and hath the 
greateſt reaſonwn the world to dread that.day that ſhall 
put her into ſuch hands. | 

But yet ſtill with this limitation: notwithſtanding, 
that by Avoiding one Miſchief, ſhe ſhould not plunge 
her Self into a greater ; that 1s, by flying a Perſecution 
from men, to fall into aRebellion againſt her God and 
Saviour, by whoſe Providence Kings and. Princes ( of 
what Religion ſoever,they be) rule ;' and by whom they 

have in all Ages been ſo Ordercd, Diſpoſed and Govern: 
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ed, as He jn his Divine and Holy Wiſdom Saw moſt 


Expedient for the Proſperity or Chaſtiſement of his 
Church, to the greater encreaſe of her Glory and Hap- 
pineſs in the world to come. 


Two things I will lay down as Undoubted Rules or 
Maximes. - . \ 

x. That the Kingdomnr of England is an Hereditary 
Kingdom or Monarchy, which for many Ages hath. 
gone to the Next Heirs, be they Males or Females, of 
the Blood Royal; without any EleQtion or Conſent of 
the People, otherwiſe then by acknowledging their 
Lawful Right derived from God, by their Blood to 


them. 
The Second is, That this Hereditary Monarchy was 


ſt up. at firſt, and hath been fince upheld and main-" 


tained by the Providence-of God. 

From which two I will infer this Concluſion, That 
who ever ſhall attempt to alter this Right of Succeſ- 
fion without a manifeſt revelation, (which is not now 
to be expeed) is a Notorious Uſurper. upon the Right 
of the Perſon who is to Succeed, be the pretence for it 
what it will ; and a Rebel againſt that Providence which 
gave him that Right. 

Nor will all the Antient'Rebelhons, Uſurpations and 
Diſorders,. whith have hapned in this Kingdom, Jultify 
them that ſhall begin them again. 

Now if it ſhould pleaſe God fo to order it, that the 
Duke ſhould at his Majeſties Death be the Next Heir 
to his Crown; I cannot ſee how any humane Power 
ſhall prevent his Succeſſion to it, but by encroaching 
upon his Right, and by retelling againſt the Divine 


Providence that gave 1t to him. 
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So that be the Inconveniences that ſhall fellow upon 
ſuch a Succeſſion what they will or can be, we muſt 
ſubmit to them upon pain of Rebellion againſt both 
God and his Anointed our Lawful Prince. And then 
let any man be judge whether it 15 better to tall into 
the Hands of a Popiſh Prince, or into the Hands of an 
Angry God, who is a Conſuming fire ;- and who is not 
bound by any Act of Parliament trom affliding a Sinful 
and Rebellious People. 

So tho the Church of England hath all the reaſon in 
the world to dread ſuch a Prince, yet ſhe will have 
areater reaſon to dread a Rebellion againſt him, becauſe 
if runs her upon the Divine Vengeance, and is direQly 
contrary to her Principles, and the Practiſe of the Apo- 
{tles and Primitive Church, and is plain down-right 


Popery. So that I conclude Neither She nor any of her 


Children, will be guilty of it, come what will come. 
But this is not all, we are already Sworn to Bear 
Faith and true Allegiance to the Kings Highneſs, His 
Heirs and Lawful Succeſſors, and that to our power 
we ſhall aſſiſt and defend all Juriſdiction, Priviledges, 
Pre-Eminences and Authorities granted or- belonging 
to the Kings Highneſs,his Heirs and Lawful Suro 
or United and Annexed to the Imperial Crown of this 
Realm; of which that of an hereditary Succeſſion 1s one 
of the principal; and we are Sworn nof onely to his 
Majeſty, (whom God Long Continue) but alſo to his 
Lawful Succefſors : with which Oath none but they 
that have that Right can diſpence ; for this being a pro- 
miſſory Oath made to them as well as him, when their 
Rights ſhall fall, his Majeſty cannot remit their Right, 
nor any of them anothers; but they have Every of them 
in their reſpe&ive degrees and orders an indiſpenſable 
Right confirmed to them by this Oath. Nor wor 
| they 


(65) 


they ceaſe to be Lawfal Succeſſors in the Sence of this 


Oath, tho a Law were made to prevent, bar, or cut off 


th ir Succeſſion ; becauſe all that is meant by the word 
Lawful, in this place, is tobe underſtood by the common 
Rules of” Succeſſion Settled by the Common Law of 
England; wiz. the Eldeſt Son- or Daughter before a 
Younger of the ſame Sex, &'c. Now if his Majeſty 
cannot do it, much leſs can the Lords or Commons do 
it, becauſe they areall within the obligation of this 
Oath, and it 1s unreafonable that men ſhould diſpence 
with their own promiſſory Oathes to others ; for this 
would deſtroy all Faith and Confidence amongſt men, 
an] pull up the very Roots of all Society and Govern- 
ment. Nor can any man 1magine that this Oath was 
made in favour of a Proteſtant Succeſſor only, Z7. 8. be- 
ing a Popiſh Prince, in whoſe time it was Settled at firſt. 
And*the fame in effe& is Sworn by the Oath of Alle- 
riance With this binding Clauſe, 7 do believe, and in 
my Conſcience am reſolved, that neither the Pope, nor any 
ther Perſon whatſoever, hath power to abſolve me of this 
Oath or any part thereof, which I Acknowledge by good 
ad full Authority to be lawfully Miniſtred unto me, And. 
by this Oath we are allo bound to bear Faith and true 
Allegiance (not onely) to his Majeſty, (but to) his Heirs 
ad Succeſſors, and Him and Them to Defend to the 
Utmoſt of our power, &c. Which. is to be underſtood 
cording, to. their ſeveral and reſpective Rights, and 
t ſuch times as they ſhall grow and accrew to them and! 
trery of them. And altho this Oath was Introduced: 
by a Proteſtant Prince, yet is not made to him as a Pro- 
teſtant, but as Lawful and Righttul King of this Realmz 
ad who ever is So, hath and muſt have Right to um- 
pole it Upon us, be his Religion what it will. So that 


telides the farmer Sin of Rebellion againſt "the Provie 
dence 
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dence of God, Here is an Apparent and Unavo'dabl, 
Perjury in'this Caſe to Aggravate the other. And ſure- 
ly no good Religious man will run upon theſe two Hj. 
deous Sins deliberately, to avoid any temporakafiliction 
whatſoever. 

So that were the Caſe juſt ſuch as it is repreſented by 
the Author of the Charatter of a Popiſh Succeſſor,It woul! 
not Juſtify the Excluding of ſuch a Succeſſor as he hat 
deſcribed, by Force and Arms, againſt his Right and our 
Oathes to the Contrary, tho we were never ſo certain 
to Succeed in the Attempt. But then that wicked man 
has moſt falſly repreſented things to us, . and So as it i; 
impoſlible they ſhould ever prove in the Event, if we 
do not give occaſion for s by an improſperous Rebel 
lion ; nay I believe I may ſay if we ſhould. 


Firſt it is agreed by All the World, That there are 
"Ten Proteſtants for one Papiſt thro all the Dominions 
of England ; So that if ſuch a Succeſſor ſhould attempt 
to Extirpate them ; the bare refuſing to aid or aſliſt hin 
in ſuch an enterprize, would render it impoſlible. 


Secondly, All our Laws are in favour of that Rel: 
gion that is Eſtabliſhed, which could never be Repealed 
but in Parliament ; and it is morally impoſſible to have 
a Parliament the major part of which will not be Pro- 
teſtants, who will never Conſent to ruine themſelves. 


Thirdly, The Revenue of ſuch a Prince will not bear 
the Charge of ſo great an Army as will be neceſlary to 
reduce the People to a Religion ſo generally deteſted and 
hated as this 1s. q 

In anſwer to this, there is Two things pretended if 


Firſt, That he may have Foraign Ayds; And econ b 
( ; 
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That he will have means to deter or allure many from 
the Proteſtant Religion to his own. 


As to Foraign aſliſtances, no Prince will dare to ad- 
mit fo many as ſhall totally over-power his own People, 
becauſe then they will be able to ruine him,as the Saxoxs 
did the Brzttains ; and he may be ſure they will do it. 
30 that this 1s a ridiculous Suppoſition in a Prince of 
ah own Nation that hath No other Dominions but 
theſe. 


As to any Number of People that he may be able to 
bring over to his Religion, they will be very incon- 


ſiderable in proportion to thole that will never be 


brought over, tho we ſuppoſe the Number greater then 
it is like to be; for that ſome men have got a way of 
Reproachiog all they hate with the Name of Papi/ts, 
tecauſe there 1s none more hated than that ; yet even for 
that caſe the Number mult be ſmall, being very unwil- 
ling to Liſt themſelves in a hated Party, Except they 
may have great Advantages by it; which are not to be 
afforded to many(in proportion to the reſt) in one Kings 
Re!gn, in ſo ſmall a Kingdom as England. 


Thirdly, The very attempting this with Force and 
Violence, will drive ſo many people out of the Nation, 
that the Prince will deſtroy both his Revenue, and Se- 
curity ; Which we may believe no man will do for his 
own fake. 

To this we may add, That it is three to one whether. 
we have any ſuch Prince. Who but God can tell whe- 
ther ever the Duke ſhall Survive his Majeſty. Whether, 
it he do, he ſhall be the Next Heir ; and whether, if he 
be So, his Intereſt, the Grace of God, or meer humane: 
| 5 'N | Incon- 
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inconftancy, may not work upon him to return to that 
Religion he was firſt principld in, and for which his 
Royal Father moſt Glorioufly Laid down his Lite. 

And after all this, Suppoſing he ſhould Succeed and 
be Zealous for his Religion, and Suppoſe that to be Po- 
pery ; there is no neceſſity that he muſt A&t all the worſt 
Principles of Popery to the Utmoit degree. I am ure it 
is not uſual fo to do, tho the difficulty be not ſo great as 


- here it will be. 


And after all, doth not the Providence of God govern 
the Popiſh as well as Proteſtant Princes? Is the Arm of 
the Almighty ſthortned that he can neither Deliver nor 


- Support his Church ? or hath he forſaken her in her Old 


Age, who preſerved her with So much Care and Power 
in her Infancy under Heathen Princes for above Thres 
hundred Years 2 and under 4rr:as Princes ( which were 
as bad as the worft Papiſts) a long time after that. Do 
we believe this Proteſtant Religion is acceptable to him - 
Are the'far greateſt part of them that profeſs it, Sincert 
or Falſe in their pretences ? If all theſe be anſwered one 
way, we have Something to rely upon that is more 
Steady, than the Faith and Religion ot Princes. If in the 
other, it will be but a folly to pretend ro Secure by hu- 
mane Arts, that which God is reſolved to deſtroy. 

But the reafon upon which the Bill of Excluſton is 


built, is worſe than the thing. Firſt they Vote, That 


the Dukes being a Papiſt, and the Hopes of his Coming 
fſach to the Crown, hath given the greateſt Countenarce 
and Encouragement to the preſent Deſigns and Conſpiracics 
againſt the King and Proteſtant Religion. 

They Vote the Duke a Papiſt, which is more than 
any man living can tell but himſelf; and it it ſhould be 
granted that he is So, what then > Then this hath given 


rhe greateſt Countenance and Encouragernent to tlie 
preſent 


| 
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preſent Deſigns and Confpiracies againſt the King and 
Proteſtant Keligion ; and then the Concluſion is, That 
therefore he muit be diſ-inherited. To me it ſeems bet- 
ter Logick to fay, Then all poſſible Care and Art is to 
be unployed toreduce him back to our Church ; where- 
as this way of proceeding with him can ead in nothing 
but the enraging and exaſperating of him againit the 
Proteſtant Religion. | 
But then the Duke's being a Papiſt hath not given 
the greateſt, nor, it we may believe Mr. Oates, hardly 


any Encouragement to the Plot : for he tells us, that Article 60, 


when he urged, That he feared the Death of the King 
would ſcarely do the buſineſs and effeit the Deſign, unleſs 
his R. H. would pardon thoſe that did the buſineſs, aud 
fland by them in it, Keines replyed, That the Duke was 
not the Strength of their Truſt ; for they had another wa 

to effett the ſetting up the-C. R.&c. And if James did not 
Comply with them, to pot he muſt go alſo. And Article 
29. If the Dute ſhall ſet his face in the leaſt meaſure .to 
follow his Brothers foot-ſteps,his Paſsport was made to Lay 
him allkep. And Article 24. They the Jeſuits aver,That 
altho the Duke was a good Catholique, yet he had a tender 
affeftion for the King, and would ſcarcely be engaged in 
that Concern; and if they ſhould once intimate their De- 
ſigns and Purpoſes unto him, they might not onely be fru- 
ſtrated of their Deſign, but alſo might loſe his Favour. 
Art. 16. He faith he putting this queſtion, What if the 
Duke ſhould prove Slippery 2 They replyed, Hu Paſspor? 
was ready when ever he ſhould Appear to fail them. And 
page the 64. He tells us, He (the. Pope) hath ordered, 
That in caſe the D. of-York will not accept theſe Crowns 
as forfeited by his Brother unto the Pope, as of h1s Gift, 
and ſettle ſuch Prelates and Dignities.in the Church, and 


ſuch Officers in Commands and Places Civil, Naval, and 
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Military, as he hath Commiſſioned, Extirpate the Pro. 
reſtant Religion, and in order thereunto Ex poſt facto, 
Conſent the Aſſaſſination of the King his Brother, Maſſacre 
of his Proteſtant Subjetts, Firing of his T owns,&c. by Par- 
doning of the Afſaſsins, Murtherers and Incendiaries,that 
then he alſo be Poyſoned or deſtroyed, after they have for 


ſome time abuſed his Name and Title to. Strewgthen their 


Plot,&c. All which Paſſages in his and other of the Nar- 
ratives ſhew plainly the D. being a Papiſt was not the 
greater, nay it was hardly any encouragement to the 
Plot : and tho ſome of them have gone farther than 
Mr. Oates, yet that ſhews the Jeſuits had different opi- 
nions of His R. Highneſs ; and therefore had no aſlu- 


rance : but if the P/o? upon the Life of the King had 


facceeded, he might have revenged it upon them tho te 
were of their Religion as they: believed. 


But becauſe theſe things may be diſputed both ways, 


Suppoſe I ſhould: grant the Hopes of his Coming a Pa- 


piſt to the Crown, did really give the greateſt Encou. 
ragement to the Phot ; will dif-inheriting: him defeat 
thoſe hopes.> No, but it will rather whet thenron to 
do their utmoſt to Murther the King to prevent or re- 
venge that injury to the Duke : and of this the Houſe 
was fo ſenſible, that the fame day they paſſed this 


_ Pate, they Added'to it this that followes. 


Reſolved N. C. 

That in Defence off the Kings Perſon and Government, 
and of the Proteftant Religion, this Fouſe doth declare, 
That they will Stand by His Majeſty with their Lives 
and Fortunes ; and that if his Majeſty ſtall come by any 
Violent Death, (which God forbid) they will revenge it to 
the Vtmoſt. upon the Papiſts. 


This 
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This latter Vote they have annexed to the former 
every time they have paſſed it, which ſhews they are 
ſenſible Revenge and Deſpair are full as likely to puſh 
them on, as Hope, to this Horrid attempt: and in thar 
caſe this Vote wilt never hinder them, but it may en- 
courage the Scotch Aſſaſſins to do it if they can ; Know- 
ing the Pap:iſts are to Suffer, who ever doth the fact. 

So that to me it ſeems the Reaſons upon which the 
Bill 1s founded, are weak and unconcluding, and thar 
no Malice could have Contrived a more ettectual way 
to haſten thoſe Calamities upon us it pretends to pre- 
vent, and to aſcertain what 1s full as likely never to 
happen without it. 

Sol conclude the Lords did well and wiſely in re- 
xAing the Bill, and the Biſhops in joyning with them 
ſo to do. 

And now I will proceed with the reſt of the Pores, 
having made this ſhort Digreſſion to Expreſs my 
thoughts on this great affair, which I ſubmit to the 
Judgment' of wiſer men ; and ſhall willingly retra&t 
or amend any thing if I have erred ; for I ſeek nothing 
' by all this but the Peace and Proſperity of my Coun- 
try. 
There being little done of 1mportance on Thurſday 
the 18th day of November, the next day the Commons 
fe]l' upon the buſineſs of the Abhorrers of the Petitions; 
and began with the Grand-Juries tor the Counties of 
Somerſet and Devon , which had both deteſted and at- 
horred the ſaid Tumultuous Petition. So they Ordered, 
That Sir G:/es Philips and William Coleman, being the 
Fore-men of the ſaid Grand-Juries, ſhould be ſent tor tin 
Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms attending their Houle, 
to anſwer at the Bar of their Houſe,. for: Breach of Pri- 


vikdge by them committed againſt their Zou/e. 
Before 
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Before in Sir George Feffereys Caſe, it was for betray- 
ing the Rights of the Subjeftt, and Now 'tis become a 
Priviledge of Parliament for the People to Petition by 
Humbert, and Thouſands for the Sitting ot a Parlia- 
ment. At this rate of Procceding, there will be Privi- 
ledges of Parliament enough at laſt. 

At the ſame time they ordered Captain William Caſte 
and Mr. Fohn Hutchinſon, and Mr. Henry Walrond, the 
two laſt being of the ſaid Grand-Furies, to be Sent for in 
Cuſtody too. So this was a pretty handſom begin- 
Ng. 

i» the next day they found that Mr.W:7ll:am Stawel 
was Fore-man tor the Grand-Jury for Devon, and not 
Mr. Coleman, fo they ordered his Name to be put out 
of the Warrant, and Mr. StawelPs to be put in. This 
thews with what heat and haſte they managed this 
aftair. CAE 
But why ſhould the Fore-men of the Grand-Juries be 
ſent for, rather than all or any of the reſt ; the Fore- 
man having no more Authority than the Laſt man, nor 
being any way 1nabled by his place to Help or Hinder 
any thing, but being Concluded by the Major part, be 
his own Opinion what 1t will 2 but they could not tell 
who promoted this affair,and therefore Right orWrong, 
Singled them out to be made Examples , not think- 
4ng it convenient to ſend for the whole Number, who 
yet, were puniſhed in theſe ; and not only they that 
ſaftered, but every Gentleman in the Nation fuffer'd in 
them ; their Liberties being at the Mercy- of every Cor- 
poration, who when they pleaſe may ſend Taylors, 
Grocers,©c. to enjoy theſe exorbitant priviledges, and 
Send for the beſt Knights and Gentlemen ifi England, 
for not, having payd reſpetts great enough to them. 


5: 2» The 
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The Bill of Importation of Cattel from Scotland was 
read the ſecond tune, and Committed. Wes, 

Then they proceeded 1n the buſineſs of the 4bborrers, 
and Voted, That one 7homas Herlert Eſq; ſhould be 
ſent for in Cuſtody, for profecuting John Arxold Eſq; 
at the Council Table, for promoting the faid Petition, 
and procuring Subſcriptions. 

To him they added Sir Thomas Holt,Serjeant at Law, 
and Mr. Thomas Staples, as Betrayers of the Liberties of 
the Subject. 

. The ſame day one Ed was diſcharged out of Cuſto- 
dy ; who had been taken for not Making a good Search 
tor Arms at the Lord Aſton's Houſe at Taxall in Stafford- 


ſhire, Notice being taken that he was a Sober J}c- 


teſtant, (what that means I muſt leave to my Reader ; 
for I never heard that any fort of Prote/tants made Drun- 
kennels, or Debauchery, or any other ſort of Inſobriety 
a part of Proteſtantiſme, and I ſhould have liked it better 
if it had been a Corfiding Ban,) and an Enemy to the 
Popiſh FaCtion : Ir were worth the while to enquire 
how he ſtood affe&ted to the Puritan Fallion. 


On Munday the 22 of November, 

Two Bil's for Regulating Ele&ions were read the ſe- 
cond time, and Committed to a Committee to unite or 
divide them as they ſhould ſee cauſe. 

The day following Sir Thomas Holt petitioning the: 
Houſe, was called in and Cenſured upon his Knees, and 
Diſcharged. | 

The fame day a {urther Addreſs was Yoted, to Peti- 
tion his Majeſty to. remit a Fine of 500 1. that had teer 
ſet upon Mr. Benjamin Harris, for Printing Seditious 
Libels. Snch men were not to be diſcouraged, in an 


Age when ſo tew were to be found., who would un- 
dertake- 
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dertake that dangerous Imployment for the gocd ofthe 
Nation. | | | 

The ſame day a Bill was brought in for Repeal of an 
ACT m:d:inthe 35 of E/iz. Cap. 1. Againſt Scditious 
and Diſloyal Settaries and Conventicles ; this Bill pal. 
{:d both Houſes,but was taken away, before it was Sign- 
ed by the King. So that Statute Eſcaped then ; to the 
terror of thoſe Proteſtants. 

There having been a deſign to Indift the Duke of 
{ort for a Popiſh Recuſant in 7rinity Term this Year, 
and the fame being prevented by the Court of ings. 
Benches dilcharging the Grand-Jury before they had 
tound the fame, the Houſe made this Yore, 

That the diſcharging of a Grand-Jury by any Judge be. 
fore the end of the Term, Aſsizes or Seſs10ns, whileſt 
Matters are under their Conſideration, and Not preſented, 
is Arbitrary, Nlegal and Deſtruttive to publick Juſtice, a 
manifeſt Violation of his Oath, (what Oath)and is a Means 
ro Subvert the Fundamental Laws of the Kingdom, 

Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to Examine 
the Proceedings of the Judges in Weſtminſer-Hall,&c. 


On Wedneſday, November 24. 
. After Orders for the ſending tor George Be// an At- 
torney at Law, Arthur Teomans, William Jordan, John 
Laws, and Henry Aulnett, for Breach of Priviledge of 
Parliament, without aſsigning wherein ; Order was gi- 
ven to bring in a Bill, | 
1. To Supply the Laws againit Bankrupey. 

. 2. And another to take. away fhe Court held before 
the Lord Preſident and Council in the Marches of 
Wales. = 
Then the Bill for Repeal of the 35 Eliz. Cap. x. was 
read the Second time, and Ordered to be ingroſled. : - 
a atn 2s Ordered, 
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Ordered, That an humble Addreſs be made to his Mas- 


jeſty from this Fouſe, by ſuch Members thereof as are of 


His Majefties Moſt Honourable Privy Council, to defire 
his Majeſty to give Orders, That all Ptoteſtant Diſlen- 
ters, who are proſecuted upon any Penal Laws made againſt 
Popiſh Recuſants, in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth and King 
James, may be Admitted to a Compoſition in the Exche- 
quer, without paying any Fees. 

Which was granted by his Majeſty. 


Ordered, That Leave be given to bring tn a Bill decla- 
ring, that thoſe Laws ſhall not be Extended to P. Diſſen- 
ters; and that it be referred to the Committee appointed 
to bring in the Bill for the better Uniting of his Majgſties 
Proteſtant Subjects. 

The Attorney-General being ordered formerly to at- 
tend, and This day Called in and Examined touching 
the Manner of Iſſuing forth of the P. ſtiled, A Pocla- 
matfon againſf Tumuſtuous Petitions, and Giving 
an Account to the Houſe, That Sir Fra. Nerth Chiet 
Juſtice of the Court of Common-Pleas, was Adviſing and 
Afsiſting in the drawing up and paſsing of the ſaid Pro- 
clamation ; and a Debate thereupon ariſing in the 
Houſe, they Reſolved N.C. That it was ſufficient Ground 
for the Houſe to proceed upon an Impeachment againſt him 
for High Crimes and Miſdemeanors ; and order taken for 
an Impeachment accordingly. 

Thus the Diſſenters are encouraged to go on and 
break the Laws, and the Judges puniſhed for Executing 
them. 


On Thurſday the 25 of November, Nothing Extra- 


ordinary was done, but the Exhibiting Articles againſt 
Edward Seymour Eſquire, formerly Speaker of the Houle; 


to Each of which he being required to make a diſtinct 
| O anſwer, 
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anſwer, there ariſing a Debate upon the firſt Article, the 
w hole was adjourned to the next day. | 

Samuel YVerdon Under-Sherift of Norfo/t,was ordered 
to be ſent for into Cuſtody, upon a Complaint of ſeve- 
ral Crimes and Miſdemeanors by hum committed : 
For a Notorious Breach of Priviledge of Parlia- 
ment by him committed againſt their Houſe; No 
ſuch thing beigg mentioned in the Complaint. 


Friday, Novemb. 26. The Bill of Repeal of the 35 of 
Eliz. was read the third time, and paſſed. 

And the Houſe reſolved to Impeach Mr. Seymour 
upon 4 Articles, and appointed a Committee to draw 
up thoſe Articles accordingly, and Referred it to them 
to conſider of Precedents concerning the Committing 
of Members to Cuſtody when Impeached in Parlia- 
ment. 

On Munday the 29 day of November, the Houſe at- 
tended his Majeſty with their Addreſs concerning Tan- 
gier ; Which being very long, I will not trouble the 
Reader with it at Large. 

The whole is a Tragical repreſentation of the Advan- 
tages.that Popery had gotten over the Religion and Go- 
vernment, Aſsiſted (as they tell us) &y the Treachery of 
perfidious Proteſtants, which muſt be the Diſſenters, by 
whoſe aſsiſtance they obtained the Toleration, broke 
ſeveral Sefsions of the Long Loyal Parliament, if Co/e- 
man's Letter to Monſieur Le Cheſe may be Credited ; 
and it may truly be averred, that the Papiſts have not 
obtained any Advantage without the Diflenters, nor 
the Diſſenters without them. 

They fay further, That the ACT of Parliament en- 
joyning a Teſt to be taken by all perſons admitted into any 
Publick Office, and intended for a Security againſt Papiſts* 
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coming into Imployment, had So little effett, that either 
by diſpenſations, obtained. from Rome, they Submitted to 
thoſe Teſts, and held their Offices themſelves. or thoſe put 
into thoſe Places, wore ſo favourable to the ſame Intereſt, 
that Popery it ſelf has rather gained than loſt ground ſince 
that ACT. | 

Now Suppoſing it true, that ſome of them did ob- 
tain ſuch diſpenſations, what was this to his Majeſty ; 
and if any of them that gat their Offices were apt to 
aftord them unlawful favours, they might have called 
them to account for it, with much more general Satil- 
faction than they did the Abhorrers : but let any man 
that Knowes any thing of the World, Judge whether 
the Malice or falſehood of the Concluſion be greateſt. 

They tell the King a dreadful Story of the deleating 
of the Preſentment intended againſt his Majeſties Bro- 
ther the Duke of 7ork, under whoſe Countenance all 
the reſt (of the Papiſts) ſhelter themſelves, as they fay. 
But ſurely his Majeſty was not to be informed what 
they thought of this, who could not but be well in- 
formed of the FaCt long ſince; and fo they deſcend to 
the buſineſs of the Weekly Pacquet of Advice from Rome, 
which Expoſes Popery (as #t deſerves, fay they) as Ridi- 
culous to the People ; and they tell his Majeſty, 7hat 
a New and Arbitrary Rule of Court was made in his Ma- 
jeſties Court of Kings-Bench, That the ſame for the fu- 
tare ſhould not be Printed by any perſon whatſoever. But 
then they take no Notice how that Author has made 
many Odious, Falſe, and Scandalous, Reflections upon 
the Religion and Government by Law Eſtabliſhed ; 
which was the cauſe why it was Suppreſt, and not any 
talent he had of writing againſt Popery. 

Finally, They tell the King that they have freed 


themſelves front the guilt of-that Blood and deſolation 
O 2 which 


. * 
LY Panaes 


What Re- 
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which is like to enſue ; which is an Exprefsion in that 
place that looks like a kind of Threat or Menace; for 
there was then No proſpect of blood or deſolation that 
could ariſe from any cauſe or perſons but what muſt be 
Countenanced by : & Diſſenters. 

The Concluſion is; But our Onely hope, next under 
God, is in Tour Sacred Majeſty, that by your Great Wiſ- 
dome and Goodneſs we may be effeftually Secured from 
Popery, and all the Evils that attend it, aud that non? 
but perſons of Known Fidelity to Tour Majeſty, and Sincere 
Aﬀettion to The Proteſtant Religion, may be put into any 
Imployment Civil or Military. That whilſt we ſhall grve 
a Supply to Tangier, we may be aſſured we do not Aug- 
ment the Strength of our Popiſh Adverſaries, nor encreaſe 
our own Dangers ; which Defires of your Faithful Commons 
if Tour Majeity ſhall Gracioully vouchſafe to grant, we ſhall 
not onely be ready to aſsiſt Tour Majeſty in defence of Tan- 
gier, but do whatſoever elſe ſhall be in our power to enable 
lour Majeſty to Prote(t the Proteſtant Religion and Intereſt 
at home and abroad, and to reſiſt and repel the Attempts 
of Tour Majeſties and the Kingdoms Enemies. 

But His Majeſty notwithſtanding continued without 
any Supply, and by the Bleſſing ot God preſerved the 
Town. Now it is very obſervable, that in the former 
Parliament there being a Report, That Tangier ſhould 
be Sold to relieve the Neceſsities of the Crown, they then 
Voted, That the Houſe was of Opinion, : That thoſe who 
ſhould Adviſe His Majeſty to part with Tangier to any 
Foraign Prince or State, or be Inſtrumental therein, ought 
to be accounted Enemies to the King and Kingdom: And 
y=t now that it was 1n apparent hazard to be loſt to the 
Mvors, the Sworn Enemies of all Chriſtians, they would 
grant nothing to preſerve it; and many of the Commons 
1n their Speeches were of Opinion, that it was the beſt 
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way to deſert the Town, So that if any did Adviſe his 
Majeſty to Sell the Place, they were Enemies tothe Kin 
and Kingdom ; but if it were loſt or deſerted, So the 
King had nothing tor it, the Matter was not much, fo 
that the King might bear the blame, tho the Commons 
were 1n the taulrt. 


On TV ESD AT the zoth of November, the Tryal 
of Willzam Viſcount Stafford was began, which laſted 
ill the 77h of December, of which I ſhall take no No- 
ice, 1t being printed by it Selt. During all which time 
there was nothing material done by the Houſe of Com- 
mnons except that buſineſs. 

Wedneſday the 8th, and Thurſday the Ninth of Decem- 
&r, were ſpent in Reporting of Elections , and dif- 
clarging perſons out of the Cuſtody of the Serjeant, 
- Ordering others to be taken in to Supply their 

CES. | | 
| But, very remarkable was their Severzty againſt Mr. 
Sheridon and Mr. Day, who were Ordered to be taken 
nto Cuſtody, their Papers to be Searched, and that No 
xXrſon ſhould be Admitted to come to them, but ſuch 
5 ſhould have occaſion to bring them Neceffaries. 

On Friday the 1 oth of December, Captain Caſtle was 
und, and Voted guilty of offending againſt the Rights 
of the Subje&t, by ObſtruQing Petitioning to His Ma- 
kty for the Sitting of that Parliament. 

The fame day the Commons Ordered an Impeach- 
nent to be prepared againſt Sir Francis North Chiet 
Juſtice of the Court of Common-Pleas, for High Crimes 
nd Miſdemeanors, vzz. for Adviſing the Proclamation 
wainkk 7amultuous Petitions. 

Then they Vored, That the Impriſonment ©: one 
Peter Norris at Dover by the Order. of Sir Leol1ne Jen- 


kins 
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kins, was Ulegal and Arbitrary, and an Obſtruttion to the 
Evidence, for the Diſcovery: of the Horrid Popifh Plott. 
This was the buſineſs for which Sheridon and Day were 
impriſoned. | 

On Munday the 13th, A Bill for Exportation of Cloth 
and other Woollen Manufactures into Zurkey, being 
read the ſecond time, and a Debate ariſing thereupon, it 
was Ordered that it ſhould lie upon the Clerks Table. 

They Ordered alſo, That the Committee appointed to 
look into and prepare Evidence againſt the Lords in the 
Tower, do Examine the Evidence againſt all perſons con. 
cerned in the Popiſh Plot. And they were to report the 
Names of ſuch perſons, together with their Opinions 
therein, to the Houſe upon the Debate. 

And alſo that Leave ſhould be given to bring 1n a 
Bill, for Baniſhing of all Papiſts, and ſuſpe&ted Papiſts 
from the Cities of London and Weſtminſter,and XX miles 
of the ſame, with Clauſes therein for difarming of all 
Papiſts, and for Pains and Penalties againſt all ſuch P- 
pifts, or ſuſpeted + wg as ſhould Ride, Go, or bt 
Armed. And that Liſts of them ſhould be brought in 
by the Members. 

When ever any Law paſs againſt ſuſpefted Papiſts, 
great care ought to be taken to limit that Looſe term, 
er great Miſchiets will inſue. | 

On Tueſday the 14th of December, Complaint was 
made, That one Herbert Herring who had been order- 
ed to be taken into Cuftody for a Breach of Priviledge, 
did abſcond himſelf to avoid the Execution of the faid 
Order: whereupon it was 
Reſolved, That if he did not render himſelf by Satur: 
day, that Houſe would proceed againſt him by Bill in Par 
liament, for endeavouring by his abſconding to Avoid the 
Taſtice of the Houſe. | 


This 
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This was a way never to want Work, if every Fugi- 


tive Attorney or Porter that had broke the Priviledge 
of the Houſe, was to be brought in by Bill. 

Sir Robert Peyton, a Member of their Houſe, was the 
Next that fell under their diſpleaſure, being ſaid to Zave 
hd Secret Negotiation with the Duk#of VN . by the Means 
if the Earl of Peterborough, Mrs. Cellier, and Mr. Gad- 
tury , at ſuch time as they were turning the Popiſh Plot 
ou the Proteſtants, 3. e. the Pyesbyterians, it ſeems 
they are T Þ E PNoteſtants. For which he was Or- 
kred (after his defence) to be Expelled the Houſe, and 
o be brought to the Bar to receive the Cenſure of the 
Houſe upon his Knees trom the Speaker. 

Which was done with o little reſpe& to the Quality 
of the perſon ; that after the Diſſolution of the Parlia- 
nent, he ſent the Speaker a Challenge, for which he 
was Committed, having been before committed to the 
ſrjieant, for not being at hand when it ſhould have been 
irſt done, by the Speaker. So he was twice Committed 
nd Expeld too, but by what Law, the Houſe of Com 
nons proceeded, 1 know not. 

[t is the Intereſt both of the Members and of Us whom 
ley repreſent, to take care that this be not left to them; 
br here was a Member Expelled not for being a party 
bthat Conſpiracy of the Papiſts, but for having Secret 
Negotiations with the Duke of Tork at that time: and 
| this be allowed, that they may Expel for what cauſe 
lazy pleaſe, be there Law, or be there none, then have 
tie greater part of the Houſe an Abſolute and Arbitrary 
lower over the leſſer part; and if either Side do by 
cident get the Advantage of the other by a Single 


te, they may Expel them as they pleaſe: which muſt. 


\cefſarily end in Contuſion and Slavery. 


On 


* Note, here 
is no mention 
of his Maje- 
ſt1es Govern- 
menr in this 
Aſſociation, 
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On Wedneſday the 15th of December, the Houſe te. 
olved into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to Conſider 
of Ways and Means to Secure this Kingdom againſt Po. 
pery and Arbitrary Power ; and Retolved upon two 

Votes, V2. | 

Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, That this Houſe doth 
agree with the Committee, That one Means for the Suppreſ. 

fing Popery is, That a Bill be brought in to baniſh, imme- 
diately, all the Conſiderabl: Papiſts of England out of the 
Kings Dominions. 

Reſolved N. C. That this Houſe doth agree with the 
Committee, That a Bill be brought in for an Aſſociation of 
all his Majeſties Proteſtant Subje(ts, for the Safety of his 
Majeſties Perſon *, the Defence of the Proteſtant Religjnn, 
and the Preſervation of his Majeſties Proteſtant Subjelis, 
againſt all Invaſions and Oppoſitions whatſoever, and far 
preventing the Duke of Y ork or any Papiſt from Succeeding 
to the Crown. | 

And ordered a Committee to be appointed to prepare 
_ bring in a Bill purſuant to the fixſt of the faid Re- 
ſolves. 

The latter was taken up to Supply the Bill of Exclu- 
ſon which bad been thrown out by the Lords, and was 
never proſecuted any further ; for when they came to 
draw the Bill, it was found > —— ogy without 1n- 
volving us preſently in a Civil War. 

For an Aſſociation ſignifies nothing without a Head 
to govern and dire& it; if the King be made the Head, 
then we are where we were, and it is to no purpoſe; | 
another perſon be made So, then there is two diſtin@ 
Governments in the ſame Kingdom, which can neve 
ſtand together a Month without imbroyling themſelves 
and the People. This the ZZoly League of France proved 


Experimentally true ; and the ſame Event will alwa)s 
follow. | | Beſides 
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Beſides, there was no reaſon to Expe& that either his 
Majeſty or the Houſe of Lords would yield to this way 
of Excluſion, which was worſe than the former ; Tho 
if that had paſſed, it would have ſignified nothing with- 
out an Aſſociation or a Standing Army, as the Author 
of the Seaſonable Addreſs to both Flouſes of Parliament 
hath well proved. 

This day alſo His Majeſty made a Speech to both the 
Houles, which I will inſert when I come to the Anſwer 
of the Commons to it. 


On Thurſday the 16th of December, A Petition of 


Divers Inhabitants in the County of Surry, Complain= 
ing of the proceedings in an Eccleſiaſtical Court againſt 
them, being read, it was referred to a Committee to 
bring in a Bill or Bills for Regulating the proceedings 
of ſuch Courts. 

A Petition of Joſhua Brook and other Merchants 
againſt the African Company was alſo read, and reterred 
to a Committee. 

Mr. Booth reporting from the Committee to whom 
the Bill for the better Regulating the Tryals of the 
Peers of England was committed, An Amendment to be 
made, and a Clauſe to be Added, and thereupon a Mo- 
tion being made to bring in a Clauſe for Repeal of the 
Laws de Scandalis Magnatum, It was Ordered, That a 
Committee ſhould be appointed immediately to with- 
draw and prepare ſuch a Clauſe ; Which was done, and 
paſſed the ſame day. | 

If the Peers had paſſed this Clauſe, they had reduced 
themſelves into the Condition of the Gentry and Com- 
moners, and a man might have called the greateſt Lord 
in England, Knave, more Safely perhaps than his Tay- 


lor ; . but if they did not, then that Excellent Bill was ” 
5M | 
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be loſt to which they had tacked this Claut ; which 


was quite of another Nature. 

And it ought to be Conſidered alſo, That the Lords 
were Soon Voted down by the Commons once betore, 
when by Separating themſelves from the Crown, they 
had loſt their Support ; and they may be ſure the ſame 
thing will follow again, when ever the Commons ſhall 
prevail ſo ſar upon them, as to bring the Peerage into 
as Low a Condition as the Gentry, their Priviledges 
heing, to ſpeak the truth, too little already to ſupporr 
and maintain their Dignity and Honour : but of this 1 
need fay no more. 

'The Bill for Uniting his Majeſties Proteſtant Subjeas 
to the Church of England, was read the firſt time, and 
ordered to be read again the Munday following after 
Ten of the Clock 1n a full Houſe, | 

Another Bill for Exempting his Majeſties Proteſtant 
Subjets diſſenting from the Church of Fxg/and, from 
the penalties of the Laws againſt Popiſh Recuſants, was 


read the firſt time, and ordered to be read at the ſame 
time with the former again. 


Friday Decemb. 17th. 

Captain Caſtle petitioning to be diſcharged, was Cen» 
ſured on his Knees at the Bar of the Houſe ; and diſmil- 
ſed, paying his Fees. 

A Petition of one Richard Haines, defiring Leave 
that a Bill ſhould be brought in for reſtraining Ua- 
graitts, and promoting the Woollen ManufaQtures, was 
_ and committed to a Committee to prepare the ſaid 

il. 

Leave alſo was given to bring in a Bill for the more 
eaſy Collefing of the Hearth-Mpney. © '- - 

The Additional 4 C7 for Burving in-Woollen was 
read and paſſed, and ſent up by Sir George Downing to 
the Lords for their Concurrence. A. 
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A Bill for Continuance of two 44s, The one Enti- - 
tuled, An Ad for preventing the planting of Tobacco in 
England, aud Regulating the Plantation Trade. "The 
Other, An A for Exporting Beer, Ale and Mum, was 
read a ſecond time and committed, 

Then the Houſe agreed the Articles of Impeachment 


againſt Edward Seymour Eſq; a Member of their Houſe, 
and Ordered him to be taken into Cuſtody of the Ser- 
jeant, till he ſhould give Sufficient -Security to their 
Houſe to anſwer the ſaid Impeachment : and the Ser- 
jeant at Arms was Ordered to take the ſaid Security. 

The BiH for reſtraining Papi/ts from coming or reſi- 
ding within the Cities of London or Weſtminſter,&'c. was 
read the ſecond time, and committed. 

Then the Houſe reſolved into a Committee of the 
whole Houſe, and paſſed theſe three Reſolves. 

1. That a Bill be brought in for the more effeflual Se- 
curing of the Meeting and Sitting of Frequent Parliaments, 
as one means to prevent Arbitrary Power. 

2. That a Bill be brought in that the Judges hereafter 
to be made and Appointed, may hold their Places and $a- 
Laries quam diu fe bene geſlerint ; and alſo to prevent 
the Arbitrary Proceedings of the Judges. 

J- That a Bill be brought in againſt Illegal Fxaftion of 
Money upon the People, and to make it High Treaſon. 

And a Committee was appointed to bring in a Bill or 
Bills purſuant to the ſaid Refolves. 

It may appear from hence, great care was taken to 
put the Monarchy out of a poſlibility of. Arbitrary 
Power; but what then; 1s it impoſsible that there 
ſhould be any Such Thing as Arbitrary power Exerciſed 
by any but a Monarch ? Is not a Common-Wealth or a 
Houſe of Commons as capable of Arbitrary power, as a 
King 2 Were the Proceedings of the Long Rebel- Parlia- 
bs P 2 meat 
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ment Arbitrary or No? Were not Some of the Actions of 
this very Houſe of Commons Arbitrary ?I dare Say thoſe 
that ſuftered by them thought them fo, and the reſt will 
be of the ſame mind if ever it comes to be their Turns 
to be ſo treated, which they are not ſure but at one 
time or other may happen. At leaſt I am ſure the pul. 
ling down the Monarchy did Oxce before bring in Arbt- 
trary power with a Yexgeance; and thoſe that had cla- 
moured againſt it (as they do now) when there was no 
cauſe for it, durſt not mutter a Sillable when there 
was: andif they did really believe there were any dan- 
ger of it Now, we ſhould hear much lefs than we do of 
IT. 


On Saturday the 18th of December, 

The Bill for taking away the Court holden before the . 

Preſident and Council in the Marches of Wales, was read 
the third time, and paſſed, and ſent up to the Lords. 

The reſt of this day was ſpent in returning an Anſwer 
to his Majeſties Speech. _ 

On Munday following, a Bill to prohibit the Tmpor- 
tation of Foreign Guns, was read the firſt time, and Or- 
dered a ſecond reading, ; 

And Mr. Aulnutt and Mr. Herbert were Ordered to 
be diſcharged, being firſt Cenſured on their Knees, and 
paying their Fees. | 

And that Sir John Lloyd Mayor, and Wiliam Jackſon 
and William Clutterbuck late Sherifts of Brifo/, be {cnt 
for into Cuſtody. - 

On Tueſday the 21 of December, The Bill for Uniting 
his Majeſtzes Proteſtant Subjetts to the Church of England, 
was read the ſecond.time, and committed upon the De- 
bate of the Houſe. 

And it was Ordered, That Leave be given to bring in 
2, Bill or Bills for /»/peiling and Correiting Finale 

and 


(57) 
aud Non-Refidences relating to Eccleſiaſtical: Bemefices. 
The ſame day they delivered their Anſwer to his Ma- 


jeſties late Speech on Wede/day the 15th of December ; 


which [ will here infert ©:cording to my promiſe. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
T the Opening of this Parliament, T did ac- 


Spain and Holland, as the beſt Meaſures 
that could be taken for the Safet of England 'and the 
Repoſe of Chriſtendom. 

But I told you withall, That if Our Friend{hip 
forgive Unſafe to truſt to, it would not be wondred at, 
if Our Neighbours ſhould begin to take new Reſolu- 
tions, and þ perhaps ſuch as might be fatal to Ws. 

ImuR tell you, That Our Allies cannot but ſee how 


little hath been done ſince this Meeting, to Encourage: 


ther Dependance upon Us ; and Tfind by them, That 
Un'eſs We can be So United at home, as to make Our 
Alliance valuable to them, it will not be poſsible to 
Hinder them from Seeking ſome other Refuge, and 
making Such New Friendſhips, 4s will not be Con- 
fiſtent _ Our Safety. Confer, that a Neglect: 
of this Opportunity is Never to be repaired. 

T did likewiſe lay the Matter plainly before You, 
touching the Eſtate and Condition of Tangier, I mut 
Now tell you again, That if that Place be thought 
worth the e Keeping; you muſt take ſuch Conſi deration 


of 


quaint you with the Alliances I bad made with 
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of it, that it may be ſpeedily Supply'd , it being ime 
poſsible for Me to Preſerve it at an Expence ſo far 
above My Power. | 

Tdid promiſe you the fulleſt Satisfafion your Hearts 
could wiſh, for the Security of the Proteſtant Reli- 
g10N, and to Concur with you in any Remedies, Which 
might conſiſt with Preſerving the Succeſſion of the 
Crown in its Due and Legal Courſe of Deſcent : and 


T do again with the ſame Reſervations, renew the 
ſame Promiſes to You. 


And being thus ready on My part to do all that can 
reaſonably be Expefted from Me, T ſhould be glad to 
Know from You, as Soon as may be, how far 1 ſhall 


be Aſviſted by You, and what it is you defire from 


Me. 


— _— m—_g_— - P 


The Anſwer to this Speech was as followeth. 


May it pleaſe Your Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


TE Tour Majeſties Moſt Dutiful and Loyal Sub- 

jeds the Commons in this preſent Parliament 4j- 

ſembled, have taken into our Serious Conſideration, Tour 

Majcfties Gracious Speech to both your Houſes of Parlia- 

ment on the 15th of this Inſtant December, and do with 

all the grateful Senſe of Faithful Subjefts, and Sincere 

* Of what * Proteſtants, acknowledge Tour Majeſties So great Good- 
Sort? neſs to us, in renewing the Aſſurances Tou have been pleaſed 
to give us of your readineſs to Concur with us in any Means 

for the Security of the Proteſtant Religion, and your Gra- 

cious 


CHF 

rious Tavitation of us to make orr Defires Known to Tour 
—_— Ko 

But with grief of Heart we cannot But obſerve, that 
to theſe Princely Offers, Ty our Majeſty hath been Adviſed, 
(by what Secret Enemies to Tour ; 

ajefty and yoar People, we Know * h- is probable His Majeſtics 
wt) to Auncx a Reſervation, which - ds 1n this denyal , pro- 
if infifted on , in" the inftance aw 5 Bodeax! oy Fin P —_— 
which alone it is Applicable , will FCtAn, TO Ms 


wil; Royal Brother 
render all your Majeſties other Gra- h& $9 for —__ * _ owe 


rious Inclinations of no effect or ad- Know to the contrary. 

vantage to us. Tour Majeſty is plea- 

ſed thus to limit your Promiſe of Coneurrence in the Reme. 

dies which ſhall be propoſed, that they may Confift with 

preſerving the Succeſſion of the Crown in its Due and Le- * For the 
gal Deſcent. And we do Flumbly Inform your Maje /y, Preſent 3 | 
That No Interruption of that Deſcent * has been cadeq- _ if this 
wared by us, Except onely the Deſcent upon the. Perſon of e granted: 


the Duke of York, tho by the wicked Inſtruments of the pon Bagg 


Church of Rome has been manifeftly perverted to their when it 
Religion. And we do Flumbly repreſent to Tour My e/ty, may ? 

| ho he | JUHY, 
& the Iſſue of our moſt deliberate 
Thoughts and Conſultations ®, That * The contrary of which is be... 
fir the Papifts to have thzir Fop:s Nieved true, not onely by the 
Continued, That a Prince of that Re- mou of Lords; but by almoſt 
gion ſhall Succeed in the Throne of al tne Gentry and better Part 


B Ri 26. ppAbS' 3 of the Natian, wha have 
theſe Kingdoms , is ©1eerly' hr:on- | Title veſides thar 7 535 


Itent with the Safety of Tour Mije- ' as Large”, viz. By Law Eſtabliſh- 

ties Perfon, the preſervation of the ed, which hy gc en _— th * 

Proteſtant Reljgion, and the Proper- own... 

ty, Peace and Welfare of your Pro- 

teflant Subjefts. * ED 
That your Majeſties Sacred Fife ts 1u Cantinual Daw 

ter wnder the Proſpet of a Popifh Succeſſor, is evident, 


nos- 
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wot onely from the Principles of thoſe devoted to the 

Church of Rome, which allow that an Heretical Prince 

(and ſuch they term all Proteſtant Princes) Excommunica- 

ted and depoſed by the Pope, may be 

The ſame Principles varied in Deſtroyed and Murther d ; Lut al 
but one circumſtance, are owned from the Teſtimonies given in the 
by the Diſſenters and Common- proſecution of the Horrid Popiſh Plot 


Wealth Party, who are ſet up b : I: | 
the mar" babe much as be againſt divers Tr aytors Attainted 


iſts are defeated, which ought fr deſigning to put thoſe accurſed 
fo be conſidered at the ſame time. Principles into praftice againſt Tour 


Majeſty. Þ 

From the Expedlation of this Succeſſion, has the Num. 

ber of Papiſts in Tour Majeſties Dominions ſo much en. 

- creaſed within theſe few Tears, and ſo many been prevailed 

with to deſert the true Proteſtant Religion , that they 

might be prepared. for the Favours 

The ſame inconveniences have of a Popiſh Prince as ſoon as he ſhould 

ariſen from the Expectation of come to the poſſeſsion- of the Crown : 

rextonggy Common-Weatth & Pres- 1 while the ſame Expedtation laſts, 

3a many more.will. be in the ſame dan- 
ger of being perverted, 

This is that hath hardned the Papiſts of this Kingdom, 

Animated and Confederated by their Prieſts aod Feſuits, 

to make a Common Purſe, Provide Arms, Make Applica- 

tion to Foreign Princes, and Solicit their Aid, for impo- 

fins Popery upon us ; aud all this even during Tour Maje- 

fties Reign, and whileſt Tour Majefties Government aud 

the Laws were our Protection. | 

It is Tour Majeſties Glory and 

It is mpoſſible for his Majeſty to 7rue Intereſt to be the Head and 

ry this Glory, but by pre- Prozeftor of all Proteſtants, as well 


erving his Kingly Dignity and ; ; 
Power, which is the foundation Abroad as at Home: but if theſ: 


of the other ; and the Attempts 


Hopes remain, what Alliances can be 
made for the Advantage of the Pri- 
| | | teſtant 


m_s<x CGWMkm. Lon Ran wc. 
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teftant Religion and Intereſt, which 
ſhall give Confidence to Jour Majeſties 
Allies, to joyn ſo vigoroully with 
your Majeſty, as the State of that 
Intereſt in the World now requires, 
while/t they ſee this Proteſtant King- 
dome in ſo much” danger «f- a Popſh 
Succeſſor, by whom at the preſent all 


ofthe Common-wealth Party and 
the Diſſenters, hath more dif- 


couraged his Majeſties Allics' 


abroad, and his true Loyal Sub- 
jects at home, Then either the 
Number of Popiſh Converts, the 


Plat, or the Fears or Hopes of _ 


a'Popiſh Succeſſor: - 


th:ir Councils and Aitions may be Eluded, as hitherto 
they kave been, and by whom (if he ſhould Succeed) they 


are Sure to bz deſtroyed. 


WE have thus humbly layd before your Majeſty, ſome 
of thoſe great Dangers and Miſchiefs which evidently ac- 
company the Expettation of a Popilh Succeſſor. The Certain 


and Unjpeakable Evils which will come upon Tour Majeſties |; 


Prit-ftant Subjedts and their Poſterity, if ſuch aPrince 


ratc. 

Our. Religion which is now ſo dan- 
gerouly ſhaken will then be totally 
Overthrown ; Nothing 
or can be found to protett or defend 
it, | 

The Execution of all Old Laws muſt 
ceaſe, and it will be in vain to Ex- 
pelt New Ones. The moſt Sacred 
Obligations of Contratts aud Promiſes 


. 


will be left, 


ſhould Inherit, are more alſo than we can well enume-- 


No, may not the Proyidence of 
God, and the Number and Con- 
ſtancy of -its Profeſſors - defend 
and preſerve the beſt Religion 
in the Wotld during the Reign 
of one Popiſh Prince, when Po- 
pery hath preſerved it Self under 
Four Princes together of our Re- 
ligion ? | 


. 


(if any ſhould be given) that /hall be judged to be againſt 


the Intereſt of the Romiſh © Religion, 
*will be violated, as is undeniable, 


nt only rom A ew and E XxPe- . 


rience elſewhere, but from the Sad 
Experience this Nation once had on 


the like occaſion. 
Q 


* This Violation is not - neceſ- 
{ary, no nor probable, conſider- 
ing -the' vaſt diſproportion- be- 
twixt the Papiſtsand Proteſtants. 


Ts 


__ 

| In the Reign of ſuch a Prince the Pope will be acknow. 
bs Leng ledged Sapream, (though the Subjetts have Sworn the cox. 
acknow= 774ry) and all Cauſes either as Spiritual, or in order to 
ledged as Spiritual things, will be brought under his Furiſdittion. 
the King TP bY 

now is Sypream in all Cauſes, 'as well Temporal as Ecclefiaſtical ? Can 
" any man that will ſtick ts his /Qath, be forced to acknowledg this New 
minted Papal Supremacy, which never had any being but onely ta St. Pe. 


ters Patrimony, where the 2 is a Temporal Prince ? Mult all Caſs 


forthwith be drawn under bis Juriſdiftion ? Then Wo be to Weſt minſter. 
Hall. 


Had the | The Lives, Liberties,and Eſtates of all ſuch Proteſtants, 
Houſe any a value their Souls and their 'Religton more than their 
Prophets _ Secular Concernments, will be Adjudged forfeited. 
amongſt | F: | 

them to fore-ſee. this ? If a Proteſtant Prince ſhould have a mind to play 


ſuch a Freake, it would not be poſlible to effect it z whence then ſhall the 
Popiſh one get ſo much more Power ? 


 Toall this we might Add; That it appears in the Di/. 
Who invi- covery of the Plot, That Foreiga Princes were Invited to 


ror tan p Aﬀiiſt in Securing the Crown to the Dake of York ; with 


AS Arguments from his great Zeal to effebliſh Popery, and 
Who uſeq 79 Extirpate Proteſtants (whom they call Hereticts) out 
theſe Argu. of #75 Dominions ; and Such will expect performance Ac- 
ments ? cordinly. 

From whom E 

is the performance to be Expected ? In all the Difcovery, I never ſee the 
Duke Himſelf C to have Done or Said any of theſe things ; and it 
Coleman and the Jeſuits have Freated about them in his Name, but with- 
out his Oxder, from them onely the performance is to be Expected, who 
have 0, aged, but if the Duke had promiſed theſe things himſelf, the 
impoſlibility of the thing will Excuſe him Sufficiently from the obligation 
of {a wicked and fooliſh an Engagetnent © ©. 


We 
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We further humbly beſeech Tour Majeſty in your Great 
Wiſdom to Confider, Whether in Caſe the Imperial Crown Ic 1s not 
of this Proteſtant Kingdom, ſhould deſcend to the” Duke likely bat 


of York; the oppoſition which may poſsibly be made to hig that his Ma- 


poſſeſsing it, may not oxely Endanger the further deſcent in Mk = 
the Royal Line, But even Mongrchy it ſelf. -  befoxe this 

_  Aagreſoiad 
a being ; and they ſhould do well to Conſider, That the Nature and Tem- 
per of rhe Exgliſh Nation is Such,as Experience ſhewed us 4p the late Times, 
That an abſolute Monarchy may be much more Eafily Set yp and Conti- 
nued amongſt us, than a Common-Wealth ; and therefore it is as poſlible 
that in caſe of Such an Oppoſition, the Duke may prevail and become Ah- 
ſolute if he pleaſe, as that ke ſhould be Oyercome ; and it is mych mare 
probable that this Royal Line will finally prevail, if he do not, and obtaip 
the Succeſſion, then that an Oliver Cromwell will be able to Settle it. in a 
New Family, whom all will Hate and Envy. And it ought alſo £0 be 
Conſidered, Fraxce may Strike in and Settle The Monarchy, Duke, Popery 
and Arbitrary Government, in caſe of oppaſition, which is.nat likely, with- 
out it : Or it May be may endeavour to get the Crown for himſlf or his 


Brother. However, Rebellion and Civil'War are as deficuctive as:Popery, 
and therefore Never to be choſen. | 


For theſe Reaſons we are moFt humble Petitioners to Tour (og 
moſt ſacred Majety ; That in Tender Commiſeration of your qQ@coy. 
Poor Proteſtant People,Jour Majefty wit! be Gracioallyplea- fon ſhew 
ſed to depart fromthe Reſervation in.your [aid Speech+; and his Majeſty 
wken a Bill ſhall be tendered to Tour Majeſty in a Parliae had much 
mentary way, to Diſable the Duke of Y ork from Tnberit- btter Rea- 
ing the Crown, Tour Majeſty will grve- your Royal Ajſent. ee XSi” 
thereto; and as Neceſſary to 'fortify ang-defentbthe ſane, mifera on? 
That Tour Majeſty will ligewiſe be Gratioully oplepſed 47,5 his Poor 
Aſſent to an ACT, whereby Tour Majefies "Proteſtant Proteſtant = 

| | p'; SPI OO -  Snbjects, to 
deny their Petition andiſtick .to-the Reſeryation, tho I. believe he.may 
grant their Bill when It,be tender?d in a ll enfaty Way. - But eſt 
the Aſeierion, ſuppoſe His Majeſty all Yeſire tg be Excuſtd 35 lopg a 


EY Subjects 
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Subjeits may be enabled to Aſſociate themſelves for the 
defence of Tour Majefties Perſon, the Proteſtant Religzon, 
and the Security of Tour Kingdoms. 


ever hes 
able'to re- 
member 
how the | 
Aﬀociated Counties and Londen defended His Fathers Perfon, and the Pro- 
teſtant Religion and Kingdom, and how difficult it will be to give him 
Competent Security, That this Aſſociation againſt his Royal Brother, ſhall 
not be turned at one time or other, upon one pretence or other againſt him- 
ſelf,or his Government,(of which no care it ſeems is to be taken )Efpecially 
after Such a Menace to the Monarchy : which I belteve may be Immortal, 
if it remains till ſuch an ACt of Parhament pals. 


: Theſe Requeſts we are Conflrained Humbly ts make to 
That: 1s, + Thur Majeſty as of abſolute Neceſsity for the Safe ard 
Ds hat Peaceable enjoyment of Our Religion. 

ara ag theſe things the Alliances of England w1/ not 


ane | 
Flanders, be Valuable, nor the People encouraged to Contribute t1 


the Peace Tour Majeſt ies Service. 
of Chriſten- | 
dome and the Power of France, till Your Majeſty gra 
refolved to concern our ſelves for Nothing. 


nt us theſe; we are 
And when his Majeſty hath 
granted them, and what. follows, he need as little concern himſelf for the 
zemalnder. 


And as ſome further Means for the preſervation bith 
of our Religion and PROPERTY, we are Fumble 
Suiters to Tour Majeſty, That from 


Theſe two Paragraphs {mell ſo 


ſtrong of the 19 Propoſitions at 
Uxbridge, that I wonder more at 
them then alt the reſt of this Ad- 
dreſs; for tho they do- not_in 
terms ask.the Ncmination of all 
thefe Civil, Military and Naval 
Officers, yet that, muſt. be. the 
Canſequence of it, for. if His 
Majcſty be Judge of | 

Yes of the Men which 


he in- 


henceforth ſuch Perſons only may be 
Judges within the Kingdom of Eng- 
land: and Dominion of Wales, as are 
men of Ability, Integrity and Knows 
Aﬀettion to the Proteſtant Rehigion, 
and that they may hold their Offices 
and Salaries quam diu fe bene gel- 
ferint.” That ( ſeveral Deputy Lieu- 
tenants, and Juſtices ff the wp 

- my 
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fitly qualified for thoſe Imployments, 
having been of late diſplaced, and P 


others put in their room, Who are 
MEN' of Arbitrary Principles,and 
Countenancers of Papiſts and Po- 
pery) Such onely may bear the Office 
of a Lord-Licutenant as are perſons 
of Integrity and Known Aﬀettion to 


the Proteſtant Religion ; That De- | 


puty-Lieutenants and Juſtices 4 the 
Peace may be alſo So qualified, and 


may be moreover Men of Ability, of 


plgyes, he may ſay they are 2t 
reſent all of them ſo qualified 
as they deſire, and then there -is 
no Need of this . Addreſs in that 
particular : or if on ſuch gene- 
ral terms they may be allowed 
to have theſe Changed, and His 


Majeſty ſhall conſent to it, they 


may Except 1n the ſame manner 
againſt any other men his Ma- 
}:{ty ſhall appoint, ad infinitum, 
till his Majeſty ſhall Nominate 
themſelves; or ſuch men as they 


ſhall pleaſe to Nominate and Ap- 


Eſtates and Intereſt in their Coun- point : and they that ſhall be fo 


try. | Nominated ' by the Commons,. 


That none may be imployed as will without doubr pay their re- 
Military Officers, or Officers in Tour $a _ 190k Ts — 
Majeſties Fleet, but Men of Anown rom wanom tney recelve tnelr 


; «pg preferment : and all others that 
rea __- ap * and Aﬀettion to hope to ſucceed them that are So 
Ple FYofejrant Re17z00, 


appointed at firſt ; will regard 
the profit ariſing from ſuch pre- 
ferments, more than the glittering ſplendor of a Crown ; and fo his Ma- 
jeſty being deprived of the dependance, and Conſequently of the defence 
of theſe Officers, ſhall be Expoſed Naked and Friendleſs to the Fury. of 
thoſe Reipublicans that Murthered his Royal Father, and the Religion by 
Law Eſtzbliſhed, to the Mercy of-thoſe that have Swora the Ruine of it : 
And finally, the Prop-rty and Liberty of the Subject ſhall be..Expoſed -to 
thoſe men who have given the World too good an Acconntalready. what 
Truſty Guardians of them they are; ever to be truſted with. them again, 
till the Memory of: the late, Times ſhall periſh not onely as t9 the Memo- 
ries of Men, but Books and Recards. Bur yct-aftcr all this; >the. branding 
thoſe Gentlemen that were brought in (withour the Leaft, Execption) to 
Supply the placeF of thoſe that were turned ont of the Commiſion of- the 
Peace and Lieutenancy, with. the odious Titles of Men of Arbitrary P2ins 
tiples, and Favourers of Papiſts and Popery, is in my. poor- jJucgment 
Much worſe ;, and as it was impoſſible the Major part. of the Hoſe ihonld 


think. o of.chew. all, fo l an fully perſvaded. it. Paſſion had got had too » 


OVreat 
4 
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great a dominion over them, they would Never have vented ſo Crude an 
Aſlertion in So Auguſt a place, in So Serious a Manner, to his Majeſty and 
the whole World ; they may be pleaſed to think of this again Now the hear 
perhaps is over : for as they have worded it,iit can never be maintained ; it 


being 


impoſlible to be known or proved,nor is any favourable Conſtruftion 


to be allowed to an Expreſlion and Declaration ſo publickly and Celiberate- 
ly made by ſo many men, in ſo publick a Truſt, 


Theſe our Elumble Requeſts being obtained, we ſhall os 
our parts be ready to- Aſsifl Tour Majeſty for the preſera. 
tion of Tangier, and for putting your Majeſties Fleet into 
Such a Condition as it may preſerve your Majeſties Sove- 
raignty of the Seas, and be for the Defence of the Na- 


10h. 


If Tour Majeſty hath or ſhall make any Alliances f\r 
Defence of the Proteſtant Religion, and Intereſt and Secu- 
rity of this Kingdom, this Houſe will te ready to Aſif 
and Stand by your Majeſty in the Support of the ſame. 


AFTER this our Humble Anſwer to Tour Majeſties 


Doubtleſs afcer all this fine Lan- 
guage and ſtrong Reaſon, if any 
* Evil Inſlrument, any man of Ar- 
© bitrary Principles, or favourer 
of Papiſts or Popery, or finally if 
his Majeſty or any Conſiderable 

art.of the Nation, ſhould thro 
Fatriane infirmity happen to Su- 
ſpect either your Prudence in 
delaying the Care of theſe Great 
Things to fo long a day,or your 
Loyalty in making theſe demands 


of your Natural Soveraign ; or 


your Charity and 'Candor in be- 
ſtowing Commendations on:your 
fellow Subjects his Majeſties Of- 


Graczous Speech , we hope no Fvil 
inſtruments whatſoever fat be able 
to leſſen your Majefties Eſteem of 
that Fidelity and Aﬀetion we bear 
to Tour Majeſties Service ; but that 
Tour Majeſty will always tetain in 


your Royal Breaſt that Favourable 


Opinion 'of Vs your Loyal Commons, 
that thoſe other good Bills which we 
have now under Conſideration, .Con« 
ducing to the great Ends we have 
before Mentioned,..as alſo all Laws 


for the Benefit and Comfort of Tour 


People; which fball from time to-time 
be tendred for Tour Majeſties Royal 
Aſſent 
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Aﬀent , ſhall find acceptance with ficers at the rate you haye done - 

Tour Majeſty. | 1 fay, if any uct misfortune 
; ; ſhould happen; you are nor to 

Wonder much at it,for great Merits an1 great Virtres,great Attempts and 

Heroick Undertakings are Seldom well received at preſent, but Poſterir 

will Admire and Applaud them 'according to their Deſerts. b 


I will here inſert thoſe Reaſons I mentioned above 
againſt the Bill of Exchuſfton, which were dclivered in 
tie Houfe of Commons the Fourth day of November 
before this Addreſs , by a Great Perſon, a Member of 
that Houſe, Sir Z. F. by which letters I underftar.d 
Sir Leoline Fenkins , one of the Principal Secretaries of 
State. 
' © Sir, I have ſpent much of my time in ſtadying 
* the Laws of this Land, and I pretend to know ſome- 
*rhing of the Law of Foreign Countries, as Well as 
* of our own ; and [I have upon this occaſton well con- 
* ſidered of them, but cannot find how we can Juſtific 
* the paſſing of this Bill, rather much againſt it. 

&« Firſt, 1 think it contrary to Natural Juſtice, that 
* We ſhould proceed tv Condemnation not only beſore 
* Conviction, but before we have heard the Party, or 
* Examined any Witneſs atout him, I am ſure none in- 
* his defence, And to do this, by making a New Law 
* of purpoſe, when you have Old Laws in being that 
©* have appolnted a Puniſhment to his Crime, I humbly 
 ® conceive is very Scyere, and contrary to. the uſual 
* Proccedings of this Houſe, and the Birth-Righr of 
* every Engliſh. man. | ENS 

* Secondly, I think it 1s Contrary to the Principles- 
« of Oar Religion, that we ſhould diſpoſſeſs a man of 
© his Birth-Right, becauſe he differs (from us) in point of 
* Faith, For it is not agreed by all, that. Dominion is 

| © founded. 
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* founded 1n Grace. For my part, I think there is more 
«* of Popery in this Bill, - than there can poſſibly be in 
* the Nation without it ; for none tut Papsfts and 
** Fifth-Monarchy-men d.d ever go atout to diſ-inherit 
© men for their Religion. 

* Thirdly, Tam ot opinion that the Kings of England 
*© have their Right trom God alone, and that no Power 
** on Earth can deprive them of ir. And I hope this 
** Houſe will not attempt to do any thing, which is fo 
'* preciſely contrary not only to the Law of Ged, but 
* the Law of the Land too. For if this Bill ſhould paſs, 
<« it would Change the Efſence of the Monarchy, and 
«* Make the Crown Elefive. For by the ſame reaſon 
* that this Parliament may diſ-inherit this Prince for 
* his Religion ; other Parliaments may diſ-inherit an- 
«* other, upon ſome other pretence which they may 
« Suggeſt, and ſo Conſequently by ſuch Exeluſions ele 
«* whom they pleaſe. 

* Fourthly, It is againſt the Oath of Allegiance,taken 


« 1nits own ſenſe, without Jeſuitical Evaſions: For by k 
** binding all perſons to the King, his Heirs and Succel- ; 
* ſors, the Duke as Preſamptive. Heir muſt be under- r 
* ſtood. And I am of opimon that it cannot be diſpen- f 
* ſed withal. Sr, I will be very cautious how I diſpute ( 


6 the Power of Parliaments. I know the Legiſlative is 
* very great, and it'ought to be ſo: But yet Iamof MY ;, 
* opinion, That Parliaments cannot dif-inherit the Heir I 
* of the Crown, and that if ſuch an ACT ſhould paſs, 
* it would be invalid in it ſelf. And therefore I hope it 
* will not ſeem ſtrange, that I ſhould offer my Judgment I 
* againſt this Bill, while it is in Debaze, in which 1 think { 
1 do that which is my Duty as a Member of this I +: 
* Houle. ; , x 

* Henry the Fourth of France was a Proteſtant, his I ;; 

Ges EE 
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«* People moſt Papiſts, who uſed ſome endeavours, to 
« prevent his coming to the Crown; but when they 
* tound they were not likely to perfe&t their deſign 
& without occaſionivg a Civil War, they deſiſted, con- 
* cluding, that a Civil War wonld probably bring on 
* them more miſery than a King of a different Religion, 
* and therefore Submitted. Sr, I hope we fhall not 
* permit our Paſſions to Guide us inſtead of Reaſon, &:. 
Thus far that Great Perſon. 

To theſe Reaſons if we pleaſe to add this other, That 
it is ſo far from preventing our Calamities, that it will 
Aſcertain them at his Majeſties Death with the Addi- 
tion of a Civil War, and in all likelyhood bring that 
upon us before that time ; for ſo ſoon as ever the Bill 
pals, the Duke will have a Right to make a War upon 
England even in his Majeſty's Life-time ; -and what may 
be the event of that, God onely Knows. However, to 
prevent Surprize, there muſt be 4 Standing Army or an 
Aſſociation Kept up as long as the Duke Lives ; and 
what the Conlequences of rhem are, may be foreſeen 
without difficulty ; the firſt Ruining the Liberties of 
the People, and the Second Endangering the Preroga- 
tives of the Crown; and both of them in the divided 
Condition England now 1s, in point of Religion, tend- 
ing to raiſe ſuch Fears and Jealouſtes, as will be almoſt 
1s Uncaſie and as Unſafe as a Popiſh Succeflor; and all 
this brought upon us immediately ; whereas the othet 
isfature and Contingent. $6] es Beg 2 

On Thurſday the '23® of December, _ 
' The Commotis Ordered, That the Thanks of the Flouſe 
ſhoufd be given to Dr. Burnett for his Sermon Preached 
the day betore, and likewiſe for his Book relating to the 
Hiſtory of the Reformation of the Chutch of } 1glautl; 
and that -lte be deſired to mo his faid Sermon,” And 
| | on 


- 
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on Thurſday the 5th of January following, they Voted 
that he ſhould be deſired to proceed with and Compleat 
that good Work by him begun, in Writing the [Hiſtory of 
the Reformation of the Church of England. 

They Ordered, That Leave ſhould be given to bring 
in a Bill or Bills to Corref and Puniſh Atheiſme, Blaſphe. 


my, Swearing and Debauchery, and for the better Obſer. | 


vation of the Lords Day. 

Theſe and ſeveral other Crimes have grown and pre- 
vailed upon this Nation for want of a Church Diſcipline, 
and by reaſon of the Diviſions amongſt us in Points of 
Religion ; and till theſe things be taken care of, all Laws 
againſt them will ſignifie Nothing. Yet it might de- 
liver the Government from the guilt of them, and there- 
fore it 1s heartily to be wiſhed, that Care may be taken 
to perſeCt this good Deſign ; and when further Care is 
taken of the Lords Day, ſome care would be taken of 
the other Feaſts and Faſts by Law Eſtabliſhed in the 

Church of England. | 

This day alſo the Lords returned the Additional 45 
for Burying in Woollen, paſſed without Amendment. 

. And by another Meſlige Certified to the Commons, 
That at their Riſing they would Adjonrn to the Next Mun: 
day Seven-night after. 

And by another Meſſage they ſent down Mr. S:y- 


mour's Anſwer to the Articles of Impeacament. aga.nſt | 


him. 
The fame day the Commons alſo paſſed a Vote of an 
Extraordinary Nature, which was as follow«th. 
Reſokved, That it is the Opinien of this Houſe, That 
Mr. Joſeph Brown oaght to l. reſtored to all the Offices 
and Places. which were taken from him , by occaſion of 4 
Judgment given againſt him in the Court of Kings- Bench 
in Trinity Term 29 Caroli Secundi, «pon ar AE” 
: 


- | "I Ss ww Dot © —_— nm FIRES” ay 
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for publiſhing an Unlicenſed Book, called, The Long Par- 
larnent Diſſolved. 

Thele Sorts of Writers were Now to be encouraged 
what might be, but what Benefit Brown had by this 
Vote, 1 never keard. . 

But the Next day being the 24th of December, they 
took occaſion to Chaſtile one Richard Thompſon Clerk, 
very Severely ; for he having been Complained of by 
ſome of the Diſſenters who were Now the White Boys, 
and the Sober Loyal Proteſtants; and it having been 
remittcd to a Committee to enquire into his Miſdemea- i 
nors, the Houſe upon the return of the Commit7ee,paſled | Vi 
theſe Votes. Fr 

Reſolvzd”* N. C. That Richard Thompſon Clerk, has "i; 

 pullickly defamed His Sacred Majefty, Preached Sedi- itt 
tion, Vilified the Reformation, Promoted Popery by Aſ- _ 
ſerting Popiſh Principles, Decrying the Popiſh Plot, and it 
my the ſame _ the Proteſtants, aud endeavoured | : 
to Subvert the Liberty and Property of the Subjeft, and 
the Rights and Priviledges of the Parliament ; and that 
he is a Scandal and Reproach to his Funttion, | 

Reſolved, That he be Impeached, and a Committee ap- 
pointed to prepare the ſaid Impeachment, and that the Re- ij 
port and the Reſolution of the Flouſe thereupon be forthwith i ' 

 Pranted. | li 

This Thompſon was accuſed for ſeveral Expreſſions . 

both in Preaching and Difcourſe : But they moſily fixed 
upon a Sermon Preached the 30th of January, 1679. See the Prin- q 
wherein he ſaid (it ſeems) the Presbyterians were ſuch *4 Papers | 
perſons as the Devil Bluſht at. Accuſed Zamder ſor choc- {h 
ſing to Rebel rather than pay the Ship-Money ; which it 
he ſaid was the King's Right by Law. Accuſed Mr. j 
Calvin to have been the firit that Preached the Fing- i 
filling Do&rine : And from thence inferred, That a if 
R 2 Presby - q 
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Presbyterian gua tals 1s as great a Traytor as any Prieſt op 
Jeſuit : But one Witneſs ſaith he ſaid, Worſe. . And that 
he had alſo frequently caſt Evil Aſperſions againſt Seve. 
ral Divines at Briſtol of Great Note, viz. Mr. Chetwind, 
Mr. Standfaſt, Mr. Croſsman, and Mr. Palmer and others, 
| ſaying, That ſuch as went to their Leftures were the Bratz 
of the Devil. 

2. That he had ſpoken in Sermons and elſewhere, 
ſeveral hard Things againſt the Petitions tor the Sitting 
of the Parliament ; as, That it was the Seed of Rebellion, 
and like to 41.&c. 

3- That he had faid, There was great Noiſe of a Popijh 
Plot, but there was Nothing in it but a Presbyterian Plit, 
QC. | | 
4. He was Accuſed to have approved of the DoCtrine 
of the Church of Rome, in the Points of F»/tification, 4u. 
ricular Confeſsion, Penance, Extream Unction, and Criſme, 
n Baptiſme, and the Sing/e Life of the Clergy ; ſaying, 
That if he were as well Satisfied of other things as he was 
of theſe, he would not have been ſo long Separated from the 
Catholick Church. 

5. Hehad ſpoken(as they ſaid)iome ill things of Queen 
Elizabeth, and Henry the 8th, as Church-Robbers ; and 
againſt his Majeſty too; which tho I care not to repeat, 


yet they are nothing in compariſon to what the Diſſen- | 


ters have publiſhed in Print againſt his Majeſty. 


What Anſwer the Man would have made tor himſelf, 


I know not, for the Parliament never brought him to 
an hearing. | 

But upon inquiry, I find, notwithſtanding all this 
Clamour, the Man hath a great and good Report,ſor his 
Picty, Learning and Prudence ; but his Zeal tor the Re- 
ligion Eſtabliſhed, drew this Storm upon him from the 


Exaſperated Diſſenters; who never {tick thus to ou 
the 
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the Fame of Good Men when it ſerves their ill de- 
figns. | 

yy "ol to return from this Digreſſion. The Bill for 
Exempting his Majeſties Proteſtant Subjedts diſſenting 
from the Church of England from the Penalties of Certain 
Laws, was read a ſecond time, and Committed upon a 
Debate of the Houle to the Committee to whom the Bill 
tor »iting of his Majeſtics Proteſtant Subjects was Com- 
mitted upon a Debate of the Houle. 

Then the Bill tor Baniſhing the Papiſts out of the 
Kings Dominions, was read a ſecond time, and com- 
mitted upon the Debate of the Houſe. | 

Then the Houle adjourned till Zhurſday the 30th of 
December. | 

That day the Houſe met and Ordered, That the 
Committee appointed to prepare Evidence againſt the 
4. Popiſh Lords in the Zower, ſhould look into the Evi- 
dence, and Report their Opinions to the Houſe in Or» 
der to the further DireQions and Procecdings of the 
Houſe againſt them. 

Reſolved, That the ſeveral Writings, Papers and Pro- 
ceedings relating to ſuch Members of the late Long Par- 
liament as received Allowances out of the Moneys appointed 
for Secret Services, be produced to this Houſe. 

Reſolved N. C. That no Member of this Houſe ſhall 
accept of any Office or Place of Profit from the Crown with- 
out Leave of. the Houſe, or any Promiſe of any ſuch Office 
or Place of Profit during ſuch time as he ſhall continue a: 
Member of the IHouſe, and that the offenders herein ſhalt 
be Expelled. 

It ieems they had diſcovered that ſome of their Zea-- 
lous men were Selling themſelves to the Court-Party 
tor Preferment, and prepared this Fote. to keep the 


Party together. 
ye! | Friday 


—_ — 
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Friday the 21:h of December. 

The Bill for prohibiting the importation of Forein | 
Guns, was read the ſecond time and rejected. 

Leave was alſo given to bring in a Bill for Regulating 
the abules in making Casks, Barrels, and othcr Vet- 
{cls. And > | 

A Committee appointed to peruſe the Laws relating 
to Weights and Meaſures, and to report their Opinions 
in the ſame, and to bring in a Bill or Bulls for the better 
Regulating and Aſcertaining the ſame. 

Ordered alſo, That Leave be given to bring in a Bill 
tor a General Naturalization of Alien-Proteſiants, and 
allowing them liberty to Exerciſe their Trades in all 
Corporations. 

A Bill for Relief of the Subjefts againſt Arbitrary Fines, * 
was read a ſecond time and committed. 

Then the Houſe Adjourned till Munday the 39. of 
Fanuary. | 

Which day An A for limiting the times of Importa- 
tion of Cattel from Scotland, being read the third time, | 
paſſed, and was ſent up to the Lords. Then 

A Bill for Repealing an Att made in the 13th Tear of 
his Now Majeſties Reign, 1ntituled, 4n» 4C7T for the 
Well Governing and Regulating of Corporations, Was read 
the firſt time, and Ordered to be read again. 

A Bill for the better diſcovery of Settlements to Su- 
perſtitious Vſes, was read the firſt time, and Ordered a 
ſecond reading the Friday following at Ten of the Clock 
in a full Houle. 

The ſame day the Lords ſent down a Bill to the Com- 
mons, Intituled, An A for diſtinguiſhing Proteſtant 
Diſſenters from Popiſh Recuſants. To which they deſired 
the Concurrence of the Houſe. 

The Lords ſent down another Meſlage, to put the 

Commors 
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Commons in mind of the Bill for the Better regulating 
of the Tryals of the Peers of England. | 
And Another Meſlage to acquaint them, 7hat their 


Lordſhips had received a Petition from Mr. Seymour, for- 


a ſpeedy Tryal. Upon which the Commons read his 
Anſwer to their Impeachment, which had lyen by them 
fome time ; and ordered a Committee to prepare Evi- 
dence againſt him, and Manage it at his Tryal. 


On Tueſday the 4th of January. 
His Majeſty ſent the Commons another Meſſage, 


which 1s as tolloweth. 


CHARLES R. 


IS Majeſty received the Addreſs of tha 
Houſe with all the diſpoſition they could wiſh, 
to comply with their reaſonable defires ; but upon per- 


uſing it, he is Sorry to See their Thoughts ſo wholly. 


fixed upon the Bull of Excluſion, as to determine that 
all other Remedies for the Suppreſsing of Popery will 
be ineffettual ; His Majeſty is Confirmed m his Opi- 
nion ayainſt that Bull by the Judgment of the Houſe 
of Lords, who rejefted it, He therefore thinks there 
remains - Nothing move for him to ſay in anſwer to 
the Addreſs of - this Houſe, but to recommend to them 
the Confideration of all other Means for the a 


vation of the Proteſtant Religion, in which they have - 
wo reaſon to doubt of his Concurrence, when ever. they. 


ſhall be preſented to hint in a Parliamentary way S 


aud. that they would Conſider the preſent State of the . 
i EY Kong-.- 
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Kingdom, as well as the Condition of Chriſtendom, i 
Such a Manner as may mable bim to Preſerye Tan« 
gier, and Secure his Alliances abroad, and the Peace 
and Settlement at home. 


This Meſſage being read in the Houſe, they Reſol- 
ved to take into Conſideration the Friday following un 
a tull Houſe, 

The fame day the Lords ſent down a Yote which: 
they made that day. 


Die Martis 4 Fanuary, 1680, 


Reſolved by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Pare 
liament aſſembled, That they do declare that they are ful. 
ly Satisfied, that there now ts, and for divers years laſt paſt 

' there hath been, a Horrid and Treaſonable Plat and Cons 
Jpirag contrived aud carried on by thoſe of the Popiſh Re. 
igion in lreland, for Maſſacring the Englhih, and Subvert. 
ing the Proteſtant Religion, and the ancient Eſtabliſhed 
Government of that Kingdom ; To which their Lordfhips 
deſired the Concurrence of the Commons. _ 


On Wedneſday the 5th of Fanuary. £1 

; Richard Thompfon was Ordered upon his Petition to 
give fufficient [Security ' tor his forth-comimg - to the | 
Serjeant 'at Arms attending that Houle, to! Anſwer to, Y * 
the Impeachment againſt him; and ſo was diſcharged of 

his Imprifonment. 7 EE 
- -I can fee Noreaſon why he ſhould be proſecuted by 
an Impeachment in Parliament. It being - beneath the 
Di ny of the. Hoaſes to Concern themſelves with 
ſucha man as Mr- 7howpſon muſt needs be, who, might. 
much better have-been proceeded againſt*in the _ ; 

ELL tua 
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tual or Civil Courts, (if the Accuſations were all True;) 
but that his Blaſpheming Calvin and the Loyal Presby- 
terian Proteſtants, would have ſignified Nothing there ; 


as I believe they would not before the Lords, it he had. 


been Tryed. 


Formerly the Commons impeached none but ſuct1 as 
were too great to be proſecuted - any where elle ; and 
that but rarely, and upon great Neceſlity : This made 
them Venerable and Dreadful ; but this Courſe for 
Small or No faults to impeach and unpriſon great Num- 
bers of Mean People which they followed in thus Seſſion, 
tended to Nothing but the Waſting their time : and Hin- 
dering greater Affairs to the damage of the King and 
kingdome. | Ss Is 

The ſame day the Commons agreed an Impeachment 
againſt Sir William Scroggs Knight, Chief Jultice of the 
Court of Xings-Bench ; and Ordered others to be drawn 
againſt Sir Francis North Chief Juſtice of the Court of 
Common-Pleas, Sir Thomas Jones, one of the Juſtices of 
the Kings-Bench, and Sir Richard Weſton, one of the Ba- 
rons of the Exchequer. So, they were reſolved to find 
themſelves work, tho they had refuſed to do the King's 
Buſineſs till that was granted, which -was 1mpoſlible to 
be had this Sefs1on of Parliament. 

Thurſday, the 6th of Favuary, A Bill for the more 
Eaſie ColleCting the Duty of Hearth-Money was read 
a ſecond time and committed upon the Debate of the 
Houlſle, #3 Wok Þ 

A Bill for Repealing the 4 for the Wel-Governing 
EE, was read the ſecond time agd commit- 
[ 

_ Sir Philip Skippon was Excuſed from being taken into 
Cuſtody for his Default in not attending the Houſe: n 
the Call there of the Tue/day before. 

$ Colonel 
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Colonel Birch reporting from the Committee ap- 
pointed to receive Informations relating to the Popr/h 
Plott in Ireland, That the Committee, having proceeded 
pox the Matters to them referred, had taken F Xathy Exa- 
minations, and received the Anſwer of Sir John Davis,and 
had alſo peraſed ſeveral Informations tranſmitted from the 
Houſe of Lords relating to the ſaid Plott, All which he 
read in his place, -and afterwards delivered the ſame in 
at the Clerks Table, where the fame were again read. 

The Houſe then-took into Conſideration the Meſſage 
ſent from the Lords the 7xe/day before, wherein they 
deſired the Concurrence of the Houſe, and Reſolved, 

That the Houſe did agree with the Lords, with the ad. 


dition of theſe Words, That the Duke of York being a_ | 
Papiſt, and the Expettation of his coming to the Crown, | 
hath gruen the. Greateſs Countenance and Encouragement | 
thereto, as well as to the Horrid Popiſh Plot in this King- | 


dome of England. 


And they reſolved to- deliver the faid Fote to the 
Lords at a Conference, and Appointed a Committee to | 


draw up Reaſons to be offercd at the faid Conference. 
Ordered, That the ſeveral Informations of John Mac- 
, pamara,, Maurice Fitz-Gerrald, aud James Math,. :hat 


day read to the Houſe, relating to the Irith Plot, Ge forthe | 


with Printed. 
Reſobved, That Rich. Poure Earl of Tyrone ix the 
Kingdom of Ireland, be Impeached of High Treaſon ; And 


that the Lord Durſley do go up to the Bar of the Lords and | 


Impeach him,&c.. and pray that he may be- Committed 10 
Safe Cuft ody.. 
And#further Ordered, That the Committee appointed to 
prepare. the Evidence | arnſt the. Popi/h Lords in the 
Tower, i prepare the faid Impeachment. 
Ordered, That the further Confideration of the ſaid Re- 
| part 
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port in relation to Arthur Earl of Angleſey. and Sir John 


Davis, be Adjourned to Saturday Morning next at Ten of 
the Clock in a full Houſe. 

When it was Adjourned to Munday- following, which 
was their laſt day, and gave them occaſion for ether. 
Thoughts. Nee TI 

On Friday the 7th day of Fanzary. 

The ingroſled Articles of Impeachment agaioſt Sir 
William Scroggs were Read,and ſent up to the Lords by 
the Lord Cavendiſh  — es Be 5 

A Bill to prevent Yexatious Ations, was read the firſt 
time, and Ordered a fecond reading. - 04 
A Bill to prevent the Symony of one perſon: from 
prejudicing another, was read the firft time,and Ordered 
a ſecond reading. > LIES TIDE I GA 

The Bill of Diſcovery of Settlements of Eſtates: for 
Superſtitious Uſes, was read the fecond time and .com» 
mitted upon the debate of the Houſe. 

Then the Houſe according to their Order,entred into 
Conſideration of his Majefty's Meflage fent to the Houſe 
the Tueſday before ; and Yored as followeth. - 

Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Fouſe, That 
there is no Security or Safety for the Proteſtant Religi 
the King's Life, or the Well Conftituted and Eſtabliſhed 
Government of this Kingdom, without paſſing a Bill for dif- 
abling James Duke of York to Inherit the ; Wnt Crown 
of England axd Ireland, and the Dominions and Territo- 
ries thereunto belonging ; and to rely upon any other means 
or remedies, without ſuch a Bill, is uot onely Inſufficient 
but dangerous. | Gy Th 

Reſolved, That his Majefty in his laft Meſſage having 
aſſured this Houſe of his readineſs to Concur tm all other 
means for the preſervation of the. Proteſtant Religion, this 
Houſe doth declare, That until a Bill be tihewiſe paſſed 
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for Excluding the Duke of York, this Houſe cannot give 
any Supply to his Majeſty, witheut Danger to his Majeſttes 
Perſon, Extream Hazard of the Proteſtant Religion, and 
Unfaithfulneſs to Thoſe by whom this Houſe is truſted. 

It ſeems the loſs. of Tangzer and of all our Alliances 
abroad, did not at all Hazard the Proteſtant Religion, or 
Endanger his Majeſties Perſon. | 

Reſolved, That all Perſons who Adviſed his Majeſly in 
his laſt Meſſage to this Houſe, to inſiſt upen an Opinion 
againſt the Bill for Excluding the Duke of York, Fave 
given pernicious Counſel to his Majeſty, and Are'Promo- 
nom ot Popery, and Enemies to the King and King- 

OMe. | 

Reſolved, That George Earl of Halifax, Henry Mar. 
queſs of Worceſter, Henry Earl of Clarendon, in the Opz- 
nion of this Houſe are perſons who Adviſed his Majeſty in 
his laſs Meſſage to ths Houſe, to infiſt upon an Opinion 
againſt the Bill for Excluding the Duke of York, and 
have therein given pernicious Counſel to his Majeſty, and 
are Promoters of Popery, and Enemies to the King and 
Kingdom. YEE 

Reſolved, That au Humble Addreſs be preſented to Is 
Majefty, to remove Lawrence Hide £/{q: from his Majeſties 
Councils and Preſence, and from his Office in the Treaſury 
for ever. | | ; 

Reſolved, That an Humble Addreſs be preſented to his 
Majeſty, to remove Henry Margueſs of Worceſter, from his 
Preſence and Councils, and all the Offices and Imployments 

Honour and Profit, fer ever. | 

Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, That 
Lewis Earl of Feverfham is a Promoter of Popery and of | 
the French. Intereſt, and a Dangerous Enemy to- the King. 
and. Kingdom. Reſebved,, That an. Humble. Addreſs be 
wade to. his. Majefty, to remove him from all Military Of- 
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fices and Commands, and from all other Publick Offices and 
Imployments, and from his Majeſties Councils and Preſence 
for ever. 

But here was no: Addreſles Voted againſt George Earl 
of Halyfax, nor Henry Earl of Clarendoy. 

A Motion being made alſo for an 4ddreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty, to remove Edward: Sexmour Eſq; from his Maje- 
ſt.es Council and Preſence ; it was Adjourned to the 
Muxday tollowing, 

Having taken all this care to Chaſtiſe the Great Men; 
who as they believed. had oppoſed them in this great 
buſineſs ; in-the Next place they undertook to Chaſtiſe 
his Majeſty Himſelf, and 1t their deſign had taken ef- 
tect, as it 15 to be hoped it Never will, his Majeſty and 
all his Succeflors ſhouid have Known what it is to Anger 
a Houſe.ot Commons. However they meant well ; tor 
they | 

Reſolved, That whoever ſhould: hereafter Z-ud or cauſe 
to be lent by way of Advance,any Money upon the Branches 
of the King's Revenue arifing by Cuſtoms, Exciſe or Hearth- 
Money, (that 1s, all the principal Branches) /hall be 4d- 
judged to hinder the Sitting of Parliaments, and ſhall be 
reſponſible for the ſame in Parliament.. | 

Reſolved, That whoever ſhall accept or Euy any Tally 
of Anticipation upon any part of the King's Revenue ; or 
whoſoever ſhall pay ſuch Tally hereafter to be flruck, ſhall 
be adjudged to hinder the Sittings of Parliaments, and ſtat 
be. reſponſable therefore in Parltament.. | 

Firſt they Reſolve they would give nothing them-- 
ſelves,and then they terrify all others as much as 1n them: 
lyeth' from L2#ding or Advancing any Money to him ; 
which was not according, to their Writ of. Election to 
Adviſe his Majeſty, but by dureſs to force and compel 
him to Submit to their better Judgment as became Loyal 
aad-Dutitul Subjects, - h v0, 
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So that his Majeſty might well fay of theſe Yoter, 
That inftead of giving him aſs:ſtance to Support his 
Allies, or enabling him to Preſerve Tanger, they tended 
rather to difable him from contributing towards either, 
by his own Revenue or Credit, not only expoſing him 
to all Dangers that might happen either at home or 
abroad ; but endeavouring to deprive him of the po. 
ſibility of Supporting the Government it Self, and to 
reduce him to a more helpleſs condition than the mean- 


eſt of his Subjets. A Sadand a very Fuſt Complaint and 


Accordingly reſented by that vaſt Number of People 
that have ſince Addreſsed to thank his Majeſty for that 
Declaration. 

Oan Saturday the 8th of Fanuary. 


The Lords ſent a Meſſage to the Commons to ac- 
quaint them that their Lordſhips - had appointed that 


day Sevennight for hearing the Cauſe upon the Im- 


peachment ot Mr. Seymour, and that their Houſe might | 


reply if they thought fit, but they had no leiſure to 
take notice of it. 

Information being given to the Houle by the Serjeant 
at Arms that Sir John Lloyd, Sir Edward Philips, Her- 
bert Herring, Miles Baspole,  Tles, and Arthur Ter 


mans, who tor divers great Miſdemeanors by them com- 
mitted (as was pretended) againſt the Priviledge of their | 


Houſe, were Ordered to be taken in Cuſtody of the faid 
Serjeant, did Abſcond themſelves, that the faid Order 
could not be put in Execution againſt them ; hereupon 
they | 

Ordered, That an Humble Application fhould be made 


to his Majeſty from their Houſe, by Such Members thereof 


as were of his Majefties moſt FJonourable Privy Council ; 


defiring his Majeſty to Iſſue out his Royal Proclamation for | 


the Apprehending the ſaid ſeveral perſons, in caſe they 


ſhould 
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ſhowld not render themſelves to the Serjeant by a certain day 
therein to be limited. 


The ſame day they Ordered, That a Committee ſhould be 


Appointed to inſpeCt thejJournals of their Houſe,and of the 


Roule of Lords,.and Precedents, to Juſtify and Maintain, 


That the Lords ought to Commit Perſons to Safe Cuſtody when 
Impeached for High Treaſon by the Commons in Parliament _ 


and to make report thereof to the Flouſe, Which. Yote had 
relation to Sir William Scroggs. 


And ſo we are come to the day tÞat finally put an End; 


to all their Proceedings, which was Munday the roth day 


of January ; and a great Wonder it was that his Majeſty 


could endure them 1o long. 
They began the day witha Yote,which ſhews the Mean- 
wg and Tendance of all the reſt. 


Reſolved, That whoſoever Adwviſed his Majeſty to Prorogue 


this Parliament to any other purpoſe than in order to the paſ- 
fing of a Bill for the Exclufton of James Duke of York, is a 


betrayer of the King, the Proteſtant Religion, and of the 
Kingdom of England, 4 Premoter of the French Intereſt, and: 


a Penfroner to France. 

They Knew then that they were to be Prorcgued, but 
they Knew not by whoſe Advice; and fo it his Majeſty did 
it without any Advice, then all theſe Hard words were 
thrown at him : but by whomfoever it were done,this Vote 
could have no good meaning or efte&, and muit end in 
Smoke or Tumults ; and Contufton. 

2. Reſolved, That the Thanks of this Houſe be given to the 
City of London for their Manifeft Loyalty to the King, their 
Care, Charge and Vigilancy for the Preſervation of bis Maje- 
ſties Perſon, and of the Proteſtant Religion. 

Ordered, That the Members that: Serve fur the City ef Lon- 
don, do accordingly give them the Thanks of the Houle. 

Reſolved,, That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, That: the 

City: 
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City of London was Burnt in the Tear 1666, by the Papiſts, 
deſigning thereby to Introduce Arbitrary Power and Popery 
into the Kingdom. 

Reſolved, That the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtomes and other 
Officers of the Cuſtom-THouſe, have Wilfully broken the Law 
probibiting the Importation of French Wines, a#d other Com- 
modities ; and that if they ſhall hereafter Wilfully or Negli. 
gently break that Law ; they ſhall be queſtioned therefore in 
Parliament. | 

Reſolved, That it is the Opinton of this Flouſe, That 
James Duke of Monmouth hath been removed from his Offi- | 
ces and Commands by the Influence of the Duke of Y ork. 

Ordered, That an humble Application be made to his Ma- 
jeſty from this Houſe, by ſuch Members thereof as are of his 
Majeſties Honourable Privy-Council, to defire his Majefty to 
reſtore the ſaid James Duke of Monmouth, ?o his ſaid Offi. 
ces aud Commands. Y ES 

This was excellently timed, and they had fo obliged his 
Majeſty, they might be ſure he would not deny them. 

Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Houſe; That the 
Proſecution of Proteſtant Diſenters upon the Penal Laws, 
is at this time Grievous to the Subjett, a weakning of the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, and incouragement to Popery, and dan- 
gerous to the Peace of the Kingdom. 

Here their Mouths were ſtopt by a Meſlage from the 
King,by Edward Carteret Uſher of the Black-Rod,Acquaint- 
ing them that the King Commanded them to Attend him 
immediately. in the Houſe of Peers. And there his Maje- 
{ty Prorogued them to the 7Zhurſday Sevennight, being 
the 20th of that Inſtant January, 1680. 

1. His Majeſty gave his Royal Aſſent to the 4&Prohi- 
ting the Importation of Cattle from 7reland. b., 


2. To the Ad for Supplying the late Ad for Burying in 
Woollen. 


hc. IM _— 
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3- And to an A 7o reftijfic Errors in Sir Charles Hough- 
ton's Settlement. | 

There was another 4 for Repeal of the 4 of the 3 5 
of Elizabeth ready to be paſſed, and it was Loſt No body 
knew how, and was never tendredto his Myjeſty. 

Soon atter this Parttament was Diſſolved by Proctama- 
tion, to the great Satish&fron of all but the Diſenters, who 
(ifthey had teen able to confider things Aright)had as littte* 
reaſon to be pleaſed with their Proceedings as any of the 
reſt; for they did thern no other Service then to Exaſperate 
the King and the Government og thet,and havemade 
_ to be mort proſeruted and kelp piticd rhan thity were 

RE | fd u 
The Popiſh Party received almoſt as little damaye by 
them as the Diſſenters did Advantage; for they benting 
their force Equally againft the Sxcceyron and Popery,all their 
Deſigxs(if they had any beyond clamour Jaggtnft thePapi/?s 
were broken. e h 

Their Arbitrary and IHegat Proceedings againſt the 44- 
horrers of the Tumultuous Petitions for the Sitring of the Par- 
liament, procured more Friends to the Dakt of 7ork, then 
perhaps he would otherwiſe have hdd,and/gavethe Englz/h 
Gentry an Excellent ProfpeCt what they migtitExpett troin 
theſe Warm Gentlemen if ever they fell into their hands. 

The King had a fair Warning alſo'to look to' 
the Religion by Law EfaBlifled, whien he Qi. 
tle Reverence theſe: Prireffants ue Exrge ti | | 
and had he bur yielded torhern in the Pbittr of tfit- © __ 
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to him ſor the Asking, and ſo ſuffered the worſt effes: of 
War 1n Peace. ot 
The City of London Loſt the hopes of having any more 
Parliaments amongſt them till Times be better and more 
Settled, by their grateful Applications: to them for their 
Loyalty and Care of the Proteſtant Religion at Large. 

The Trade ob a Conſiderable part ofthe Nation is ruined, 
not for want of Laws, but by too many, which have reſtrai-. 
ned that. intercourſe and freedom that ought to ke betwixt 
Us and our Neighbour Nations.: yet I cannot fay that this 
Parliament would have relieved the Nation in that point if 
they had. Continued Longer, when it is conſidered with 
what care and induſtry the At for the prohibition of 1ri/þ. 
Cattel was carried againſt all oppoſition, tho it is damage- 
able toa very conſiderable part.of the Nation, if not to tic: 
whole; and had theſe Gentlemen been equally concerncd; 
for the Suppreſsing of Popery,as they were for this 4 CT ; 
Some of thoſe Bills at leaſt, that were ſent down from the 
Lords, ' or began by the. Commons, might have been ready 
as well as this for the Royal Aſſent.. | 

Yet they had ſfome:very good Bills relating to Trade 
under-canfideration,but they were not ſo Zealous in that 
Coricern as they ought. to. have been-: but rather ſeemed. 
to fear. the. Stare. of the People on that account ſhould be. 
made togq. eafie before. they had obtained their other Ends 

the Government, : 


Re oe Ipepngr 


:oze about the. Act for prohibition of the: s 
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Nor did the Proteſtant Religion by Law eſtabliſhed,tare any | 1 
better, for that being equally oppoſed by the Diſſenters on 'J {| 
one hand, and the Papiſh on the other, under pretence of | 
Uniting us againſt the latter, the former were encouraged [ 
by their Votes and Bills to endeavour her ruine. NH 
The Bill for Uniting his Majeſties Proteſtant SubjeQss, is | | 
a pertc& Toleration of almoſt all other Religions which 
are or ſhall be amongſt us, except Popery ; and had it, nl 
and the other Bill for Exempting them trom the Penaltics 12] 
' of the Laws made agiinſt the Popiſh Recufants paſſed, it FE 
would not have been poflible to have Executed them or any og | 
other againſt the Papitts For it cannot be imagined that the Ki 
Papiſts could not have been able to have got themſelves 
Liſted amongſt ſome of our Diſlenters or other, and then $ 
upon making the Declaration, and-producing two Perſons as W 
Witneſs, that they believed them to be Proteſtant Diſſen- ve 
ters, they would have had the liberty to have inflamed Wl” 
both thoſe Difſenters that were Comprehended, and thoſe 
that were Tolerated againſt the entire Conformiſts, and 
theſe again againſt them. And ſo both Popery ſhould have E 
gone unpuniſhed, and-the Feuds amongſt our ſelves wonld I 
bave grown to that height, that nothing but a ſtanding Ne 
Army would have been able to have kept us in any tolerable þ 
yiet. 
It the Miniſters of the Church of Ezgland had been part [ 
of them entire Conformiſts, and part of them Presbyte- / 
rians, thoſe that were of the firſt ſort, would have kept up 
the Religion Eſtabliſhed as high or higher then now, and "g 
the other Party muſt have laid aſide totally the uſe of ' 
the Common-Prayer as well as the Surplice, Crols, 4 
and Kneeling at the Lords Supper, or elſe -their whole A 
Party which now follow them, would have all left them, '" 
and ſo another Fattion would have riſen in the Church 'S 
of Semi-Conformiſts, -and all thoſe that are without the b 
T 3 Church 
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Church would have continued, as now they are, under other 
Teachers, only more infolent, and more turbulent ; and fo 
inſtead of uniting us againſt the Papiſts and Popery,which is 
the pretended cauſe of the A,we ſhould have been more di- 
vided and Animated againſt each other then now we are. 

It was one of the Rules preſcribed by that Bill,7hat no per. 
ſon ſhould be admitted to take the Declaration, who refuſed the 
Oaths of Allegiance and $ upremacy when tendred unto him. Now 
this would have left all the Quakers, Anabaptifts, and ſeve. 
ral, other SeCts in the ſame ſtate of Perſecution (as they call 
it) as they now are; and great Numbers of the Other Secs 
roo, when they had conſidered of it, would have Serupled it, 
as well as they in Scotland have done: and ſo thoſe that were 
totally Exctuded,would have been enraged againſt thoſe thar 
had Eeen tolerated, as having betrayed them firſt, and thn 
left them to the Severity of the Law, and by that time all 
theſe Parties, viz. the Rigid Conformiſts. 2. Semi. Confor- | 
wiſts. 3. Tokerated and Non-Tolerated Proteſtants all enraged 
againſt cach other,had for ſome time been fermented by the 
ſuit and Popifh Party,a man may gueſs what kind of /niw | 
there would have been amongſt Proteftants.in England. 

And when they had gained all this, what Security could. 
have keen given that they wonld have reſted here? that 4 
which one Parliament makes,another may Repeal : and they 
would never have been -Secure of Keeping what they had 
gained, but by taking care to fill the Houſe of Commons in 
every Parliament with the moſt Factious men they could pick 
out; and they could never have maintained their reputation 
with the Party, but by puſhing things forward,and fo every 
Scſſions foracthing more muſt have Eeen granted for the 
better Sccurity of the Union, and remaving of Fears and Jes 
Jouſics, till at laſt we had been brought to the ſame ſiateo: FF 
Confuſion his Majeſty found us 1a at his Return. | 


That a conſiderable number of theic Piſſenters are as m_ 
againſt 
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againſt Monarchy as Contormity,is Apparentby their Books, 
diſcourſes, and former practice. Now what Security ſhoutd. 
his Majeſty have had, that when this Party had by impunity 
and time been ſtrong enough to have dealt with the Loyal 
Party, they would not have endeavoured to be diſpenſed 
with from obeying him or any other King but Chriſt Feſw 2 
and then Nothing could have united Proteſtants and Securcd: 
us. againſt Popery, Lut the Laying aſide the Kingly Govern- 
ment, and the Setting up a Common-wealth ; and of this: 
they have already given fore Notable hints in their Pam- 
phlets : and when they are told the Excluſion of the Duke- 
of Tork will onely Secure them once from a Popiſh Prince, 
and make them that follow more Cautious how they difco- 
ver themſelves. too ſoon; and that if any ACtual King of. 
England ſhould turn Papift; which is as poſlible and. more 
probable then that another Heir ſhould do ir,. they would: 
then be in the ſame ſtate as if the Duke Succeeded.: They 
conſtantly reply, That it ts unreaſonable it ſhould be in the 
power off one man to reduce us to Popery ; that is, It 1s not rea- 
{onable that Kingly Government ſhould. be any Longer Cons 
tinued among(t us. 

From all which I conclude, That the proj:& of Uniting; 
Proteſtants by .remitting.the Laws againſt the Diſlenters,. 1s. 
:mpoſsible ; and that thele Conſequences being Obvious ayd 
Apparent beforc-hand ; there-could be no other deſign An 
the Attempt. but the ruine of the Monarchy, and the intro-. 
ducing, Confuſion, and War amongſt us ; at lealt theſe would: 
certainly have followed, 

So.that the day a Toleration; or which is-all one, an @1i0w- 
amongſt Proteſtants-upon the terms propounded, is ſettled, 


? 


the Monarchy muſt be made Al ſolute, or it will not Stand 
And Proviſion mult be made to maintain a Stard:ng Army 
bigg enough co Keep.ad Parties Quiet, how much foever the y 


are aver{c to it,or our. Peace at home will. not. be Emp” 
An: 


Conclu- 


fron. 
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And.as to all Foreign affairs, E»g/and muſt look on,and ſuffer 


all things to go as they will; for Neither King nor Common. 
Wealth will be in a Condition todo any thing abroad in that 


_ unſettled ſtate things will be at home ; and by that time 


England comes to lettle, France (if God interpoſe not by 
Miracles) will bave brought under So many of its Neigh- 
bours, that England will be able to make no effeCtual reſi- 
{lance if it ſhould be attacked by that Potent Kingdom. 


My dearcſi Country men, 1 humbly begg you would be 
pleaſed to reflect Seriouſly upon this in time, if it be not 
Now too late, and Unite heartily with His Majeſty our moſt 
Gracious and Sweet-Natured Soveraign, and the Religion 
Eſtabliſhed, and not ſuffer your ſelves to be led by pretended 
Fears into real and unavoidable Slavery and Conſuſion ; at- 
tended with all the Miſeries of War, and which (as much as 
Man can foreſee) muſt end in Popery and a French Conqueſt 
of us. 

I have laid the Matter plainly before you, not Knowing 
what may follow as to my Selt ; but this I am ſure of, that 
Advantage I can have none by it. I am a private perſon,and I 


_ Expect lo to liveand die. I have no aim at any Publick Im- 


ployment or Place of Truſt, nor any means to attain it if I 
had: I am Contented with the State God hath Set me In. 
And the Utmoſt I with for is; to Leave things to my. Poſte: 
rity as they ought Now to be, it the Laws had their due Et- 
tes; and therefore I am compelled by Nothing but my 
Zealous afteftion for my Country, which (next God and 
my own Soul) I love above all things, to run the hazard of 
g1Ving you this Advice, and thereby drawing upon me the 
Malice and Revenge of all thoſe that ſeek to Ruine and En- 
ſlave You. | 
As to thoſe Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, who may 
poſſibly take offence at What I have written, (for all I am 
ſure 
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fare will not) I defire they would in cool- blood: Conſider: 
what they have done, and then kt them'thinkof Me whar 
they pleaſe : For it ever FaQtion, Anger, and ill deſigns were 
entertained by ſo great a Body of Men'as the Major part of 
this Houſe was, it is Apparent they were here. And TI wilt 
inſtance in but a-tew Particulars, tho I might in more. 

Can any mortal man produce cither Precedent or Law to - 
Juſtifie the Impriſonment of the Gentlemen called the Abhor- 
rers 2 Have the meaneſt peop.e of Enzland a right to Petition 
the King againſt his Expreſs Command, in a thing of which 
he is the Sole Judge,by all our Laws ; and that by Multitudes 
of Hands procured by men that have no authority for that 
purpoſe ; and may not Grand-Juries, Juſtices of the Peace,an 
other ſuch like perſons oppoſe them, or which 1s leſs, difown 
it? But ſuppoſe they did more than they ought, was it fit- 
to impriſon them before they were allowed to defend them- 
ſelves ? Gentlemen, it ſerved your turn now, but it may one 
day be turn'd againſt you, and then conſider how you wil 
take it. The Corporations do Now moſt of them ſend Gerz/e- 
men,.but they may when they pleaſe lay You by; and ſend 
Mechanicks, Trades-men, Shop-Keepors, . How would your 
high ſpirits brook it to be ſent for in Cuſtedy, and made to 
Kneel (without being Suffered to Speak, and onely for doing: . 
your duties) to ſuch men, and ſo be ſent home again ? Iam 
ſure no Eng/iſþ Gentleman can brook this 1ndignity tut with 
ſuch inward Reſentments as befit the Generofity and Temper 
of that Nation, or otherwite I mutt think we are prepared 
for Slavery ; and all that Manly Courage that hath made 
our People Renowned in all Countriesin the World, is de- 
gencrared into the Moſt Shame'ul Effteminacy and Cowat- 
diſe. Onely in this caſe Religion and Loyaity made then 
yield; even to Injuſtice and Opprelston. As long;as his S$2- 
cred Majeſty. thought fit to Suffer it, they Submirred, bur 
with ſuch. Thoughts as would have taught you more Juſtice 
and Moderation,if this had not bzen 1n the caſe. Your: 
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Your ſtyling all thoſe Gentlewes that had been brought in 
to the Commuldion of the Peace in the room of fome others 
diſplaced, M E N of Arbitrary Principles, and Countenancers of 
Papiſts and Popery ; and if you could have 1avented more 
Odious Names and Words than theſe, you might with as 
much truth and ingenuity have beſtowed-them upon them. 
Was it fairly-done, or was it not ? Is.it one of the Priviledges 
of your Houſe to Yote Me a Few or a Turk, or that I was one 
of thoſe men that occaſioned the Breach betwixt Charles the 
Firſt and his Parliament 2 If i be, then 1 will fay no more, 
but that I begg your Pardon ; and Kneel down at the Bar of 
a Houſe of Commons with the fame Submilsion, as it | believed 
the Speaker Infallible,, and every Member an Angel. But if 
your Yotes ought to be not only Conſonant to Law, but 
agreeable to the truth of things, then that Paſſage was haſtily 
and paſsionately written, and not well Confidered ; and care 


ought to be taken for the future to Wr:te more Cautiouſly, - 


_ Speak and Yote like Men that had a little reſpect to yous 

Places. | 
Your Yotes of the 7th of Fanuary 1680. concerning, his 
Majeſties Revenues and borrowing of Money upon them, 
are they juſtifiable or n9? may I not lend the King 1007. 
if I pleaſe without your leave, and not incur the danger of 
being reputed an Enemy to the Sitting of Parliaments? 
Suppoſe the French ſhould Land in England or Irelaend,or the 
Papiſts or Diſſenters rife, and the King Want Money to ſup- 
preſs the one, or drive out the other, muſt we hazard his 
and our Ruine, rather then ſupply him by a Lone in the In: 
tervals of Parliament, have we a Property in what is our 
own, and-may we not uſe it as we fee cauſe, without breach 
of Priviledge of Parliament ? F 
Your Yote of the 10th of Fanuary, That the Proſecution of 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters upon the Penal Laws, was at that timo 
Grievous to the Subjeft, aWeakning of the Proteſtant Intereſt; 
as 
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an Ieconragement t0 Popery, and rows to the Peace of th. 
Kingdan ; is as lirtle widerſtood os any of the reſt. 

was itmade + To what is # Grievous 2 To the Diſ- 
ſemers 2 Why ther tet theny leave their Diſtming to the 
Church of £»9/avd and alt wift be welf. What Proteſtant 
Intereſt doth it weaken, for' there are -rivbre Proteſtant Inte- 
reſts. then one in-che Nation? doth it weaker that Proteſtant 
Intereſt which\is Seceted by Law 2 Then ay ſo. But'how it 
doth encourage Popery, or endanger the Peace of the Nation, 
is yet Hekes ro- Counderiond: ) w did; what 
then? Yoo may -the Lawy, ad _ out had afoot; 
that would have Repealed therit if they > have paſſed; 
digs you were to ies heron time ro finiſh 
: Anddid y re have thi thent aſleep by 
ns the Confent of the Lords or the 
Yon ſhould Naked on have tofd the Nation 
you have the whole'E Power in,your hirids; 
that it is Contrary t0Law for'an to AR) ay 
of the Hoyſe of Common, tho in Obedience to an A&' of 
Parliament. 

Bur thar F may not ſoery 10 ſet up my own Single Judg- 
ment againſt a1 bots Blwſe of Commons, F wilt infert an Au- 
pang or rwo'EKqual rs them; in betrer Times tho they be 

Long. The firſt of which ſhall be an Addreſs of the Fivaſe 
of Conemons the 23Þ. of Feby. 1663- | 


Kare pleaſe your Moſk Excellent Majeſty, 


_— 
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Do in the firſt place for our Selpes, and in the Names of all 
the Commons of England, reader _to:your moſt Sacred Majefty, 
the Tribute of our moſt heartyT, bank; for all that. infinite Grace 
and Goodneſs wherewjth Tour Majeſty hath been.pleaſedto pub. 
liſh your Royal Intentions of epering to. your Act of Indemnity 
i by your Conſtant and Religious obſetuance af it. 
And our Hearts are further enlarged in theſe. returns of Thankſ< 
givings, when we Conſider Tour ' Majeſties -moſt. Princely: and 
Heroick Profeſsions of relying upon the Aﬀections of your People, 
and Abhorring all Sort of Military and Arbitrary Rule. But * 
above all, we can never enough remember, , 70. the Honour. of 
Tour Majefties Piety, and our own unſpeakable Comfort thoſe 
Solemn,and moſt we hl ing Invitations of us Tour Majeſties Sub. 
jedts, to prepare Laws.to be preſented to Tour Majeſty, againſt 
the Growth and encreaſe of Popery ; and withal to provide mors 
Laws. againſt. Licentiouſneſs and 4 Bo ty, at the ſame time de. 
claring Tour Own Reſolutions for Maintaining tha I@ of Unt- 
fopmity.. 4»d zt becomes.us always to ackyowledg; and: 4amire 
Tour MajeftiesWiſdom in this your Declaration, whereby Tour 
Majeſty is pleaſed to reſolve not onely by Sumptuary Laws, but 
by yoar Own; Royal Example of Frugality, to reſtrain that Fx- 
ceſs in mens Expences,which Is grown "> enteral and Jeexortic 
tant, and to dire our, endeawvours-to 7 > fit Laws. for» Ad.- 
wvancement oe razle and.Commerce, . = | 

After all this, We humbly beſeech Tour Majeſty. to believe,. 
that. it is with Extream Vnwillingneſs and Reluttancy of Heart 
that we are brought to differ from any thing which*your Mujefty 
bath thought fit 19 propoſe. Aud though -we do:no,way donþ 
that the unreaſonable diſtempers of Mens Spirits, and thd 4 
Mutinies:a-d Conlptracies which were carried on. during the 
Farliaments,did reaſonares tone Tour Majeſty % 


hu 1.5 eee P. ll hamour Well the Rar lament x & bled, fu (7 be, hopes \Þ 
of,an Indulgence, if the Parliament, ſhould Conſens, to 1t.;. ElPe-- | 
cially ſering the pretenders to this Indalgence did ſeem to mate” ;; 

| oi ſome. 
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ſome title to it by virtue of Tour Majeſties Declaration from 


Bzeda. Nevertheleſs your Majeſties moſt Datiful and Loyal 


Subjetts, who are Now returned to Serve in Parliament from 
thoſe Several Parts and Places of Tour Kingdom for which we 
were Choſen, do humbly offer to Tour Majeſties Great Wiſdom, 
That it is in No Sort Adviſeable, that there be any Indulgence 
zo ſuch perſons who prefume to diſſent from the ACt of Unifor- 
mity and Religion Eſtabliſhed, for theſe Reaſons. 

We have Confidered the Nature of Tour Majeſties Declaration 
from Breda, and are Humbly of Opinion that Tour Majeſty ought 
not to be preſſed with it any further, 

Becauſe it is not a Promiſe in it Self, but onely a Gracious 
declaration of Tour Majefties Intentions to do what in you lay, 
and what a Parliament ſhould Adviſe Tour Majeſty to do; and 
No ſuch Advice was ever given or thought fit to be offered, -nor 


could it be therwiſe Vnderſtood,, becauſe there were Lawes of 
©niformity then in being,, (Which 'Tould not be diſpenſed wore 14;.. 


with but by.Ag of Paritament, 7hey who do pretend a right 
to that Suppoſed Promiſe, put their right into the Hand's of 
their Repreſentatives whom ey choſe to Serve for them in 
this Patliament, who have paſſed, and your Majeſty Conſented to 

the ACT of Uniformity. If any ſhall preſume to Say, That a 
right to the benefit of this Declaration doth ſtill remain after 
this Ad paſſed; it tends to diſſolve the very Bouds of Govern- 
ment, and to Suppoſe a diſability in Tour Majeſty , and your 
Houſes of Parliament to make a Law contrary to any part of your 

Majeſties Declaration, though both Flouſes ſhould Adviſe Tour 
Majeſty to it, 1 

. We have alſo Confidered the.Nature of the Indulgence prope- 

ſed, with reference to thoſe Conſequences which muſt Neceſſarily 

' attend it. ear. oh . 

_.\1 Jt will Eſtabliſh. Schiſs by a- Law, and make the whole Go- 
vernment of the Church precarious, and the Cenſures of it of No 
Moment or Conſideration at all, © * : 

| | EAR: | £ 
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It will xo way become the Gravity or Wiſdom of a Parliament. 
to paſs a Law at One Seſsion for Uniformity, and at the Next 
: Sefsr0n, the reaſon for Uniformity Continuing {till the ſame, to 
paſs another Law to fruftrate or Weaken the Execution of it. 

It will Expoſe Tour Majeffy to the reſtleſs Importunity of 
every Set or Opinion, and of every fingle perſon alſo, that ſhall 
preſume to diſſent from the Church of and. 

It-will te a cauſe of increaſing Setts and Settaries, whoſe 
Numbers will weaken the true Proteſtant profeſsiow ſo far, that 
zt will at laſt become difficult for it to defend it ſelf againſt 
them. And which is yet further Conſiderable, thoſe Numbers 


which by being troubleſom to the Government, find they can Ar- 


rive to an Indulgence, will, as their Numbers trcreaſe, be yet 
more troubleſome, ſo at length they may arrive to a general 
Toleration, which Tour Majeſty hath declared againit,and in 
time, fome CR Seft will at laft Contend for an Flabliſh- 
ment, which for ought can be foreſeen, may end in Pepery. 

It ts a thing altogether without Precedent ,and will take away 
all means of Convitting Recuſants, and be inconfiſtent with the 
Methed and Proceedings of the Laws of England. 

Laftly, it is humbly Concerved, That the Indulgence prop:- 
fed will be ſo far from tending to the Peace of the Kingdemgthat 
it is rather likely to accafion great diſturbance. 

And on the Contrary, That the Afﬀerting of the Laws and 


the Religion F/lablifhed acing to the AQt of Uniformity, 


is the moſt probable Means to produce a Settled Peace and Obe- 
dience through the Kingdom; becauſe the Variety 'f Profeſhons 
in Religion when Openly indulged, doth direttly dift ingutſh men 
#nto Parties, and withal gives them Opportunities to count their 
Numbers ghich confidering the Animoſities that out of a religious 


Pride will be kept on foot by the ſeveral Fattions, doth tend: 


diretHy and inevitably to open diturbance': Nor can Tour Ma- 
feſty have any Seeurity, that the Doftine' or Worſhip of the Se- 
veral Fatlions, which are all governed by a Several Kale, ſhall be 
conſiſtent with the Peace of the Kingdom. Aud 
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- And if any perſon ſhall preſame to diſturb the Peace of the King. 
dome, We do tn all humility declare, That we will for ever aud upon 
all occaſions be ready with our Vtmoſt Endeavonrs and Aſsiftance, ro 
Adhere to, and Serve Tour MajeFty according to our boxnden Dat y 
and Allegiance. 2.9 

'The Reaſon and Loyalty of this Addrefs prevailed with his 
Majeſty at that time, to lay aftdeall his Thoughts of an Trda/- 
gence; and well had it been for him and us, if he had never re- 
affumed them : for from his forſaking this Adviee in the Year 
1671. Sprung all rhoſe Miſerics that now ſo much threaten him 
and us. Bat tho his Majeſty Changed, the Par/iamext kept their 
grounds ; for 1n an Addreſs dated the r4th of Feb. 1672. they 
aſſert againſt His Majefties Declaration of Inanigence dated the: 
15th ot March before, That Penal Statutes in Matters Eccle- 
ftaftical, cannot be ſuſpended bnt by Att of Paritament. We there- 
fore (fay they) rhe Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes of the Houſe of 
Commons, do moſt humbly beſeech Tour Majeſty, That the ſaid Law:s 
may have their Free Courſe, until it ſhall be otherwiſe previded by 
Att of Parliament ; and that Tour Majefty would Gractouly be plea- 
ſed to give ſuch Direftiens herein that no Apprehenfuons or Jea oufes 
may remain im the Hearts of Tour Mijeſties good and faithful Sub- 
jelts. | OOTY 

The King not being Satisfied with this, bur (till inſtſting that 
be had a Right by his Supremacy to Suſpend the Execu: ton of 
Penal' Laws in Eccl-fraftical Affairs; They replyed the 26th of 
Feb, fokowing, That no fuch Power mas ever Claimed or Exct- 
tifed by any of his Majefties Predeceffors; and if it ſhould be ad- 
mitted, might tend to the Interrupting' of the Free Courſe of the 
Laws, and altering the Legiſlative Power, which hath-always b:0u 
acknowledged to refide in his Majeſty, and the Two Houſes of Par- 
liameyt.' Theref' te they did with am Onanimonus 'Confent- becon © 
again FJumble Suitors unto his Sacred MajeFty,. That he' wontd be 
pleaſed to -giruethem a fall and Sat tsfattory* Anſwer to there firſs: 
Petition a:nd Addreſs ; and that kis Majeſty would take ſuch effe- 
uit Order, That the Proceedings in this Matter might mt be for 
tre feature drawn into E Xampie, KO 


_— 
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To which ſaid laſt Addreſs, his Majeſty was pleaſed to Con- 
deſcend ſo far, asto Order his Declaration of Indulgence to be 
taken oft the File and Cancell'd. . | 
Now the uſe I make of all, is to ſhew firſt, That the Opinion 
of an Excellent & Wiſe Houſe of Commons was, That an "du. 
gence, Toleration or Vnion,as they now call it,was of a Miſchzevous 
Nature, and would finally end in Confufton and Popery. Second. 
ly, That if it ſhould be thought neceſſary to grant one, it being 
. a Legi//ative AA, it muſt be by the Joynt Conſent of the King 
and the Two Houſes, and not by any one of them. And there- 
fore I will Leave it to the Conſideration'of the Gentlemen of that 
Houſe to Judge, Whether they did well in paſſing the Yore of 
the 10th of Fanuary aforeſaid, tor the Suſpenſion of all Penal Laws 
which relate to the Proteſtant Diſſenters. 
Some pretending to Excuſe them, have faid it was a Yote only 
in order to a Bill to be brought in for the taking thoſe Laws away. 
But I anſwer, There were ſeveral other Bills for that purpoſe de- 
pending; and therefore this was in vain. Secondly, There is no 
Mention of a Bill to be brought in in the Concluſion of the Yore, 
Thirdly, They knew they were to be Prorogued, as appears by 
"ai Pote, and therefore Such a Deſign would have been im- 
poſlible. | 
. Now ifthey had carried thoſe few Points in this Seſs10n, Firſf 
not onely to Deny the King any Supply, but to make it Criminal 
| . for any man to Lend him any Money upon his Revenues; the 
might then in another Seſfsion have gone further, and have made 
it Puniſhable for any man to have paid him his Juſt Settled, Le- 
gal Dues; and that would have made them able to have Forced 
this Xing or his Sacceſſors to what ever they had pleaſed. 
E Secondly, If they might have gone on to impriſon his Majeſty 5s 
| Subjects in an legal and Arbitrary way,for Matters that had no 
relation toPriviledges of Parliament,they might afterwards have 
Extended this to-as many Perſons and Things as they had ples- 
ſed, and ſo No man would have. dared to have ſtood by HI 
. Majeſty againſt a Houſe of Commons, tho they had ay” 
| epoſe 
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Depoſe his Majeſty. Nor would his Majeſty ina ſhort time 
have been able to have Protedted his Subjeds againſt any 
injury that they or any of them. had been pleaſed to have 
done them ; which would infall:bly have Subverted the Me- 
narchy, and. have introduced a Common-Wealth. 

Thirdly, It they had got that great Branch. of the Le- 
giſative Power into their hands, ot ſuſpending the Execu- 
tion of Laws by their Yote, they might have driven it as far 
as they pleaſed, and.ſo have once more Outed the King and 
th? Houſe of Lords, as a former Parliament did by. the 
Same Means. I will conclude this-with the Judgment of a 


it is Void when it is Made, and receives no Obedience. 


His Majeſty then-had both-Law and Reaſon on his Side, 
when he ended his Speech to the Next Parliament at Oxford,. 
with theſe Words -: 


Rules and Meaſures of all your Votes, may be the Known 
and Eſtabliſhed Laws of the Land, which Neither Can, . 
wr Ought to be Departed from, nor Chang'd, but by Ad of- 
Parliament : And 7 may the more reaſonably Require, That* 
lou- make the Laws of the Land your Rule, . becauſe / am: 
WW Reſolved they ſhall be Mine. 


I WILL Conclude with this one Advice to you, That the- 


FINIS. 


Great and a Learned Man, No Orders: made by A Fouſe of Clarendon's* 
Commons in England, are of any Validity or Force, or receive Anſwer to 

any Submiſsion, longer then that Fouſe of Commons Continues ; Hobb 
and if Any Order made by them be againſt anyLaw or Statute, P:127: 
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DO — 


ADVICE 


READER. 


HS: recerved the following P apers 


juſt as this Traftate was finiſhed 

aud Printed off , I thought my. ſelf 
obliged to Comply with the reaſonable Re- 
queit of ſo many Perſons of that Worth and 
Quality the Subſcribers are : Thi at the 
ſame time I muſs confeſs, that neither I, nor 
this Treatiſe, do or can deſerve that Cha-* 
raFer their Civility and Goodneſs have be- 
flowed on us. : > 


X Touching 


E832 } 


Sir, | 
Eing Inform'd that you are upon a Continuation of 
| that Excellent Work, Entituled, 4» Addreſs ro the 

tacemen and Freeholders of the Nation ; and that the Third 
Part of it is now in the Preſs, we take. the Freedom to 
Trouble you with this our Joynt-Requeft : That if ycu 
take any Notice of the Cafe of Mr. Richard Thompſon of 
Briſtol Clerk, in the Serics of your Narration, you will 
be pleaſed to give Credit to the Report which we. ſhall 
here offer you.; And ( if you think fitting.) to Commuy- 
icate it to the Publick in his Juſtification and Defence. 
The Particulars hereof we have partly upon very Gocd 
Authority ; And we are able to Teſtifie the Truth of the 
reſt upon our own Knowledge and Experience as to ths 
Character, Life, 'and Converſation. of This. Worthy Gen. 
' He was Born of Proteſtant Parents ,. and Educated in 
the Methods and Principles of the Church of. E-g/an,. 
He received his Orders of Prieſthood from: tle . Hands 
of Dr. Fuller Biſhop of Lincoln, in the year 1656, Tn: 
mediately npon' this. Qualification ,''he was ſent: by the 
Reverend Dr. Pierce to lerve in his Cure of 'B/ington it 
Northamptonſhire ;' where he' continued ſome Years'with a 
very Fair Reputation. TRY 3 VU 
About the year: 1675. He removed -from tazence to 
$:k5hury upon the Invitation of the faid: Dri Prerte, 'then 
Dezn of Sarum, where he-liv'd with him-1n+ kys own 
Houle. - 
In the year 1676. The Dean beftow'd upon? HiniFirſt 
a Piebend; And then. a Preſentation to St. Marze's 1n 
Marlborough. 
In 1677, He Travail'd with Mr. Jo. Norborne of Caine 
in V/hire ; but. within. leſs than a Twelvemonth he was 
Recall'd, 
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Recall'd ,, upon the-Vacancy of Bedminſter by Briſtol his 
Preſent Living. _ 

When he was abroad, he neither Studyed at St. Omers, 
nor Doxay, (as was ſuggeſted ;) Nor ever ſaw thoſe Places, 
nor paſs'd into any part of Flanders or 1taly, but France 
alone. | 
He ſpent near Seven Months of his time -at Pars ; 
and in the Academy of Monſieur Foxbert, a Proteſtant, 
ſtill trequenting the Eng/i/h Ambaſſador's Chappel, and 
receiving the Sacrament there : And during his ſtay 
he Preachd twice, and read Prayers often in That 
Chappel. | WET, | 

. At Guien upon the Loyre, he ſojourn'd all his time there 
with Monſieur Ds Paizy the Proteſtant Miniſter, Frequent- 
ing the Proteſtant Church, and that only ; Receiving the 
Sacrament alſ» from the hands of Monſieur Ds Paizy, to 
put tlioſe Men out of hope of Gaining him over that had 
already. Solicited him by fair Protniſes of Advantage to the 
Communion of the Church of Rome. 

At Blois he kept himfelt alſo upon the fame Reſerye, 
avoid ng-even to Lodge tm the-Houſe of a Romaniſt, but 
upon- Abſolute Neceſlity. 


. He was not yet ſo Rigorous as not to allow himſelf ina - 


Curioſity to make an Acquaintance. as well with Perſons 
Eminent in their ſeveral Orders of the Church of Rome, as 
with the Famous Men of the Proteſtant Churches. 

He does not deny but. that he:had twice ar thrice fee 
Maſs performed\ while he was abroad, but it was Curio- 
ſity, not Religion that carried him thither : And that he is 
ſo far from: being ſtagger'd in his Faith by atty thing he 


faw abroad, that he is the more Confirm'd in it. And that 
within the Communion of the Church 
eſt Perſon the Church of Rome 


0-2 | Since 


he would rather Beg 
of England, than bethe.great 


L: » 8 

Since his Return in 1678. No man hath kept himſelf 
more ſtrictly to the Orders of the Church of England. 
He hath taken the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy at 
leaſt Eight ſeveral times; Preaching and ACting in Con- 
formity thereunto. He never Refus'd any Teit of Fide- 
lity to the Government , and Declares himſelf Ready to 
take any fasther Teſts that ſhall be lawfully impos'd up- 
on him. | 


Sr, | 

We have Extracted theſe Particulars from Evidences Un- 
conteſtable; and we reckon it our Duty to God, to- the 
Church, to Common Juſtice, and to Perſecuted Innocence, 
to Preſent This Account to your ſelf, in hopes that you 
will Tranſmit it with your own Ingenious Reflexions to 
the View, and Conſideration of the World. t 

We have Annexed hereunto a ſhort Summary of what 
will be Atteſted on his behalf ſince he came to Bri/tol. And 
we have thereunto ſubjoyn'd ſeveral Fair and Ample Cer- 
tificates in his Vindication and Defence. We could have 
added many more , as particularly , - A Certificate of the 
Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop (Now) of Chichefter, late 


of Briſtol, who has been pleas'd to Certifie Mr. Richard 


Thompſon,tobe (in theſe very words) A Perſon of mach more 
then ordinary Endowments for Learning, an Excellent Prea- 
cher, and which Crowns both the Former, a Man of a Clean 
Life, and Unreproveable Converſation. Perſon free from 
Novelties in Religion , but very ſound and Orthodox in the 
Doftrines he Preaches; and thoroughly Conformable as to 
Diſcipline, &c. And then afterward, his Lordſhip Con- 


cludes thus. | 


I know uo Tounz Man of his Tears that: better" deſerves 


very Good Preferment in our Church thew' This Young Man 
doth. And this T do Teſtifie fincerely from'my Heart, and 


give 
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give under my Hand, this Fourteenth day of September, i» 
the year of our Lord 1679. at my Palace in C bicheſter. 


For the Truth and Authority of the whole Matter, we 


are willing and ready to become Anſwerable, and ſhall take 
it for a ſingular Kindneſs if you will be pleas'd to ler 
T "6 Teſtimonuals paſs into the World at the inſtance 
0 


Sir, 
Your humble Servants, 


Thomas &ffon, May Or. 
Sir Richard Cramp, Kt. 
Sir John Knight, Kt. 
Fames T1 wyford. 

Walter. Guoter. 
Thoma? Davidge.. 


John Teomans. 
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Tonding Me. TH OMPS ON $ Cl 
ISFOL in the Diſcharge of his 


and' Paik at BR 


- Fopſtina there .: And his DELL, among the 


' in hehitgnts of. che laid Chg. 
-F 'Over many d4nabaptiſts,. and Quakers to the Church: 

of land there, and Baptized them Publickly. 

\ ON fi hat he hath Inſtructed,; and Sn many. Hun-- 

. —_— Children (who: were afterward Confirmed. by 

*the Biſhop: of the TED in the Catechiſm of the Church 
of __ 3, It: 


T. is Undeniably Et . That he hath brought 


— a_—_— 
a. 
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3. It is certain that he is never without a: Full Aud: 
fory, whenſoever he Preacheth, or when he Readeth the 
Prayers only : And that he hath in bv 7zme much encreaſed 
the Number of Communicants. | 

4. There are many moſt Worthy Gentlemen in That 
City, that will not be Afhamed to own their Eſtabliſh- 
ment in the Church of Ez/and, to the great Pains which 
he hath taken With, and Among them. | 

Laſtly, In Teſtimony of the High Eſteem that the In- 
habitants of That City had of This Gentleman, they Met 
him, with a great many Horfemen , at” his Return from 
Jus Perſecution in London ; and bad him Wellcom again to 
the Place of his 'Refedence; with the Z7igheſt Expreſſions of 
Joy, and Acclamation. 


es i ad... een i att. —{__ 


—_—r 


—_— _ 


Sr John Lloyd's Certificate concernisz Mr. Thompſon, 
under the Seal of the Office of his Majoralty. 


Hereas Richard Thompſon, Vicar of St. Mary Red- 

cliff, and St. Thomas, two Eminent Churches 

within the City of Briffol, even from the time of his firft 
appearance«ts.officjate. ip. tholg. Churches, hath been 
privity traduced\, and now -of Rro'iapenly: and” tnalici- 
ouſly branded, by the multiforme Fanaticks of this City, 
for a Church Papiſt and Jeſnite,for the Recor of St.Omers, 
ſo Nick-namiog St. Z7hvmas,. agd with many ike Terms of 
Obloquy and Slander ,* 4 Invention: whereof may be 
reckon'd upon as the very firſt and peculiar gift of that 
Party, whoſe great and only Maſter-piece it hath beeÞ and 
Rill is, by like Malicioufly: Witty and Wicked Methods 
and Artifices 'to expoſe alike His Loyalty and Miniſtry, 
and to leffen that Efteerit and Reputation he hath thereby 
gained in the Hearts 'and Aﬀections of all the Kings Maje- 
fties Loyal & Loving SubjeQs within this City:” * - Thee 


(13F) 
Theta are Gs Thom ſore at de es veſt. .of kay juſt Due. to: 
the ai | Ric 4 unto whom 
theſe Pre wi hall co Mah Con 79 of Wh 7 hompſon, 
1s well knownto me Jobn Zhyad, ek and Major ot the 
ſaid City, and toall the Kings Majctties Loyal and Levee 
ph os therein,” to-he a Perſonof moſt Innocent <*Þ 4 
emplary Life and Converſation amolt Coane wg! 
ful Diſpenſer of God's indft Ht oly Word unto the People 
; under his Charge, a moſt Diligent an Zealoys Allertur of 
the Kings MajeſtiesSupremgy in all Caules Eccleſiaſtical 
and Civil, in oppoſition ro Schiſmatical and Factious. 
Perſons and Principles, under what Names ſoever they, 
pals or prevail amongſt us ,. and” alfy of ajl the Chriſtian. 
Dottrines, 3 povyed with the Rites and Ceremonies of the: 
a ph of Pg and,as they are now Owned andEſtabliſhed: 
by Law. 
"tn Teſtimon -whereof [ have cauſed the Seal of my Of- 
fice of Majorelty t9 be affixed ; Dited the Eighteenth Day 


of TE Anno Dom. I birg... 
Fohn Lloyd, Major. 


The ef Fr 68 of Sarum, their Certificate. 


'O wn! inrereſk innoreſcan per” Prefſentes;, Ricardunu: 
Thom: Top ON 477 agg pos & Vicarmw' ae Badminiter 


juxta Briſtoliam, quamaiu apud nos commoratus eſt, pie vitam, ſobrieqz - 


py laudabikiter traduxiſſe. In conciontbus ſepe habendis ſediilo curan 


adhibuiſſe, ſtkrenue ſexdits Theologicts navaſſe operam-, Nec uguan: 
(quod ſein) dotwſe quicquarh vel ten; » 9g Eccleſia Anglicana + 
n0n etiam 'd chr ns OY, yy He Diſcipline Fuperio- . 
rib quibu id Onmny parts #confor mem! an iſe preftitir.” 


Ib quornis diamniaels Thftimogixin,"#: filen-liſdem faciendim., momine. 


noſtre (3 ao nating. plane 7 exuerimg appoſuimns, Sept 1 3, ny; h 
* AHLTS \ FREE S:; [07 79% | 


+ Te Thomas Pierce Dec. Sarum 
EE, (vol 


PR Gs 


Whitby P;ecentor Sarum +. 
Ricatdds Drake Cancellarius Sari 

| Ricardus Hill Can: Reſid;"Sarum * 

-: Franciftys Horton Car. Reſid. Sarums.. 


_— 


+ £+ 3b. 
A Certificate Signed by ſepetal if his dudivers upon the Thir- 
tiethof Jantdary, 1679... being Perſons of great Reputation 
; for de Wty as well as Fortune. 
-* | 
' *Heſe are to Certifie all whom it. may. concern, That 
we whoſe Names are hereunto Subſcribed, were pre- 
* )- ſent at the' Pariſh Church of St. Thomas within the 


CR OT TCO TI Eg” 


City of Briſtol, on the Thirtieth Day of January, 1679, 
| Preach very 10- 


where we then heard Mr. Ricky # Theſes 

lemnly on the Occaſion of t ays Faſt. To: which Ser- 

| mon every one of us for himſelf doth Declare, he was ve- 
F ry attentive. And we do all hereby Certifie and Declare 
4 that we do'not remember that the ſaid Mr. 7hompſon, did 
; then ſay in his Prayer, or Sermon, That there was no Popi/þ 
Phot, but a Presbyterian Plot, or any thing to that or the 
like effe&. And we are ready to make Qath of the ſame, 
if required. But on the contrary, we have hearg him deteſt 
and” abhior the Popiſh' Plot. ' And we do further Certifie, 


That the ſaid Mr.. Zhompſen, is, and by all the time we have 
> known him; hath been a True and Loyal Subje& to our 
Moſt Gracious Soveraign, and of a very Sober and Pious 
Lite and Converſation amongſt us, eyery way ſuitable to his | 
Fun&ion. Witneſs Our Hands this Thirtcenth' day of Ne 


q vember, 1680. NE I ai er Ne 
John Hicks, Alderman|John Oliff, '  - [Fames Twyford, 


SIF RichardCrump Ald\Jobn Teon w,...  {Dawel Pym, 
Sir Fobn {nig/ |Fobu Combes,Sheriff.\Thomas Fartwel, 


. 


OY night, Kt... 
ge. Mongauut..... . George Boucher, _ Edmund Arund:!, 
© T4 9; 0 -< o pry "Yay -/PF Fg ot xs. : | - em ſ011 
4 | ILZ0'O8 AAP I wad ad as ' TI FO | ? FE 7 
L d, - George Hart Sheri] Francis Teomavs; 
(| John Broadway, "\Fames Miferd, Thomas Durbin, 
| Walter Gunter, '_ . _ |Ralph Olif, OI Allen. 


John Heller , | 
Sv. THE END. 
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